. vy / Hiamie

MENTAL HOSPITAL SURVEY COMMITTEE

50 WEST 50te STREET, Room 822, NEW YORK CITY

THE COMMITTEE

WALTER L. TREADWAY, M.D., CHATRMAN DIERCTOR

S. SPAFFORD ACKERLY, M.D. SAMUEL W. HAMILTON, M.D.
LOUIS CASAMAJOR, M.D.

ROSS McC., CHAPMAN, M.D.

FRANKLIN G, EBAUGH, M.D, ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR
CLARENCE M. HINCKS, M.D. GROVER A. KEMPF, M.D.
J. ALLEN JACKSON, M.D.

BERNARD T. MCGHIE, M.D.

ARTHUR I’y NOYES, M.D.

WINFRED OVERHOLSER, M.D.

FREDERICK W. PARSONS, M.D.

ARTHUR H, RUGGLES, M.D.

WILLIAM L. RUSSELL, M.D. o
H. DOUGLAS SINGER, M.D, Dacember 28, 1957

Dr. Lawrence Kolb, Medical Directar
U. ©. Public Health Service Hospital
Lexing ton, Kentucky

Dear Dr. Kolb:

Naturally, I am very much interested in your letter
of the R3rd.

The Governor and the Commissioner of Welfare would
heve been very much pleased if Dr. Ackerly would have under-
teken the stzte job. They proposed thet he do it on & part-
time basis, with some young man to help him for the state and
some other young men to help him with his teaching. Hé wonder-
ed if duty called him, but concluded -- I think wisely -- that
such conditions of work would be impossible. Moreover, he will
be in position to support anyone who does underteke the adminis-
trative job.

Under conditions crested by the stete comstitution, it
is probeble that Kentucky cen mske more progress under a borrowed
comuissioner than under scmeone who could be appointed permenent-
ly. Men of experience in secure positions elsewhere msy not be
eager to undertake something that has only two years of certi-
tude. Of course, it is hoped that Lieutenant-Governor Johnson
will succee@ his chief, since he is believed to have a friendly at-
titude towards the progress of mental institutions. If you should
consent to underteke this work, it would be a tremendously fine
thing for Xentucky, end I think that perheps you would get some en-
joyment out of it. Dr. Ackerly said he would be much pleased.

The Commissioner of Heelth and the president of the univer-
gity insist thet their jobs do not end with the Governor's term,
and the issue has apparently never been pressed in court. The
Commissioner of Health is a very astute men; furthermore, it wes
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arranged that his successor would be picked from a list
submitted by the State Medical Society, and spoilsmen in

the Governor's chair might not get much comfort from such

an arrangement. The president of the state university de-
clares that his eppointment is for good behsvicr. It is

of course highly desiresble and, in my opinion, essential to
any continued progress in the instituticns that some device
be found by which men and women can make the care and treat-
ment of the mentally sick a career in Kentucky, as it is in
Michigan or Messachusetts. 1In any state, occasicnal casual-
ties will occur, but in most states the medicel positions, at
least, are career jobs.

We are having sent to you the laws of Massachusetts and
New York, end slso the new state hospitel law of Michigen. TWhen
Dr. Zubin gets back, we will send you some figures on pay and
allowances for medical positions.
Let us know whenever we can be of eny help.
Yours very cordially,
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