Ve 8. Public Health Service Hospital,
- Lexington, Em tucky.

September 25, 1987,

PERGOEAL ARD COMFIDENTIAL

Surgeon GCeneral Thomas J. Farran,
Us 8. Publie Health Service,
Washington, D. C.

_ Dear Dr. Parran:

1 bad vaguely heard about Dr. Treadway's illness but did not know
it was as #ad as 1t apparently has tumed out to be. I am upset about
~ 1t and hope, malong with everyone here who kpows him, that he will
speed ily recover end resume his duties again.

About Superintendent Ryen's letter forwarded to you by Er. Bemnnett,
I immediately took the matter up with the locsl narcotic agents hers smd
asked them to conduct any investigetion that seemed appropriste. They,
and not the Secret Service, are the people to do this as it comes within
their regular line of duties snd they are femiliar with the methods that
give the best results. The narcotic eagents have access to the hospital
at all times. We asked them to cooperate in the beginning in measures
to keep nercotics out and to detect among ocur erployees those who might
viclate the confidence pleced in them. They have done this, and, in _
fact, assisted materielly in gathering evidence that was used to send one
of our attendants to the penitentiary.

We are always vigilant here in our loockout for narcotice. In fact,
cne of our senior custodial officers has & number of unofficial infomers
who report any suspicious circumstances to him, Through this means we
knew for e while before the arrest of the guilty employee that e small
amount of nercotics wes getting in. Cn two occasions since then two
rubber fingerstalls full of heroln were introduced. We recovered one
of them. It ig our belief and elso, I belleve, the belief of the nar-
cotiec agents that this 1is about all that has gotten inte the institu-
tion since it opened.

¥e fepl so sure that only 2 emall amount has been introduced that
to ue the only disturbing feature sbout lr, Ryan's letter is that it
was written. Addictes tell these tales, especislly if they find a recep-
tive ear and hope to get something out of it. lardly a dey passses here
thet sogie petient on being questicned by a rhysician either in the formal
examination or before our Classification Board does not say this is the
first time he wes ever cured. OSuch patiente mey have been to Leavenworth



two or three times to spend several years. They positively state that
 they could get all the dope they wanted in lesvenworth or some stete
prison, but we know that their statements are false, especially ss they
apply to Federal prisons, eand we pey no attention to them, so the pa-
tisnts do not invent any Christmma prerties for us.

It is quito true, I bellieve, thet petients want to come %o this
hospital rather thaen go to prisons and it is also true that some drug
law viclstors who are not addiets claim to bHe sddicta because it is a
commandable practice of a large number of judges to give lighter sen-
tencas to addiet violstors then to sellers eof narcotics who are not ade
diets, Fatients would mather come here than go %o prison, not because
they get dope es ¥r., Ryen professes to believe, but because they are
freanted as patient= nesding treatment rather than as prisoners to be
punished. COur approach is, I believe, also the ideal of the Bureau of
Prisons but we for several ressons are in a more nﬁmtma poaltiu
to put 1t across.

We have along with our troatment splendid discipline ameng the
‘patients but know that a number of them would put something over om us
if they could do so.

Sinceraly youras,

Iswrence Koldb,
Fedicgl Director,
Medical Officer in Charge.



