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Surgeon General,
o s, mu&umm service,
: Wash n. De Qo

Sir: (w Aoting Director)

~ In reference to the article entitled "The Peril of
Nercotics « A Warning” by Richard P. Hobson, President of
the Intermational Narcotie mutiml Maoaia-t_ion. whioch
was referred by you to me for comuent, I have the honor to
report u follows: ;

%ru tn&m this article contains are so bow up with
and obscured by s and mislesding inflommatory state=
ments thyammmmymméu phases of
nayrcotic addietion could discover them in u.' luch space g
is given to a discussion of the prevalence of drug addiction
enll 1ts elarming increase in the United States. It is inti-
mated that we have at lesst 1,700,000 sddicts, and the nume
ber is increasing every day, and it is .pouttvoiy asserted
thet the miusber 48 known to be more than & milijons  In

the face of this a 'wi-fy careful survey of the situation by
the mﬁumumsﬂﬁwmmmsmmm
conclusively that the extreme limit of probabilities is

160,000 sddicts, nnd the probable number is placed et 110,000,
It is slso t!wum mt not anly the incidence, but the nem:l
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sumber of drug addiots in the United States has been de
‘greasing since 1910 in the face of a greatly inoreasing
populstions '

The wﬁm Qtam ms the amount of oplum wedum
and eonsumed in the world probably exceeds thves thousand
tons end the average m&a%‘ms 10 grains of morphine daily.
When these figures are analysed we find that three thousand
‘tons of opium converted intp morphine and used exclusively
m'miauon at the rate o# 10 grains per day, would supply
less than 1,440,000 addietn# In this calculation we have
assumed that opium contains mﬂ morphine and that this is
inereased 25§ on conversion &nte the sulphate. The faots
are that mst of this opium am- not aontuiw ine.

Published statistics sm that the opium end eneiulr
mnmdmmaomtriuafmm&aatmmmlm
to 1,415,762 pounds, & llittle m then 700 tona. This, if
used entirely for sddiction at m rate of 10 grains ar MO~
phine sulphate daily, would lupply my ebout 340,000 sddicts
'mzeummmmmmaﬁhuupmumam
for distribution among about aoa,ooodom.

-It 4is stated that America now 1&&6.3 the world in the
consumption of opium and ytt it 1s kmém that Ghim consumes
in its emmw the A tona she 1- md!.m with produocing,
as well es considerable quantities ﬂi&!‘%ﬁ elsewhere.  If
staotements emanating from interested pof“el;.le can be eredited as
reliable, tons of morphine are being smuggled into China. This
would reduce still farther the supply nﬂ%mu for the eight
hundred million people sbove referred to, and,rational inference
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would be that the other large countried could not be seriously
addicted, yet lir, Hobson attempts to show that the entire world
is menaced by the narcotic evil.

" Nost of the paper is as mm; ag the sections dulms
with prevalence and spread of addiction ave shown to be, but
such & striking statistical refutation as has been given cannot
be made of all the absurdities it contains. We need not com-
ment upon the statements that five tons of opium are probably
sufficient for the mﬁie:lnu needs of m world, that four ymmg
people can be made addiocts with aminefham!.uund that
mnrly%ﬂb%#t_ambﬂﬁmm within & week from one ounce
o;rhamin- All of this iakmwnwbommombymfphﬂm
 who has given the subject ten mimmtes of thought end study.

¥uch is made of an increasfof orime due to dope, muﬂy
heroin, and freguents of nt-at!.sti& are furnished to prove 1t; |
for instance, the Narcotic Division is quoted es reporting 65%
more criminal cases in 1922 then in 192), and ¥r. Orim as saying
that 400 of persons sent to certain Federal prisons are addicts.
These statements are true, but the inference drawn from them that
they show an alerming increase of addiction and crime is erroneous.
The reason Federal prisons are now orowded with addiets is not
- because addiection has increased or because these sddicts are
eny worse than they use to be, but because a law passed in
1915 made 1t e prison offence for en unlicensed person to have
narcotice in his possession. ZThis law 48 being enforced with
increasing severity end success each yesr. During 1983 more
then 4000 convictions, representing 93% of sases thab seme 0
trial for vioclating the narcotic laws, were secured and sentences
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. were imposed aggregating more than 4000 thousand years. This
speaks volumes for the efficiency of the Narcotic Division and

G : today than

it is one explanation of why there are more
there were some years ago, but it does not show that the persons
convicted are basically more criminal than they were before the
law creating this new erime was enscted.

Neither heroin, or any other preparation of opium, ever
incited any one to commit a violent crime. The effect of these
drugs is éxaétly opposite. When taken in large doses théy\ﬁro-
duce lethargy and inaﬁti%ity; the normal man works less and the
criminal is less 1ikély to commit a violent crime when under 0¥
their influence. They do produce a certain aﬁount of deteriora-
tion because the decreased working efficiency,.which results,
and the high cost of drugs brings about financial embarassment
and dependence in some cases. In addition to this the addicts
assoclates are usually low and he has to sneak around dodging
the police. The whole train of circumstanées produces or
accelerates the delinquency common to a sﬁeak;thief sort of
individual. There is no protoplasmic change, such as is brought
about by excessive 1nduigance in aleochol and ﬁormal people are
apparently very little harmed by opium. Many of the worst ;
criminals aré addicts, 5ut they are addicts because of the samal
psychopathic méke-up that dauses them ﬁo.be criminals. The
studles I have made clearly show this.

Heroin, which is held up as & drug that is sbout to sap
the vitality of the world, is no more hermful than morphine
and neither of these drugs causes a degeneration of the brain

~ or other part of the nervous system and recovery is complete.
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‘when thél® use is discontimied. Heroin is now used by'sddlets
on the Hastern ses board of the United States from Washington
northwerd because they are unadble to get morphine, the reason

' for this belng that the smaller bulk of heroiln makes it more

easily concealed. Therefore, both the peddler and the addict
are less likely to be arrested if he handles nevoln rather than
morphine, The criminel heroin addiets in the Last are no worse
than eriminal morphine addictes in the West and South.

There are some physicians who believe that heroin is more
heruful then morphine, but their opinion hes been warped by &
’;:?"“ the hevoln addicts in New York snd other large oities of
_ the East. They hawe “mot made persopality and psychiatrio
studies of heroin and worphine eddicts. When this is done it
) ummamnumarromnummmm.mm
cured cases of one do not differ from oured cases of the others. -

Prectically all of the ooaaim::m by persons who are
also addicted to some form of movphine. The amount of cocaine
used then does not incresse the total number of addiots. This
drug produces stimulation, but in large doses it does not cause
the comnission of orime. There is,on the contrary, & state of |
fear and anxiety prought about and a person under its influence
is hiding from his enemies, empecially the po:u.m. Ho aggressive,
Wm,mﬁummmryeflbank,muwu
~ comnitted by an addiet who was overcharged with cocaine. This
drug, unlike opium, does bring oa aocute insanity when used in
' large quantities, but the erticle does not say so. -

The atatm thet opium produces an antitoxin which emmn .
the symptoms of withdrawal has been sbundantly disproved at the
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Hygieniec Laboratory a.x?a by ierk'nt other places, and the idea
that opium produces ite effect by pemetrating the fatty sheaths
of the upper brain apperently originated through misunderstending
of a discarded theory that opium enters into a combination with
and dissolves fats, in this way demuding the nerves.

| Heroind sddiets do not have & menia for producing oOther
addicts. The psychopathic characters who becoms addicts Soday
no doubt help tp corrupt their psyehopathic assoclates, but the
addict who :mmy stebility et ell desires to get rid of his
addiction. He also 1ikes %o heve his friends oured. I have
treated horoin addlcts who have left the hospital and persusded
others to Mﬁf ,e:!m £¢r troatment, and some of them have continued
to send in oaqluf even after they Mzwa had relapsed.

sir. Hobson is elarmed because excessive indulgence in opium

destroys the :?icyiﬁpmuve powers. ﬁnfawmtuzy, shit is not
trues Opius 'dae#-daamm sex desire and power in all cases
‘and when taken in anrsa quentities there is complete cessation
of sex functions fgr the time being. Portunately, the psychos
path, because of his extrems uncontrollable impulses is the
individuel who sm%au éxcessively and mmwﬁnuy loses his
. pex funetions. Bte‘huu of this, numerous insane porsons,
eriminals snd opupp@?iu. whom he sight being into the world
are never born. It is to be regretted that the psychopath ree
geins his sex power Mutﬂr after being cured. I have seen
& man addicted for forty years who, nevertheless, raised o
family of ten ohildréd, and I have seen ohildvedn of other
1ifetine addiots who were healthy, nommel and happy, but their
 pavents were normal aid took only from £ to 16 greins of morphine

' = \
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mummmﬁxmulmwhmmmw
_ addiction. The addicts being created todey are a type mostly
psyshopatiie, who deliberately seek assoclates of & certain
charecter and who are anxious to try any experiment whiah
promises an pnususl sensation, yet this article warns wyl and
wuaammmmmmmmmutwmm.
fmnmﬁmm,mmummmmwmnu '
powders mlm regularly for heroln., The inference from all -
this being that every one is surroundsd by heroin sddiects in :
the gulse of friends whose chief motive 18 to sddict us in order
that we may join them in their villisnous cempeign to meke helpe
luanddim anﬁ mzmuofmmwwlﬁ.mu‘ﬁmij
by the W—-bt the epticle, a few doses of heroin taken une
 lmowingly in Mﬂ- wey is supposed to be suificient to bring about
this mtcrmtum. A1l of this is w nbw.rd mt nni physiciems
would mbnbly talﬁb the ettitude that it could make no Aifference
: umwpwilmluhedbommmmwulﬂbnlmumw
lisve st, but the m feot that it wee mmed by 8 sincere,
munw person ahm that meny persons would take it seriouse
ly. ‘Therefors, if eho m:nt is plam in every home and :
gchool with the 1mcm:mt of W o8 is proposed, en une
fortunate auuwhwtmumﬂummﬂwnm.
The erousing of fmg like this is contrary to the principles
of mental hyglene and can result in nothing but harm. _,h The
paper will cause addicts to be still farther handicapped in
 their contaot with m&ew with the result that moral deter }% ..
tion will inerease and opportunities for' m"ﬁ treatment #2333 </l
wumm. The mw of u&.smrmnan and m arcusal 7
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of harmful fear is not the only evil to be feared from the
wholesale brosdoasting of this erticle. Thousands of psychoe
pathie characters in the United States have never heard of
heroin or drug addietion. It is a weaknoss of such cheracters
thet an impulsge to action is sufficient Justification for the
act, &07 are moopittble and have umasual eravings and desires,
they do not have the inhibitions that mmmlmple
rmmmtam mﬁwommm muwxymmm
mmumww mnfarzﬂngtomn customa. Hany of them
wﬂlh@lMWMf&MWﬁhMrm
sensation end vice and scme whio 11“ in or near large oities will
persist until they find 1t with the result that new sddicts will
be created mng peoplo w0 are most harmed by addiction.  One
hundred and ten thousend drug addiots eve sufficient for the
| United States. I estimate that it is at leest 00,000 move than
there 1s any Mnma for being and it would be unfortunate
to have the work being cerried on to reduce this wu set back
or handicepped by en naault like this. ;
The International ¥arcotic Bdumtioml &omc!.ntmn wes'

rnm in euumu and I understand thlt the headguarters are
. st131 located in that State. - I have been told thet the presi-
dent receives a ulm of $20,000 per year. m. Agsoolation

3.‘ saild ea haw eamma &n educational w in California
along the lines tms.dned in this article. The President of
the Assoclation was mu unnt&r by Commuissioner Enright
of Hew York for wbua;r asserting that there were m,cm school
childredn sddicted in one borough of the oity.

Respectfully, |

Rﬂwm M: ' | ; , .

« Ba ' ' m‘. Mh
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