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OF THE

Weftminfter New Lying-in Hofpital,
Begun and finifhed under the Patronage of the

Ricrht Honorable Earl PER C Y, Prefident.
tD

Sir Edward Aftley, Bart. 1 vice_

f' John Efqr.
Si: ‘Jofeph Mawbey, Bart. }•preiy ents ) Thomas Dundas, Efqr.
Major General Williamfon. J ‘ ‘ t Thomas Efqr.

IN the Year 1765, Dr. John Leake, of Craven-fireet , in the Strand (a Member of
the College of Phyficians, London) purchas’d a Piece of Ground on a Building

Leafe on the Surry Side of IVeftmin/ter Bridge,
and afterwards prefented to the

Public the Original Plan for the Inftitution of this Hofpital: As foon as the
Hofpital was built, by Public Subfcription on the above Ground, he voluntarily.



and without any Confideration whatever, affign’d over to fix Truftees chofen by the
Governors at a GeneralMeeting) all his Right and claim to the above Premifes, in
Favor of this Charity ; otherwife, in Cafe it had not continued to fubfift, the
Building rais’d on his Ground wou’d have legally become his own Property.

Being honor’d with the Patronage of 'the Right Honorable Earl Percy, to-
gether with feveral Gentlemen of Rank and Dift:?ißion, and being alfo favor’d with
the Afliftance of his Friends' and the Public, which he is deftrous moft refpedlfully to
acknowledge, he at laft had the Satisfaction of feeing this charitable Defign carried
into Execution, after the repeated Exertion of his utmoft Endeavours, to that end.

, The Inflitution of this Charity is principally defigned for the Relief of thofe Child-
bearing Women who are the Wives of poor induflrious Trade[men or dijirejs’d
Houfe-keepers, who, either from unavoidable Misfortunes or the Expence of main-
taining large Families, are reduced to real Want: Alfo for the Reception and im-
mediate Relief of indigent Soldiers and Sailors Wives, the former, in particular, being
very numerous in and about the City of Wefiminfier s but it being reprefented to the
Governors of this Hofpital, that great Hardjhips do arife to poor Women with Child,
who, from their Inability to produce Certificates of their Marriage are excluded elfe-
where ; in order to remove inch Inconveniences, and to render this Charity more ex-
tenfively ufejul, they have unanimoufly refolv'd, at a General Meetings not to require
any Certificates of Marriage towards the Admiffion of fuch Women, as are other-
wife properly recommended as Objeßs of real Want ;—but leaf! the Perverfion of this
Circumftance fhould tend to encourage Licentioufnefs, they have thought proper to
limit this Indulgence to thefirfl Time only, in which, fuch Women have been unwarily
feduced from the Paths of Virtue.—This Refolution, being founded in Humanity,
the Governors have no Doubt, will meet with the Approbation of the Public, as feveral
Melancholly Inftances have occur’d where unfortunate Women, when fhut out from all
Shelter ,

—deftitute of Hope, Money
,

or Friends,—overwhelm’d with Shame, and
wounded with Contrition for their paft Indifcretion, have been driven to a Rate of
Difpair by fuch complicated Mifery, and were tempted to defiroy themfelves or to
murder their Infants .

It is much to be lamented, that many of thofe poor Creatures who lie-in at their
own wretched Habitations, from their extreme poverty, and the high Price of Provi-

fions, are often bereft of fuch Comforts as tend to the immediate Prefervation of their
ownLives, as well as thofe of their Infants , who, in due time, might become fervice-
able to their Country. Amid ft the Severity of the coldeft Seafons, they are often de-
ftitute of Firing,warm Cloathing, or fufficient Nourifhment ; and befides, are frequently
in want of proper Care and Nurfing, till the Perils of Child-bed are over:—The Evil
does not always end here;—becaufe, \w preternaturalLabours, or CaJes of abfolute
Danger, where extraordinary Skill is required, the poor Sufferer for want of proper
Advice and Affiftance, fometimes dies undelivered.

In ffiort, were the Generous and Humane but Eye-Witneftes of the Wretchednefs,
and Want, that many poor Women undergo at this critical Juncture, when they moft
fland in need of Tendernefs and Indulgence ; a Reprefentation of this Kind would almoft
become unneceffiary \—for, nothing would more powerfully excite their Companion,
©r enforce their Bounty, towards the Eftabliftiment and Support of this Charity.



To the Sanction and humane Confideration of the Ladies , this Charity is recom-
mended by the Governors in a particular manner; efpfecially to thofe who are Mo-
thers themfelves, and have experienced the Fears and Sufferings of that Condition
which attends the Objeßs of theirBounty,

As no one is fo rich, but he may become poor-, nor any one fo happy, as to ex-
clude the Poffibility of becoming miferahle ; ’tis earneftly hoped that all fuch as have
been fuccefsful in the World, and live in Affluence and Plenty, will not withhold
their Affiflance from the Poor and Needy ; but chearfully fpare them a little, as a
grateful Acknowledgement to Providence for their own happier Fate.

Thefe Hints are fubmitted to the Good and Great of both Sexes, to whom it
would be an Indignity to point out further Motives for this Infiitution ; fince thofe
who are influenced by the Divine Spirit of Charity, follow not the Didates of others,
but of their own benevolent Hearts.

This Charity, from its general Utility, having hitherto met with great Encourage-
ment from the Public, *tis hoped, by the Governors, that many of the Nobility and
Others, and alfo that Gentlemen of Rank both in the Army and Navy, will follow
the laudable Example of thofe, by whofe generous and charitable Affiflance the
•whole Building is now raifed ; being One Hundred Feet in Front, and large enough
to contain Seventy Beds, or thereabouts.

The Governors alfo think it proper to acquaint the Public, that altho* the Benefac-
tions and Subfcriptions already received, have enabled them to finifh the Building ,

the Centre of which, for upwards of twelve Months part, has been open for the Re-
ception of In-Patients 5 a great Number of which, have, already, been deliver’d and
reliev’d there, many of whom were in the utmoft Didrefs and mud, otherwife, have
been defitute, efpecially thofe who were unable to produce Marriage Certificates ;

yet a confiderable Sum of Money is dill wanted to furnifh the infide of the Wings;
which, the Governors alfo hope, thro’ the Adidance cf the Public-,fpirited and
Humane to complete and open in a fhort Time, according to the Plan originally
propofed,

Dr. Leake being unanimoufly elected Phyfician to this Hofpital, attends in all
preternatural Labours or Cafes of real Danger, where extraordinary Adidance is re-
quir’d, and in order to extend the Benefits of this Charity (at the Requed of the
Governors) he will alfo give Advice every Friday at twelve o’clock at the faid Hof-
pital, to fuch Poor, as dial! then offer.themfelves as Out-Patients, with a Recom-
mendation from Governors or Subfcribers, for Relief in the feveralDi[orders incident
to Child-bearing Women or Infants, and to whom, proper Medicines will alfo be
dsfpenfed according to the Exigence of their feveral Complaints.

Subfcriptions are received at the Hofpital, near Wejiminjier Bridge ; —at Richard
Dixons, Efqr. near Buckingham-Gate, Treafurer ; —at Meff. Drummonds, and Co. at
Charing-Crofs j and at Med'. Fullers , and Co. Bankers, in Bir chin-Lane, CornhiIF, at
all which Places, a Printed Account of the Prefent State of this Charity may be had.

Every Benefador of Fifty Pounds , One Hundred Pounds , or more, will be un- Privilege of
Unfitted with Rcfped to the Number of Lying-in Patients, as well as thofe recom- u
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mended to the Hofpital Weekly for Advice in the feveral Diforders incident to
Child-bearing Women or Infants.



Bencfadlors of ‘Thirty Guineas
,

at one Time, will be deem’d Governors for Life,

and may yearly recommend *Five In- Patients, and one OutPatient, Weekly, for
Advice.

Every Gentleman or Lady fubfcribingFive Guineas annually, becomes a Governor,
and may recommend Five Lying-in Patients yearly, and Out-Patients as above.

Subicribers of Three Guineas, may recommend Two In-Patients, and One Out-
Patient for weekly Advice.

Subfcribers of Two Guineas, may recommend One Patient into the Hofpital, and
Out-Patients, as above.

The Buhnefsof this Hofpital is regularly tranfaded by the Governors at a Boara
held at the faid Hofpital every Tuefday at twelve dClock, precifely, where the
Attendance of Governors or Subfcribers will be deem’d a valuable Addition
to their Subfcription j—and, as feveri. Letters of Recommendation are frequently
obtain’d from Governors or Subfcribers by Women whom they have not an Op-
portunity of feeing or afking Queftions ; —the Governors, &c. are defired to obferve,
that the Weekly Board has a difcretiona.y Powder to make a proper Enquiry of the
Patients then prefenting, refpeding the Nature of their Circumftances, in Order to
prevent the Admiflion of thoje, who arc not found to be real ObjeSls of Difrefs , or
who do not come within the true Inteut and Meaning of this Charity.

Note, No Governor or Subfcriber can have more than One Patient in the Houfe,
at a Time

, and they are particularly requefted not to fign any Letters of Recom-
mendation, except for thofe Women who are in the lad Month of Pregnancy.

The Governors have given Orders to the Matron, to wait on fuch Ladies round
the Wards as are pleas’d to view the Hofpital, or to fee the Treatment of the Patients,
feyeral of whom, from their health; Ap t

yir/ivce A. decent Behaviour are frequently
recommended as proper Wet-Nurjes ; a Lift of fuch Women, only, being kept for
that Purpofe.
The following Form is humbly recommended to thofe, who, by their iafl Will, or

any Codicil thereto, are difpofed to bequeath any Legacy for the Benefit of this
Hofpital, as yet in it’s infant State, viz.

Item. T Give and bequeath unto A, B. and C. D. the Sum of upon
Truft, and to the Intent, that they, or one of them, do pay the fame to

the Treafurer for the time being of a Society, who now call themfelves the Go-
vernors of The Wefiminfer New Lying-in Hofpital near Weftminfier Bridge ; which
faid him of I will, and defire, may be paid out of my Perfonal
Eftate, and applied towards carrying on the charitable Defigns of the faid Society.

By the Statute of Mortmain, charitable Bequefts of Manors, Lands
, or Money,

if directed to be laid out in Lands , are void, uniefs by Deed indented and executed
before two WitnefTes, at leaft Twelve Months before the deceafe of the Donor,
and inrolled within Six Months next after the Execution of the fame.

The Patients A Phyjician Man Midwife.
attended by Phyfician Man Midwife extraordinary.

' A Confuting Phyfician.

A Surgeon.
Two Vifiting Apothecaries, and
A Matron,
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