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iy deur Dre Cumming: 

At the vequest of br. Lawrence kolb 
I nave reviewed certain portions of Miscellaneous 
Publication No. 18 entitled, "Munusl of the Mental 
axumination of Aliens", issued from your Department in 
191s, in order that I my comment thereupon from @ pr o- 
fessional point of view. wy conclusions are as follows: 

l. the manual contains many excellent ideas 
and fruitful suggestions. Its general 
point ot view is sound end its methods 

comprehensive und its stindards conservative. | 

Le that portion ot the examination relating 
to what is generelly recognized as the 
psycaolosical examination, or mexusurement 

or mental capacity as contrusted with the psychiatric 
exainination or the diagnosis of mental disease, can be 
ana Should be improved wpem in the light of other exvper- 
iences in the determination of the mental abilities of 
Sliens. ‘he examination asvherein described is u most 
Commendable advance over previous methods but lacks the 

degree of precision und objectivity which might be em- 
ployed. uioreover, the interpretation of the results of 
these mentul tests is left too much to the aiscretion of 
tne examiner, und the standards employed are too uncertain, 
leaving too much room for criticism. 

Oe I woula suggest thet some suek system be 
employed comparable to that developed by 
the psychological group responsible for 

the examining of men in the army during the recent war 
(see Vol. XV, Memoirs of the National .cademy of Science 
entitled, "Psychological sxamining in the united States 
Army"). The procedures provide for literate examimtions, 
non-literate examinations, and examinations relatively 

independent of any form of speech. iloreover, I would 

suggest thut the standards developed as a result of the
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army psychological examining be seriously considered as 
suggesting more precise and reasonable limits for the 
exclusion of aliens of limited mental ability. 

4. Ll would suggest that the ilanual of 1916 be 
revised, probably utilizing the army psycholog- 
ical methods as well as the advances of the 

last ten years in psychological measurement as the foun- 
dation for 2 new manual. I would further suggest that in 
view of the public importance of this cuestion, with 
its possible national and international complications, 
such & revised manual should have the support of technical 
Opinion outside the Public Health Service in order that 
such a manual might be placedabove partisan criticism. 
fo this end I would suggest that you reauest such 4 body 
as the National Research Council to eppoint an advisory 
committee to which a revised manual might be submitted 
for approval, such a committee to include physicians, 
psychiatrists, psychologists, sociologists and perhaps 
educationists. 

5. In view of the technical diffimlties of con- 
ducting mental examinations for aliens it 
might be advisable to organize a traveljing 

Clinic staff which might visit the various ports of 
embarkation, or such other points at which aliens are 
examined. Such clinic groups could then give specialized 
examinations to those suspected cases cM&lled from the great 
mass of applicants for admission to this country. This 
would increase the efficiency of the Service and would 
certainly give it better standing in the eyes of the 
various nations concerned, as well as with our own people. 
This need not greatly add to the expense of such examina- 
tions, for such a body of experts using the intensive, 
rapid methods which their skill would make possible might 
actually reduce the cost of such examinations while at 
the same time increasing their efficiency. 

Finally I would especially call your 
attention to the fact that in elimination of the feeble- 
minded alien it is the tBES abe ce of feeble-mindedness 
that is the most serious menace and also the most diffi- 
cult to determine. In point of number and in point of 
social significance the elimination of the idiot and the 
low grade dmbecile is not a serious problem. It is true 
that such individuals may be an economic burden, but they 
usually are not otherwise an active social menace nor do 
they usually reproduce their kind. It is the high-grade 

imbecile and the low-grade moron who become serious problems.
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They are not only economic failures but they are also like- 
ly to be anti-social because of poor judgment, suggestibil- 
ity, and other defectse And they also do produce their 
kind usually rather prolifically. ‘MYhe high-grade imbecile 
and low-grade moron woman or girl is @ particular menace 
from the standpoint of sexusl immorality and reproduction, 
while the feeble-minded male of similar grade is very like- 
ly to indulge in sexual crimes of the most reprehensible 
Character. 

LI am positively in sympathy with @ rigid exclu- 
sion of undesirable aliens, especially those who are men~ 
tally defective, that is, feeble-minded, epileptic, insane, 
degenerate, and the like. At the same time 1 believe our 
national policy should be such as not to exclude otherwise 
desirable aliens or to work hardship on families in this 
country or abroad. 

Yours cordially. 
2 LYRA 
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