W, 1774 /)55

Drug addiction is a minor and very wnimportant phase of the
genersl preblsm of juvenile delinquency. 4 few delinguent children
among certain deprived groups in seversl of our large cities experiment
with drugs, The Children's Buresu estimstes that 500,000 childven
age 10 to 17 come to the attention of the juvenile courts each year.
During 1953 and 195% fewer than 400 addicts of school age come te the
attention of the autharities. According to the Depertment of Fducstion
there are 33,149,000 school children in grades from kindergartem through
the 8th grade in the United Stetes and 7,919,000 in grades 9 through 12.
The total number of addiets under 21 thet cgme to the attention of the
authorities in 1953 and 195% was 3,125. Nearly 08 pereent of these
were 18 or over. Juvenile delinguency as éxpressed by narcotic indulgence
ﬁmmx«mmmm#mmmuw, In the
~and the thrill of defying authority. In the group that becoms addiets
there are a few who have a norsal personality,

There is no problem abour curdag: these normsl persens, They
become frightened, They wantibe cured and get cured with or without
hospital assistance snd as & rile do not relapse. The wildly unstable
Juveniles as well as older persens of this type wiion becoms addicted
also get panieky, sesk cure and achieve it as they always have but wore
of these relapse, The most unstable becous chronic addiets and ave




. -3w- _
all ¢f whon were delinquent befors they becoms sddicts who give some
heroin and to the synthetic drugs, methadons end deserol, is in the
slecholic who had been in fall 167 time for druskemmess
seon an sddict owred after 40 yesrs of mwphine indulgence
hope of cure should not be sbandomed in either conditdion,
fapulse to commit delinguent sets is not incresse’by merphine, heroin
or other aplste drugs or by wethedone and demerel. The direct effect
of these drugs is to decrease aggressive crime, but addicts to these
drugs do comdt erimes in onder to get drugs to ward off the suffering
that follows foreed sbstinence. The crimes ave violstions of narcotie
lews, stealing, forging preseriptions, ete. and move serdous erimes in
the case of original aggressively inelined eriminals. '
Repe, & common crisme smong Juveniles, is less likely to de
mmlvasmwsmwmmmmmm_
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Heredn is no more barmful as sn sddicting drug than morphine,
There is no relisble medical evidence to sustain the populat conceptioe
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however like morphine and some other oplates it quickly causes physical
Miction 52 voed datlys |

The physieal addiction cqused by cplates snd related drugs is the
tranquilisers snd slways less heraful to the physical and mentsl well
being of patients than the tens of tranguilising drugs now being taken
all over the U. S. This is the vessen why the Bublie Health Service
should contime its efforts to develop a psin relieving, tranquilising

The plysies) addiction to opistes causes such a severe snd
@isteeesing type oF slavery thet avelly aftert shindid by neds te sive 48
st & early stage before developing hablt patiarns intensify and sdd to
with adequate followsp, not by pelice, bub by soelsl workers snd mental
health clindes to shich addiets can go both before and after hospitali
sation is the smswer, Hospitalizastion for voluntary pstients especialls
juveniles is important. Hespitalisation for addicts caught vielating =
nervetie law showld be wn & comvitmsnd or probation hasis. The recedivist
erindnal who is sn addict because he is s erlminal msy as well be sent
to jeil. Very few persons D under 21 that fal) in this olass.

MertJews sddiction is more serious from the mental, piysiesl snd
social standpoint than opiste sddiction, but less sericus is thet there
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 addiction because of the maribmana but most members of the wnstsble sides
protested from it especially ss like alechel intexicstion, merihusna
mmm«:mmmmm. Well known sutberities
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believethat
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In the event that the United States should adipt s pelicy of
dealing with addicts based on the British method of giving maiutenamce
doses of oplates to chronic addicts so that they ean contimae at work
and in good health and not commit erimes, the method adipted should not
result in giving maintenmnos doses to Juveniles. Severs)l efforts should
be nede to cure Juveniles before meintenance doses are thought of as &
resedy, They would then be beyond age Zi.
© The British method is explained in the Heme Office B
D301 (6th Edition) February, 1956 entitled The Duties of Ductors mwd




