April 1,1026.

Miss Winifred CePutnam

Agsistant Director

The Netional Information Bureau, Ince
215 Fourth Avenue

New York, NeXs

My dear My . Putnam:

Reforring to your letter of recent date inguiring of the attitude
of government authorities towards Captain Hebson's !arid Conference on
Narcotie Education, you eye advised that so far as I have been sble o
deterndne the executive departments having te do with narcotic education
or with the Philadelphia exposition look upon his conference with contempt
and are rosentful bessuse of the methods he has used to spreed the impression
that theso departmente support his movemente There is also resentment
besause of the persistent and unserupulous efforts he has made to bring
about the endorsement of his general program by goverament agencies thet
he has been told van never honeatly euaaru ite I have considerable cone
fidential information sbout the foregoing that I am not at u.hw to
diseloses

The eonference 1s the third effort that Caphain Hobsom has made
to enlist the support of the governmente I am sending you o copy of a
clwular, together with proposed resclution, that wes semt out In
1925 not enly to superintendents of education but te hundreds of
pinwi&im ond otherss The ei.rcmlar was aocompanied by coples of the
article: “The Peril of Narcotios", which erticle was printed as an extension
of remarks in the Congressional Record after the commitiee to which 1t hed
‘been referrod for considerstion refused to mémc ite You will nhwm
that the inclosed resolution calls for a world conferenc pprop
This applies algo to ancther draft of the resolutio
4o the Head of one of the Departuments Mﬁu.bﬁtﬂthwt reaultu
satisfectory to Captain Hobsons The mozut;ian t&wb tho Emme of Bopr«mtatiw
mmwulamymiulrw oart Stion he Uni
tates in the Philadelphia conferendes M TeF Twor RPpropriat m‘
m montioneds The resolution wens nforrd tn m o&mation ooui.tm thus
avolding lysPorter, Chairmen of the Foreign Relations Committes, who hap
ropresented the United Statec sbroad on opium eomnittees and who mturally
knows & great deal about the subjecte




\
Some of Captain Hobson's friends testified at the Hearingse
Ho one in the government service was asked to appear, so far asg I have
been sble to determine, and I belisve that none of the govermment departments
knew that the resclution had been introduced until it wae passede I hove
been advised that MrePorter was absent when the resolution came up and that
but for this he would have opposed ite He, no doubt, knows that the League
of Nations opposed narcctic edusation by propaganda and he probably alse

knows that Captain Hobson tried to emlist the support of the opium committee
of the league but without successe

In the Hearings it was made %o appear, by the adroit insertion
of one half of a sentence from the agreement of the first opium conference,
that the nations represented at Geneva favored narcotic educations It
was not stated, however, that the education mentioned referred to education
against smoking opium in the Bastern provinces of the eight nations
represented at the first conference, nor wasthepositive stand taken
ageinst narcotic edusation by the body representing all of the neations
referred to at alle

In the faée of a rebuff by the State Department,Captain Hobsen
sent out a oircular letter te ambassadors and ministers inviting them
to send representatives to the conference, and intimating the United
States was behind hime

The resolution that passed the House has been referred to the
Forelgn Relations Commit tee of the Semates There are on this committee
several semators who have become fomiliar with Captain Hobson's organizations
The committee has mede inquiriee about the resolutionend I understend
that 1% is deeidedly hostiles

The feel of all of the government departments concerned, amd 1

~ believe also of the Senate comnmittee, iz that the Philadelphia conferense

is a gesture of propagenda for the purpese of advertisiag the

International Nercotic Edusotion Associations I think, however, it may
sefely bo sald that no government serviee will participaie in ite but

at the same timo the advertising campaign carried on by Captain lobsen,

in which he elaims or infers thet practically all authorities and egencies
are emthusiastically behind him, will doubtless bring together a good .
orowd of peopde mest of whom kmow practically nothing about narcotic estde.dom

I will be plcued o have this lerktoar regarded as sonfidentiale

Sincerely yours,

- Lawrence Kolb,
LEwmgl | Surgeons



