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PREFACE.

HEALTH is the greateft bleffing that
we can enjoy in this tranfitory life ;

without it, riches, fplendour, nor any
worldly acquisitions, can produce neither
happinefs nor content. If this be admit-
ted, it is prefumed that an attempt to pre-
ferve it from thofe who are daily lying
in wait for its deftrudlion, will not be
confidered as unworthy of public notice.

The Intention of the following Sheets
is directed to this end.—-Medical Im-
porters are numerous in this country; and
lam inclined to think, that multitudes
fall a facrifice to their temerity and igno-
rance. This evil, however, appears very
little regarded, and men, in every refpedt
unqualified for what they profefs, are fufi-
fered to fport with the lives and confti-
tutions of their fellow creatures, while
they tbemfelves acquire fortunes at the



cxpencc of humanity. Quacks arc a dif-
grace to the practice of medicine, and the
encouragement they experience in this
kingdom, is obvioufly the encreafe of
their number. And as the defire of health
and eafe is fo innate in us, it is afioniffiing
that fuch numbers of afflided perfons will
fo inconfiderately commit thcmfelves to
the management of perfons who are fo
badly qualified to refiore them to health 5
they more frequently aggravate maladies,
and render thofe difficult and complex,
which by a judicious method, might
eafily have been remedied.

I have often regretted, that no one has
taken up this fubjed, which I confider as
of the higheft importance to the Public,
and to the welfare of Society. This omif-
lion, perhaps, may have proceeded from a
fufpicion that a Publication of this kind,
frcm a Medical Practitioner, would not
be favourably received $ and that the Au-
thor, inftead ofcorrecting the abufe, might
ijicur cenfure and ridicule. From advo-
cates for Quackery, I acknowledge, thefe
might reafonably be expeded. But, how-



ever fuch a consideration may have in-
fluenced others, I have ventured to deliver
my thoughts upon this fubjedt; and I
flatter myfelf, that there are many in the
world, whofe fentiments are not mate-
rially different from mine.

I have not the vanity to fuppofe, that
any thing I can fay on this Subjedb, will
have influence over the majority of thofe
who are advocates for Quackery, fufheient
to induce them to relinquish their faith ;

but I Shall conflder myfelf amply rewarded
for my trouble if I Shall have been instru-
mental in preventing the deftrudfion of a
few individuals.

It is not my intention to enter into a
minute detail on the various quack medi-
cines, and Specifics, fold under pompous
titles and Sidfitious names, at Bookfellers,
Perfumers, &c. nor do I mean to aflert,
that they are all compofed of ingredients
which have deleterious qualities. But
this I can truly affirm, that moff of them
are inadequate to the cure of thofe difeafes
for which they are recommended. The di-
versity of constitutions,, and fymptoms, in



different perfons, labouring \inder the
fame difeafe, which will ever be attended
to by a judicious practitioner, muft render
the adminiflration of any fpecific, at heft,
very precarious; and lam firmly per-
fuaded, that many of tbofe certificates
where they are reprefen ted as having per-
formed miraculous cures, would, upon
minute inveftigation, be found, if not
falfe, at leaft very much exaggerated. It
is my intention to confine myfelf chiefly
to thofe abufes in medicine which are mofl
liable to be productive of fatal confe-
quences to mankind.

I fufpeCl that a publication on Quack-
ery, coming from one of the Faculty,
will be differently received; by fome it
may be confidered as the effeCt of preju-
dice and malevolence; by others, as pro-
ceeding from vanity or interefted views.
But I hope to be believed, when I declare,
that neither of thefe motives have influ-
enced me. No perfon can be more ca-
pable of judging of the fatal effeCts that
may often refult from the injudicious
treatment of difeafes, than medical men.



Therefore, I hope, that the more candid,
and fcnlible part of my readers, will re-
fledt upon the importance of the fubjedl •

and I flatter myfelf, they will expert no
farther apology from me, for intruding
upon the public my fentiments, with a

view to admonifli mankind to avoid fuch
rafli practitioners, from a full convidfioa
of the inaccuracy, and falfehood of their
dodtrines, and the dangerous tendency of
their pradtices.

When I flrfl: refolved to publifh my
fentiments on this fubjeCt, I intended to
?nnex fome obfervations refpeCting the
errors which are committed in the ma-
nagement of children, —but as this is a
fubjedt which I conlider equally as in-
terefting as the prefent, and the little
time I can at prefent devote from my pro-
feflional purfuits, does not afford me fuf-
flcient leizure, I therefore muff referve
that objedt for another opportunity. Er-
rors in the management of children,
through the mifcondudl of fome parents
and nurfes, are certainly pernicious to fo-
ciety, and the encreafe of population.



Through the whole of this Pamphlet,
I have endeavoured to exprefs myfelf as
clearly, and explicitly as I am able.—l
am aware, that there is great room for
criticifm 5 but I hope, that the import-
ance of the fubjedl, and the goodnefs of
my intention, will be confidered as feme
compenfation for any defers that may be
found in the execution. The dread of il-
liberal afperfions, or malevolent criticifm,
will never deter a man of integrity from
doing whatever he can to promote the
public good 5 I am therefore under the
lefs anxiety concerning the fate of this
Pamphlet, which 1 fubmit to the candor
and impartiality of thofe who are enemies
to Quackery and Deception.



ADVICE,

THE numerous Empirics, or Pre-
tenders to the Sciences of Medicine

and Surgery, which this nation is infefted
with, ufually called Quacks and Mounte-
banks (of the former both male and fe-
male) the ravages they mull unavoidably
commit on the conftitutions of many of
its inhabitants; and the infamous impo-
litions and deceptions they are dailyprac-
tifing on the credulous part of mankind,
particularly on the inferiorclafles ofpeople,
who have no money to fpare; and on whofe
health and recovery, the fnpport and
maintenance of a family frequently de-
pends ; calls loudly for redrefs, and for
the interference of the magiftrates: by
whofe flrenuous exertions the public might



be rid of a fet, whofe practices are truly
dangerous,and principles highly notorious.

1 am really concerned when I reflect,
how fuch caitiffs are allowed to continue
to maffacie their fellow creatures with im-
punity ; who, had they their juft de-
ferts, fhould be taken into cuftody, and
properly * punifhed for their bale pre-
fnmptions : whofe foie aim is to defraud
the public of their money; and they often
deprive them of what is more valuable.
But this does not appear to be confidered
a circumftance worthy of notice. Many
other illegal, though lefs important pro-
ceedings, which have been intruded into
fociety, are prohibited; but one, in which
the lives and health of mankind are fo
materially concerned, and which ought

* When any mountebanks appeared in Montpellier,
the magiflrates had a power to mount each of them
®n a meagre miferable afs, with his head to the afs’s
tail. In this condition they were led throughout the
whole city, attended with the fhouts and hooting of
the children, and the mob beating them, throwing
filth and ordure at them, reviling them, and dragging
them all about. See Dr. Tiffot’s Avis an Peuple,
Vol, ii. Chap. 33, p. 376. Se&. 6ar,



to be a principal confideration, is entirely
overlooked : therefore they are permitted
to continue their iniquitous pradlices un-
moleffed.

I fhould imagine, it would require very
little reflection from every enemy to im-
pofitions and defrauders, (were they to
turn their thoughts to this fubjedl) to
convince them, that a regulation in this
particular, would be productive of very
falutary effects. And by putting a flop
to fo glaring an evil, of fo dangerous a
tendency, would preferve numbers that
fall facrifices to ignorance and mifconduCt,
Nor would it be found fo difficult a talk
to efte£l, as fome may conceive it to be.

Many things (though apparently diffi-
cult) are to be effected, when perfons of
authority are zealoufly inclined to eradi-
cate evils: and it is high time they fhould
receive fome information on this, fo ef-
fentially hurtful to fociety. But while
the minds of mankind continue infeCted
with prejudices and fuperftitious notions,
and while fuch characters are confidered
qualified for what they profefs, fuch a re-



formation, I allow, will be impracticable.
But if mankind were to divert themfelves
of this opinion, and not fo eafily be pre-
vailed upon to yield up their fenfes, health,
and money to fuch importers; lam in-
clined to think, they would exert their
efforts to prevent what fo nearly concerns
them, as the abufe of medicine; nor do
I apprehend, they would be at a lofs to
eftablifh a plan for abolifhing Empiricifrru
For thofe who are infpired with principles
of humanity, and a fympathetic feeling
for the fufferings of others, would not
be backward in a caufe fo generally inte-
rerting.

The numerous puffing advertifements,
that daily appear in the News Papers, and
the variety of hand-bills that are offered
to the public in all quarters of the metro-
polis, evidently fhew the encouragement
and fupport of quackery; and the credu-
lity of mankind, in repofing a confidence
in fuch ignorant and unworthy charaftersj
whom, void of remorfe of confcicnce, ho-
nour, or honeffy, frequent opportunities
are afforded them to prey upon the con-



ffitutions and properties of thofc whofe
lot is fo unfortunate as to fall under their
hands.

Perhaps, raoft of my readers may have
had the curiofity of pcrufing fome of
thefe boafted advertifements and hand-
bills, therefore muft have perceived that
many of them affirm, that their noftrums
are infallible cures in a variety of difeafes,
and in every ftage of a diftemper, with-
out any regard to age, conftitution, fex,
or any particular circumftances that may
attend individuals. Others more modeftiy
confine themfelves to one difeafe; or per-
haps two or three only, therefore lefs
liable to be fo univerfally deftrudlive.

To believe that any medicine is capable
of curing every difeafe indifcriminately,
muft be rationally to confider that each
difeafe proceeds from one and the fame
caufc,and that the diverfityofthe fymptoms
requires no variations in the mode of
treatment. But thofe who fuppofe (which
muft be obvious to every reflecting mind)
that different difeafes, and the fame dif-
eaf« in different perfons, proceeds from



various caufes j that different caufes pro-
duce different effects, and confequently
require different methods of treatment, I
think cannot hefitate in acknowledging the
falfehood and abfurdity of fuch preten-
tions, and the dangerous tendency of fuch
practices. And whoever advertifes any
medicine as an univerfal remedy for all
difeafes, is an importer; as no fuch re-
medy can exift: a little reflection on the
oppofite caufes of difeafes, murt convince
every rational perfon of the abfurdity of
fuch an attempt. Can any one expeCl to
cure a dropfy, which proceeds from too
great a laxity of the * fibres, and a thin
diffolved ftate of the blood, by the fame
remedies that are made ufe of to cure an
inflammatory difeafe, as a -f pleurefy or J
peripneumony, where the fibres are tenfe
and rigid, and the blood too thick and

% Fibres are fimple thread-like bodies (crying to
form other parts.

f Pieurify is an inflammation of the membrane that
covers the lungs.
t Peripneumony is an inflammation of the fubllancc

of the lungs*



vifcid ? and yet in thofe hand-bills and
advertifements you may often fee difeafes
mentioned of as oppoiite a nature, to be
cured by the fame fovereign remedy.

But if it is allowed, that difeafes arife
from different caufes, that their characters
are various, that alterations take place
throughout their progrefs and duration j

that they are fufceptible of complications ;

that changes occur from feafons, fexes,
different epidemics, and other caufes ;

that thefe circumflances render it indif-
penfably neceifary to alter the medicines,
to augment or diminiih the dofe of any
particular fubfbnce in the form of the
prefcription, or wholly to remove it, and
fubflitute another: which evidently fhews
how hazardous it is, to have them directed
by unlkilful perfons. It requires great
induftry and perfeverance to inveftigate
the true caufes of difeafes, and the proper
means of obviating them : therefore the
ikilful management in the quantity or
dofe of any medicine, adapted to the par-
ticular circumitances of each individual,
can only be acquired by a very extenf.ve



experience. Thofe are facts, which- I
think will be acknowledged by every
learned unprejudiced man ; and nothing
but the mod: determined obdinacy and
ignorance can contradift them.

It is really a melancholy reflexion, that
fo great a part of mankind fhould fo rafhly
have recourfe to fuch private executioners,
or their boafied fpecifics, when afdidled
with difeafes; whereby they not only ex-
pofe themfelves to the mod: iniquitous
frauds and impodtions, but place their
conditutions and lives into the hands of
a mercilefs charlatan, who has no charac-
ter to lofe, and who obtains a livelihood
at the expence of the conditutions and
lives of thofe who are fo unfortunately
milled, as to be drawn into his fnare.
Being loft to every fenfe of honor and in-
tegrity, he adumes the air of importance
and wifdom, which he is ill qualified for,
and prefumes to adminider remedies for
difeafes, whofe real caufes, nature, and
proper mode of treatment he is as igno-
rant of as his patients. Blinded by cre-
dulity, his employers attentively liden to



his jargon, fwallow his nofirums, and
comply with his directions; till time and
difappointment detedt the fraud, which
few are found to be ingenuous enough to
confefs. Whether this proceeds from an
unwillingnefs to acknowledge they have
been impofed upon, or from a wifii to
fee others impofed upon; or from what-
ever motive, I will not pretend to deter-
mine : but it is not uncommon, for per-
fons to declare that they have received
benefit, when it clearly appeared they
were in the fame fituation (and perhaps in
a worfe) than on their firft application to
them. Such condudl muft certainly be
confidered difingeuuous, and pernicious to
mankind.

It is not the inferior claffes of people
only that become the dupes of Empirics;
it is not uncommon for perfons of rank
and wealth to be caught in this fnare,
and to confide in their opinions; and
fometimes after having confulted the moil
able and judicious phyficians.

It is aftonifhing, that perfons of edu-
cation and good fenfe fhould fuffer them-



felves to be fo greatly impofed upon, as
to be prevailed on to fuppofe, that it is
in the power of thofe who pradife phyfic
and furgery at random, without education,
and without underftanding the principles
of the art; and to imagine that they arc
capable (however the patient may be fitu-
ated) of effeding more than the man,
who is qualified in every particular for
the pradice of the profefiions alluded to.
This is to prefer ignorance and falfehood
to learning and veracity. Such an opinion
I confider to be the gfeate.ft mark of dif-
refped that can be fhewn to fo truly re-
fpedable, and valuable characters, as I
conhder ingenious phyhcians to be, men of
honor and integrity; who only ought to
be considered the juft fubjeds of our con-

fidence: who will not helitate in acknow-
ledging, that they cannot effed what they
perceive impofiibie; while the quacks,
with unbounded affurance, promife to
complete what they do not underfrand,
without confidering whether it is pradi-
cable or not. How very oppofite is the
condud of thofe two charaders! The



encouragement this herd meets with from
the higher claffes, will ever influence the
lower claffes of people in their favour and
confidence. They will not defift from
perfuading them, as long as they can ex-
tort a (hilling from them, that they are

upon the eve of being cured, although
they have not afforded them a jot of re-
lief ; till, from length of time, and con-
fumption of cafh, thofe poor deluded
people experimentally find out, that they
have been infamoufly cheated; if their
difeafes have not been greatly aggravated,
through lofs of time, and pernicious
medicines.

It is much to be regretted, that the
Public in general are fo regardlefs of their
welfare, as to pay fo little attention to
the reputations and abilities of thofe un-
der whofe care they entruft themfeives;
as their recovery muff depend upon a ju-
dicious mode of treatment 3 and who frer
quently apply to perfons, who are as un-
acquainted with the nature of their dif-
eafes, and the right method of treating
them, as their patients. Erroneous treat-



ment moft be the confequencc ; maladies
are aggravated inilead of remedied, na-
ture is interrupted inilead of being aliift-
ed; and far better would it be, if the
difeafe were left to her efforts only : who
will frequently readily co-operate with
remedies calculated for the removal of
difeafe, and prefervation of our exillence;
and conflantly endeavour to counteract the
ill elfeds of thofe that have a tendency to
our dellruClion j but whofe favourable in-
terpolitions are frequently overpowered
by the rude fhocks fhe fo frequently fuf-
tains: her endeavours at length become
languid and exhaulled, and mankind falls
a facrilice to ignorance and knavery.

I am much concerned to be under the
neceliity of afferting this melancholy faCl,
that many of the human fpecies perifh
by negleCt, or mal-treatment; whom, if
their diflempers had been early attended
to, or had they been placed under the
care of a fkilful and difcerning praftition-
cr, who would have adminiftered proper
medicines fuitable to the nature of their
cafes, and virulence of their fymptoms



by which means the ravages of difeafes
being counteraded and fubdued, the af-
dided patients might have been redored.
But by delivering themfelves into the
hands of ignorant impodors, their difeafes
are attacked by nodrums totally unappli-
cable to the nature of their cafes, and
probably compofed of deleterious quali-
ties ; by which their maladies are greatly
aggravated, and lituations rendered more
unfupportable. But allowing that the
medicines they adminider fhould be in
their nature fo fimple, as to be entirely
inoffenfive, fo as to be incapable of aggra-
vating the fymptoms, or affording any
benefit; allowing this to be the cafe,
they then prove fo far pernicious, that
the afflided perfon depending on the ef-
ficacy of a medicine which is poffeffed of
none, much valuable time is lod, fymp-
*oms increafe, and become violent; the
difeafe advances with rapid drides, and
the patient and friends are convinced of
the fallacy, but frequently when too late.
They then apply to the man of judgment,
when there is nothing in his power to do.



but to pafs the doleful fentence ; that the
favourable opportunity has pa£fed by, and
he can only confider himfelf the Under-
taker’s harbinger.

It is natural for mankind to have an
anxious defre for the prolongation of
their exiftence, ; and in many refpedts, they
endeavour to avoid what they conceive
will have a tendency to impair their health,
or defroy the vital principles. But many
there are, who are not capable of diftin-
guifhing the fafeffc paths from the dange-
rous ones; and in no inftance does this
appear more clear than in the prefent.

The highwayman, or footpad, who ac-
cofls a man on the highway, and robs,
and perhaps murders him, has the
chance of defending himfelf, or being af-
lifted by the arrival of other travellers.
But the man who intrudes himfelf on a
fick perfon, as one failed in the practice
of phyfic, who is entirely ignorant of the
fcience, and the difeafe which he under-
takes to treat, is a more dangerous cha-
racter than either of the former, and equally
deferving of punifhment.



That a lying, impudent, knavifii im-
poftor, fhould elevate himfelf on a fcaf-
fold, in a public fituation, furrounded by
fpedlators, liftening to thegreat encomiums
he is beftowing upon himfelf, or by his
affiftant, whom he has employed and tu-
tored for that purpofe; whofe affertions
are readily credited by his auditors ; par-
ticularly on feeing a few poor deluded
perfons, whom he has perfuaded into his
confidence, and the management of whofe
cafes he publicly exhibits, extolling his
own fame in the treatment of them; af-
ferting a multiplicity of falfehoods con-
cerning their fituations before their appli-
cations to him : in fhort, he wilhes to be
confidered a wonder of the age, or a *

fupernatural being, pofiefied of fuperior
talents to any other man : fuch are called

* Many attempt, knowing the objections that may
be advanced on their never having received a medical
education, to elude them, by prevailing on their au-
ditors to believe, that they poflefs a fupernatural gift,
which is far fuperior to all human knowledge. In
what light fuch pretenfions will be confidered by a
man of fenfe, and void of fuperftition, it is hardly ne-
eeffary to infert.



� mountebanks. Many of thofe vagrants
travel about from one county to another,
to different villages, and country towns,
to decoy fimple rallies, who are fond of
novelty, and eafily prevailed upon to be-
lieve every lie, and to be charmed with
every deception, that fuch bafe fellows
confidertheir intereflto pradlife upon them.

Others, nominated Empirics, Charla-
tans, or Quacks, who refide in cities and
towns; fome of them (particularly in
London) rent fpacious houfes, entitle

* The credit of this market, this fair hunting doc-
tor, furrounded by five or fix hundred peafants, flaring
and gaping at him, and counting tbemfelves happy in
his condefcending to cheat them of their very fcarce
and neceflary cafh, by felling them, for twenty times
more than its real worth, a medicine whofe heft quality
were to be only a ufelefs one; the credit, I fay, of this
vile, yet tolerated cheat, would quickly vanifh, could
each of his auditors be perfuaded, of what is ftridly
true, that, except a little more tendernefs and agility
of hand, be knows full as much as his dodtor; and
that if he could aflume as much impudence, he would
immediately have as much ability, would equally de-
ferve the fame reputation, and to have the fame con-
fidence repoled in him. Dr. TiiTot’s Avis au Peuple,
Chap. xxxv. p. 270. Sedt. 613.



themfelves Phyficiaris of Difpenfaries,
and keep their equipages. not
quite fo fortunate, and probably pofiefled
of lefs cunning:, are neceffitated to live

O 7

in a more humble way. The former
having by flratagem devifed more fpeedy
and effcdfual methods of deceiving and
defrauding the higher ranks of people of
their cafh; perhaps by being poilefTed of
a greater ffiare of affiurance, or by being
more intriguing fellows than the latter,
and better {killed in the art of deception:
while the latter mud be content to prey
upon the more needy and laborious part
of mankind.

I have heard men, whofe underftandings
(by their converfation on other fubjeCts)
I fhould have imagined would have taught
them lefs credulity, highly extolling fome
of thofe characters, relating inftances of
wonderful cures performed by them; and
even affirming, that they confidered them
more Ikilful and meritorious than the
regular practitioner.

* I am well informed, that there are at this time in
London perfons of this description, who pra&ife as
physicians, that have been originally blackfmiths, far-
riers, coblers, and tinkers.



Now the numbers that apply to thefe
importers, that fome of them fbould not
recover is almort phyfically impoffible,
and I acknowledge it to be fometimes
the cafe; but yet it is not lefs certain,
that they are dangerous and dertruftive
characters. Such cures, when they dp
happen, cannot be in confequence of the
fkill of a fet of men, who are neither
acquainted with the nature of difeafes,
the quality of the medicines they admi-
nifter, nor the circumftances necertary to
be conrtdered. Allowing then, that their
nortrums fhould accidentally fucceed, I
do not conrtder them in a more favourable
view on that account, as fuch cures, when
they do happen, murt be merely the effeCt
of chance. Their lifts, or certificates of
cures, if any perfon would take the trouble
of inquiring into the particulars, would
be frequently found to be mere chimeras.
or forgeries, calculated to delude man-
kind. But if a catalogue of their mur-
derous exploits could be annually obtained,
mankind would then be infpired with
!uch a wholefome dread of them, that they
would ceafe any longer tobe their advocates.



and would be convinced of their errors,
in countenancing and entrufting them-
felves under the hands of fuch a band of
executioners.

It is extraordinary, that medical men
of all others fhould be confidered fo dull
of comprehension, as to be unable to ac-
quire the proper knowledge of their pro-
feffion, or otherwife fo bafe and wicked,
as not to pradlife it to the heft of their
judgments: and that a man, who has
fpent the former part of his life in pur-
fuing quite a different employment, Shall
at once commence phyfician, or furgeon,
without having ever received any inftruc-
tions for the pradlice of fo important a
fcience. It is confidered, that in other
arts, and in every trade, a proper length
of time is requifite, or an apprenticefhip
muff be ferved, before any one is fup-
pofed to have arrived at a fufficicnt degree
of knowledge, fo as to be qualified to adt
for himfelf. If a man fhould attempt to
perfuade another, that he could mend his
watch, when broken, or out of repair,
or any other complex machine, who was
not brought up to the trade, nor received



proper inftrunions, he would be ridiculed
for his pretentions, and meet with no *

employment. But if a man prefumes
to afiert, that he is capable of rectifying
fo very wonderful, and curioufly con-
jftruCted a machine as the human body,
when difordered, the bait is then fwallow-
cd, confidence is repofed in him, he is
countenanced and fupported; and by many
confidered more fkilful, than the man who
has occupied the greater part of his life
in the iludy of his profefiion.

* Let a foldier, difcarded from his regiment for his
roguifh tricks, or who is a deferter from it, a bank-
rupt, a difreputable ecdefiaftic, a drunken barber, or
multitudes of fuch other worthlefs people, advertife
that they mount, fet and fit up all kinds of jewels and
trinkets in perfection ; if any of thefe are not known,'
if no perfon in the place has ever feen any of their
work, or if they cannot produce authentic teftimonials
of their honefty, and their ability in their bufinefs, not
a Tingle individual will trufl: them with two pennyworth
of falfe ftones to work upon ; in fhort, they muft be
famifhed. But if inftead of profefling themfelves
jewellers, they poft themfelves up as phyficians, the
crowd purchafe, at a high rate, the pleafure of trufting
them with the care of their lives, the remaining part
of which they rarely fail to empoifon. Dr, Tiflbt’s
Avis au Peupls, Chap, xxxv, SeCi 614. p, 271.



li is indifpenfably neceflary, that every
artift fhould be well acquainted with the
fubjeCt matter on which he works: and
as there is no profeffion, or calling what-
ever, that requires a more regular and af-
fiduous application, than the art of me-

dicine, before any one can arrive to that
degree of perfection, as to be a competent
mafter of the fcience : confequently the
knowledge ofanatomy* and phyliologyf* is
indifputably neceftary, for either the phy-
fician or furgeon, who would wifti to

praClife with fatisfaCtion to himfelf, and
benefit to the afHiCfed. For, how can a
profeffion of fuch confequence to man-
kind be thoroughly underftood, unlefs the
praditioner be well acquainted with the
theoretical principles of the art? which
muft pave the way to a knowledge of the
cure of difeafes.

* Anatomy is the diffe&ing a human body, or fepa-
rating its component parts, to difeover their fituations,
figure, and ufes; which leads to the knowledge of
nature, and the cure of difeafes.

t Phyfiology is the do&rine of the animal oeconomy;
or that which teaches the conftitution of the body, fo
far as it is in a healthy ftate.



It is certain, that nature does not dis-
tribute her bounty equally to mankind.
Some men are bom with fuperior under-
ftandings to others, who can penetrate
into matters more deeply, and comprehend
more quickly and accurately. Thofe pof-
feffed of fuch fhining qualities promife
fair to excel others, in whatever profeflion
or fttuation they may be placed j and to
be ferviceable to mankind, and an orna-
ment to their country, (provided their
minds are properly cultivated). Many that
are born with fuch extraordinary talents,
are not fo fortunate as to have an oppor-
tunity of improving them, but they re-

main buried in obfcurity j they often
know not their own abilities, they are
loft both to the world, and to themfelves.
Though Providence has furnifhed them
with fuperior gifts, yet fortune does not
always afford them an opportunity of dis-
playing them. As good land cannot pro-
duce com if no feed is fown therein, nei-
ther can a man of extraordinary talents
exhibit them to the world, if the rudi-



ments of erudition is not inculcated in
his mind*

I (hall next coniider the man on whom
nature has diftributed her gifts lefs
bounteoufly, that is poflefled only of an
ordinary fhare of underflanding ; who has
received all thofe advantages refulting from
education, which were not acceffible by
the former; he therefore becomes poffeffecj
of that knowledge which the other does
not arrive at, becaufe It is not in his
power to purfue the means; therefore the
man of inferior genius is more perfect,
becaufe he has been better inftrudled.
Whereas, had the other been fimilarly fitu-
ated, where he might have had equal op-
portunities of acquiring knowledge, (and
allowing both to have been equally in-
duftrious) he would have greatly excelled
him.

It may be confidered, that I have di-
greffed from my fubjedf, by thus endea-
vouring to explain, how much inferior
the man of fuperior genius without learn-
ing, is to him of inferior genius, with
the advantages of education. But I have



been induced to make this companion, in
contradiction to an opinion, that I am
convinced prevails among fome people,
which is, that thefe felf-created DoCtors
are born with extraordinary talents, which
enables them to attain to a knowledge fu-
perior to others, without requiring any
earthly inftruClions, having obtained it by
a fupreme gift. But I with to advife thofe
who undertake the cure of * difeafes by
this gift alone, ferioufly to perufe the fixth
Commandment.

That the man, who, from his youth,
being infpired with the defire of being
brought up to the practice of phyfic, after
having received a liberal education, previous

* A dlfeaie is an alteration, or deviation from health
of fome one function of the body. How then can
any one be acquainted with the ailment of this func-
tion, if he does not know all that is requifite to the
due difcharge of it? Therefore a difeafe mull be known
before it can be cured. For to know exadlly the hif-
tory of a difeafe, its caufes, nature, and effects ; a clear
knowledge of fuch medicines as prove beneficial or
detrimental, can only be acquired by the diffedlion of
dead bodies, whofe difeafes have been carefully ob-
ferved before their death.



to the acquisition of what is to follow, he
is then placed in a fituation which affords
him an opportunity of receiving every in-
formation requifite to qualify him for fuch
a praClitioner; who has carefully and af-
fiduoufly Studied nature, and the different
functions of the human body $ who has
accurately differed, and difeovered the
Structure, and ufes of the various parts of
which it is compofed, and the caufes that
may predifpofe them to difeafed alterati-
ons ; who has regularly and diligently
attended able profeffors in the different
branches of the profeffionj who has clofely
vilited the lick in the public hofpitals,
expofed to the efHuvia of infectious dif-
eafes, and may truly be faid to have been
in jeopardy every hour; who has inquired
into the hiftory of cafes, and traced them
from their origin to their termination in
health or diffolution j who has induftrioudy
examined everyfymptom and alteration that
has occurred through the progrefs of dif-
cafes, with the effects of the medicines that
has been adminiflered, and acquires aknow-



ledge of thofe which, have proved bene-
ficial, and of thofe which have been inef-
fectual. In fhort, he carefully confiders
every circumftance which has attended his
patient ; or has happened to him by his
own obfervations, or the Information he
has received from him, or from others $

and by comparing them with one another,
he arrives at a knowledge of the primary
caufe of the difeafe, and of the beft remedies
calculated to remove it. And that after
feveral years labour, and a confderable
fum of money has been expended in fuch
purfuits, before he has arrived to a fufiici-
ent degree of experience, as to be deemed
qualified for an able practitioner, he
fhall be conlidered inferior to an ignorant,
illiterate knave, who is an entire flranger
to this whole procefs.—Fatal abfurdity I
that fuch numbers fhould fuffer themfelves
to be led away, without allowing them-
felves the liberty of reafoning upon a fub-
jecl which fo nearly interefts them.



I have remarked, that * chronic difeafes
are more generally fubmitted to the treat-
ment of Quacks, than thofe of the -f*
acute kind $ as if it were conlidered, that
they are more peculiarly qualified for the
treatment of this clafs of difeafes than the
latter, which ufually fall to the lot of the
regular pradlitioner. Now difeafes of the
chronic fpecies are often fo complicated
in their nature, and variable in their
fymptoms, that they require the cleared
difcermnent, and the niceft accuracy in
the proper management and treatment of
them. They are more mifmanageable and
difficult to cure than the acute $ nor is it
fo eafy to judge of the proper method to
be purfued.

* Chronic is a lingering dlfeafe which continues a
conliderable time, if not during the patient’s life, as
an afthma, dropfy, fcrophula, or king’s evil, &c.—•
they are fometimes owing to a natural defedt in the
conftitution, or acquired by irregularities in living,

t Acute is a difeafe which terminates in a fhort
time, or continues only a certain number of days, but
not without imminent danger; fuch are fevers, fmall-
pox, inflammations. See.



To labour under a languiihing, and per-
haps incurable malady, at any period of
life, (but particularly in youth) is cer-
tainly a very melancholy fiate: and to re-
fled!, that no remedy is capable of afford-
ing any lading benefit, but merely to pal-
liate the fymptoms, and procure a tempo-
rary relief, by which their miferable ex-
iflence may be prolonged, and rendered
more fupportable, is, I acknowledge, of
all fituations, the moll horrid. Perfons
thus circumfianced attentively liften to,and
readily credit every fabulous report they
hear of extraordinary cures performed upon
perfons, reprefented to be fimilarly fituated
with themfelves. Solicitous of obtaining
a cure at any rifque, they are hurried
about from one Quack to another j each
promifing to effed; what is impracticable :

until by their injudicious treatment caufes
often become irritated, and fymptoms ag-
gravated. Being unacquainted with the
true nature of their difeafes, their hopes
are revived by the plaufible promifes of
the pretender, till time and difappointment
proves the fraud.



Xo attend on a patient whofe difeafe is
f0 far advanced, and inveterate, as to b®
beyond the reach of our aid, and when all
our efforts prove ineffectual, is-certainly a
very unpleafant and melancholy part of
practice. And to behold a fellow-creature
languifhing under the oppreffion of a dire-
ful difeafe, and not to have it in our power
to afford him any relief, nor fometimes even
to mitigate his fufferings, is a reflection of
all others the moft mortifying and diffatis-
faCtory. And as hope does not defert us
even in the hour of death, to fee hint
anxioufly lifting up his eyes to his phyfical
friend, whom he confiders as his only
anchor in this world, being ardently feli-
citous (and perhaps for the fake of his
family) to be delivered from that cruel
tyrant Death. To fee his aftiiCfed and af-
fectionate relations, who furround his bed-
lide, attentively looking at the countenance
of the phyfician, in hopes to difeover by
his looks fome favourable omen, and that
a ray of hope remains 5 while the phyfician,
who is a man of too much integrity to
affert what is contrary to his opinion.



(however his feelings may be affeCted by
paffing the fentence) is obliged to declare,
that all is done which is in the power of
human art to effect, and that the reft
muft be left to God. Such a fcene
muft undoubtedly be, to every man in-
fpired with a fympathetic feeling for the
afflictions of others, truly difmal and af-
fecting.

To cure difeafes, and relieve thofe in
pain, is a very fatisfaCtory employment.—
But to attend a patient through a linger-
ing, tedious difeafe, without any profpeCt
of curing him, but merely of affording
him temporary eafe, is a very melancholy
and difagreeabie talk.

How very different is the conduCt of the
profligate Quack to the character above
defcribed; who, not being actuated by
motives of reCtitude, (his own intereff
being his foie confideratipn) conceives that
the fureft way to conceal his ignorance,
and moft effeCtually to deceive his em-
ployer, is to give the difeafe a new name,
to difapprove of every thing that has hi-
therto been done; and to prevail upon him



to believe, that he alone is acquainted
with the true nature of his diforder, and
the remedies fuitable to remove it; which
he boldly promifes to effedt without
any regard to the flate of the patient,
or the propriety or impropriety of his
affertions; for thefe are not objects of
his confutation, He therefore pleafes
his patient, and flatters his hopes, until
the aggravation of his mifery, or a prema-
ture death, proves his dodlora villain, (but
not before his own purpofe is obtained.)
But if his employers would defer paying
him, until he had accompliffied what he
promifed, I am difpofed to think, the fal-
lacy would foon be at an end.

The frailty of human nature is fuch,
that we moft readily approve of that advice,
which is moft flattering and fuitable to
our own inclinations. But a phyfician
who is a man of ftridl veracity, and per-
ceives the hazardous ftate of his patient,
wiß not hefitate in affirming what he
thinks ; and becaufe he will neither flat-
ter, nor deceive, left confidence is repofed



in him, than in the man who ufes both *

and who, under the cloak of wifdom and
experience, afierts the mod; egregious falfe-
hoods. He who intimates the neceffity
of perfevering in a drift regimen, and that
time and patience will be requidte in the
accomplidiment of a cure, will be lefs
attended to, than he who conduits his
patient’s own inclinations, promifes him
a fpeedy cure, and permits him to indulge
in his own tafte and humour, without
conddering whether it be confident with
his difeafe or not.

There are fome of thefe pretenders who
prefume to judge of a patient’s difeafe
merely by infpefting his urine,* and who
without feeing the perfon, or inquiring into
the fymptoms, pretend to know what the
difeafe is, and immediately adminider their
medicines. If it be admitted as a faft,
that they poflefs magic powers, or fuper-
natural gifts, fuch pretenfions may be
verified 5 but if this is not credited, it
mud be grofs ignorance to fuppofe, and
alfo the greated impofition to perfuade
the public, that the mere examination of

their



their urine does afford them diffident in-
formation to inveftigate the caufes and
fymptoms of a difeafe, and to be able
thereby to prefcribe remedies moft fuita-
ble for it. The examination of a patient’s
urine is frequently neceffary, together
with the ftate, and other circumdances
relative to the patient; as in fevers, and
other diforders, where the changes pro-
duced in it may affift us in judging of
the approach of a crifis * in many acute
difeafes, and the alterations that may have
taken place in the progrefs of the difeafe,
and in forming a prognoflic. But for any
one to affert, that he can tell a perfon’s
diforder only by viewing the urine, com-
mon fenfe, I fhould imagine, would de-
termine the abfurdity and fallacy of fuch
a pretenfion : and whoever diredls any
medicine, without any other information
of the date of his patient than what the

* Crifis is a change that takes place in acute difeafes,
wherein fuch an alteration is produced in the ftate of
the patient as to determine his fate, either for recovery
or death. Its approach is judged of by a thick fedi-
ment in the urine, and other fymptoms.



infpe&ion of his urine affords, is an in-
famous impoftor, and the perfon who
confides in him a compleat dupe.

There are none more liable to deprive
a man of his exiflence, than thofe fet of
Quacks termed rupture doftors; who af-
firm, that they have in their poffeflion
radical cures for that difeafe; which too
many are inclined to believe. A rupture
is certainly a very troublefome and bur-
denfome affliction, and moft that labour
under it are very defirous of being cured,
(if poflible) which frequently induces
them to be milled by the falfe pretenfions
of thefe miicreants ; whereby they often
expofe their lives to the moft imminent
danger, and are fubjeCted to tedious con-
finement, painful applications, and fome-
times dangerous and rafh * operations:

* I faw an inftance of this in a mountebank, who
undertook the cure of a boy of about fix years of age,
for a rupture; and not only performed the operation,
but caftrated him: when I afked him in private, why
he ufed this hazardous method, without trying a trufs,
fmee his tender age would have eafily admitted of it,
he ingenuoufly confefled he did it for profit: for he



and if they efcape with their lives, they
are often left in a worfe fituation than
they were before. Whereas, had they
remained contented with their former
conditions, and been fatisfied with a pro-
per trufs, they might have had no in-
creafe of their malady during their lives.
This difeafe, if properly attended to, and
judicioufly treated from its commence-
ment, will require no other application,
nor any operation, (unlefs it (hould be a
* flrangulated rupture, which is a ftate

would have been paid but a crown for the trufs, whereas
the operation brought him in ten, if not twenty.
Heifter’s Surgery, eighth edition, Introdu&ion, p. 15.

* A ftrangulated rupture is a ftridfure made on a
portion of the guts, or cawl, by the borders of the
opening formed by the reparation of the fibres, of the
tendon of a mufcle of the belly, called external, oblique,
(from its fituation and direction). This is caufed by
an inflammation of the gut, its being diftended with
air, or fasces j or an additional quantity of gut or cawl,
or both, that has defeended in thofe that were ruptured
before j and as long as this ftri&ure continues, the
parts are incapable of being returned into the cavity
of the belly. The patient, under thefe circumftances,
is incapable of going to ftool, the parts are painful on



extremely dangerous, and requires the
immediate affifbnce of the mod: fkilful
furgeons) except the replacing of the gut,
and the application of a well made trills.
This is all that can be neceflaryj or will
be attempted by an honed: man.

being handled, or when he is in an erecl pofture, or on
any exertion of the body, as in coughing or fheezing.
If this ftridure continues other fymptoms fucceed, as
fickneft at the ftomach, violent vomitings, accom-
panied with more or I'efs of a fever, and a quick and
hard pulfe. It muft be attempted to be reduced by
gentle means, and by placing the body in fuch a pofture,
as may favour the return of the protruded part. If this
does not fhortly fucceed other means muft be tried, as
bleeding, glyfters, or the fumigation of tobacco thrpwn
into the bowels (by means of a proper machine in-
vented for that purpofej cathartics, and refrigerating
applications. If thefe remedies do not fucceed, the
fymptoms fcon become aggravated; and the only re-
fource left is an operation, and no time muft be loft.
This operation confifts in dilating the ring, or bor-
der of the opening, by which that part of the gut, or
cawl, confined by the ftriefure is fet free, and is again
returnable into the belly. But if it be delayed too
long, other fymptoms, more fatal, enfue, fuch as con-
vulfive hickups, coldnefs of the extremities, fmall, in-
terrupted pulfe, gangrene, mortification, and at laft
death. A further defcription of this operation is totally
unnccdTary here.



Before I quit this fubjedt, I fball endea-
vour to give my readers fome idea of the
true nature of a rupture, that they may
be enabled to judge for themfelves. And
I hope to convince them of the incon-
iiftency and hazard of fuch attempts, as
a confirmation of what I have advanced.

A rupture is a protrufion of a greater
or lelfer portion of the * inteftines, or
omentum, or of both, the natural fituations
of which arc in the cavity of the belly.
The places where they ufually appear,
are in the groin, upper and fore part of

* The inteftines, or guts, are fix in number, fttu-
ated in the cavity of the belly, inclofed in the perito-
neum, or that membrane which furrounds the whole
cavity, and gives an external covering to every bowel
contained therein. They are divided into three fmall
and three large inteftines, the former, which are in-
clofed within the latter, are named duodenum, jegu-
nutn, and ilium; the latter, caecum, colon, and reftum,
Thofe which moft ufually defcend, and form a rup-
ture, are the ilium, or caecum, and colon.

t Omentum, or cawI, is fituated on the furface of
the inteftines ; its upper part is connected to the bot-
tom of the fiomach, fpleen, and colon : it defcends
over all the- other inteftines. Its ufe is to lubricate
the guts for their eafy motions.



the thigh, and at the navel, producing
an enlargement or fwelling. The frft is
by furgeons named inguinal, the fecond
femoral, and the third umbilical, and
they are fo called from their fituations.
They pafs out from the belly through
openings, which are natural to thofe who
have not ruptures, as well as to thofe who
have. But whichever of thefe ruptures
it may happen to be, the protruded part
carries before it that * membrane (before
mentioned) which lines the whole cavity
of the belly, and forms what is called the
hernial fac, or bag in which the rupture
is contained. It is found to be of a
greater or leffer fize, and of a different
thicknefs, according to the quantity of
its contents, and to the continuance of
the rupture.

There are many circumftances to be
confidered, which will render this dis-
order more or lefs hazardous ; for the
fame kind of rupture, in different per-

* A membrane is a white, broad, dilatable fub-
ftance, covering or lining the various cavities of the
body, the bowels, mufcles, &c.



fons, is differently fituated. The confti-
tution and age of the perfon, the date of
the rupture, its being bound, or not bound
by ffnCture, free, or not free from inflam-
mation, and the general fyrr.ptoms that
attend it rendering reduction practicable,
or impracticable, ought certainly to be
neceffary objeCls of confideration, and will
require a variation in the mode of treat-
ment.

If a rupture is early attended to, by re-
turning it into its natural cavity, and there
retaining it by means of a * proper trufs,
it will be the only method by which a
radical cure can be effected. But thofe
ruptures which are of an ancient date, and
which have been negleCted, and fuffered
to remain down, may have contracted
fuch adhefions to their containing bag,
as to render their return into the belly
impracticable, and very dangerous to be
attempted. And the patient fhould be con-

* I fay, a proper trufs, becaufe many of them are
very ill made, and inadequate to the purpofe for which
they were defjgned j hence arifes the neceffity of ap-
plying to an eminent trufs maker.



tented with a bag trufs, unlefs a flri&ure
in this cafe fhould take place, and ob-
flrii(stion to the fasces, which will render
reduction in all cafes neceffary.

The cure of a rupture is diftinguifhed
into radical, or perfedl, and palliative, or
imperfeff, and though the event is diffe-
rent, yet the method of treatment requi-
fite in both is exactly the fame ; viz. re-
turning the parts, and confining them by
a proper trufs. This in fame produces
a perfedl cure, in others only a palliative
one and this depends on particular cir-
cumftances attendant on different ruptures,
which it is not in our power to alter. To
thofe unacquainted with the nature of a
rupture, or the anatomical ftrudure of
the parts concerned in the difeafe, it may
appear ftrange, that the means to effedl
a perfect, and an imperfed cure, fhould
be entirely the fame. But (as I have be-
fore faid) to return the protruded part (if
prafticable) in the cavity of the belly,
and to confine it there by a proper trufs,
is all which it is in the power of art to
effect. But nature fometimes is capable



gf doing more; and will accomplifh a
radical cure in fome cafes, which in others
is left imperfeft; and this depends on cer-
tain circurnftances* which it is not in the
power of human art to alter. For when
the parts forming a rupture are returned,
an opportunity is given to the opening
through which they pafled, and which was
confequcntly dilated, to contract itfelf, by
■which means a perfect cure fometimes is
produced. The different applications,
embrocations, and remedies, which have
been, and are at this time ufed, are not
in the reach of the parts concerned in
this difeafe, nor can they contribute in
the lead; to its cure. And if it has hap-
pened, that any have been cured while
under fuch a procefs, it muft have been
owing to their long * reding in a fupine
pofturc, or to the flricture of a proper
bandage. .

* Inftances have occurred ofruptured peifons, who,
from fome difeafe or accident which confined them to
their beds for feveral weeks, have been perfectly cured
of their ruptures, and have never had any return of the
difeafe. 1 '



To ehter more minutely into the nature
of a rupture, would carry me beyond my
prefent defign : and I hope it will be con-
fidered, that I have fo far explained the
fubjeft, that the reader may perceive the
abfurdity and fallacy of fuch infignificant
applications, as thofe which are impofed
upon the public as cures for ruptures:
and the raihnefs and barbarity of others,
who undertake to perform dangerous
operations, which are fo unlikely to prove
fuccefsful, that on the contrary they often
prove fatal *,

There is no difeafe which opens a more
ample field for the exercife of quackery,
or contributes more to its fupport, than
the venereal, nor none that has fuffered
worfe treatment, and made more confi-

' No difeafe has ever furnifhed fuch a conftant fuc-
ceflion of quacks as ruptures have: they, who have
had Tome fmattering of anatomy, or furgery, and whofe
humanity has not been their prevailing quality, have
adopted one of the preceding operations, or fame thina;
like them; while they who have had lets knowledge,
and more timidity, have had recourfe to the more
meakihg knavery of fpecific applications. Mr. Potts*
Chirurgical Works, Vol. I. p. 170.



derable ravages among mankind to the
laft degree of decay. It would require
volumes to contain the numerous instances
of ruined conftitutions, (not to fay how
many have been * poifoned by the diabo-
lical tranfadlions of this neft of empirics.)
Honefty and humanity are qualities which
they are entire ftrangers to ; they neither
regard the {offerings of their fellow
creatures, nor what effe6ls their nodrums
may produce ; nor any other confidera-
tion, but money. They fwarm in all

* I thould not thus have expofed thefe little dabblers
in phyfic, nor attempted to difprovc their bold and
falfe affertions, publiffled with a fhamelefs front, to
impofe upon the ignorant, and feduce the credulous
and unwary, had not the death of a very promifing
youth, (who fell a facrifice to the ignorance of one of
thefe impoftors) given me this melancholy occafion.
Befides, thefe men fatten upon the mifcries and afflic-
tions of other people; for they know full well that
few perfons can hurt them, becaufe few or none will
be willing to expofe their own failings to the cenfure
pf their friends; nor do any care to let the worldknow
they were fo egregioufly weak and filly, as to put
themfelves under the direction of fuch illiterate quacks.
Dr. Robinfon’s Treatife on the Venereal Difeafe, p.
»3» ?4*



parts of London, and there is fcarce a
lamp-port, wall, or gate, but what has
patted on them their infamous bills •, nor
a public avenue, where fome of their va-
gabonds are not ttationed, towait for the un-
wary, by which fuch numbers are enfnared
and led to deftruclion. Their difeafcs are

made durable inttead of being removed ;

and here it may very properly be faid,
that the remedy proves worfe than the
difeafej for if they efcape with their
lives, the remainder of their days (by
mal-treatment or poifonous drugs) is
embittered with miferies, and infirmities
infurmountable. Therefore they mutt
continue the refidue of their lives (if fuch
a ttate can be called living) an offenfive
nuifance to themfelves, and to ail others
that come within their reach.

Happy it is for mankind, that a medi-
cine is difeovered, which is endued with
powers capable of curing this virulent,
loathforne difeafe; and this medicine is
mercury % which, by the art of che-

mittry,
* Mercury, or quickfilver, is a mineral fluid, and



miftry, may be fo changed and prepared,
by being combined with other fubfbnces,
as to be productive of very valuable and
beneficial effeds as a medicine, and ca-
pable of curing this malady in all its va-
rious forms. But when entrufted to the
management of rafh pretenders, it will
prove a curfe to mankind inftead of a
blefling, and a dangerous deftrudive poi-
fon. It may be confidered as fo many
fharp inffruments in the hands of raving
madmen, who, not guided by reafon or
judgment, are incapable of calculating
the dofe fuitable in different cafes and
confutations. This only can be diftin-
guifhed by an able phyfician, or furgeon.

more ponderous than any other. It is either extraSed
by art from certain ores, or found in a fluid ftate in
the earth. The greateft quantities come from the
Eaft Indies ; but there are conflderable mines of it in
Spain, Hungary, Peru, and Fruili. It is met with in
three different forms, viz. pure, in ruddy clods, or
glebes, which is cinnabar, and in flony glebes, or a
mineral fubftancc, in colour generally refembling faf-
fron; fometimes this is blackifh. This mineral is
prepared into a variety of forms by chemical proceffes,
each of which have their refpcclive ufes as a medicine.



whoever elfe attempts it is a cheat, and a
dangerous pefl to fociety. No difeafe re-
quires an earlier attention, or more im-
mediate aid, than the venereal. Its
fymptoms often advance rapidly, every
hour becoming more virulent; and if
through quackery, irregularities, igno-
rance, or a falfe bafhfulriefs, it be impro-
perly treated, neglected, or fuffered to
proceed unnoticed, it may lay the foun-
dation for future miferies, which never
can be fuamounted, and it often produces
the mbft direful effects.

Various and tormenting are the fymp-
toms of this raging diforder, after it has
got into the habit, efpecially if no effen-
tial means are made ufe of to counteract
its virulence. The throat becomes affec-
ted with offenfive ulcers, the breath emits
a moft horrid flench j fcabs, blotches, or
dark copper coloured fpots, and fiflulous
ulcers appear on the furface of the diffe-
rent parts of the body 3 violent nocturnal
pains torment the patient. At length the
more folid parts (the bones) become af-
feCted with caries, or rottennefs, (parti-



culariy the bones of the palate, and roof
of the mouth.) The Ihin bones are af-
fected with * nodes, the teeth fall out
of their fockets, and fometimes blindnefs
fucceeds. The venereal venom fometimes
penetrates more deeply, laying hold of
the vital parts, and producing a *f* pul-
monary phthilis, or confumption of the
lungs, cauling a cough, purulent expecto-
ration, heCtic fever, noCturnal fweats,
reftlefs nights, lofs of appetite, J maraf-

* Node is a riling or tumor on a bone, in confe-
quence of a confirmed lues, or pox.
f Phthifis pulmonatis, is an afFe&ion of the lungs,

producing a confumption, or general walle of the
whole body. In this difeafe the lungs are frequently
loaded with tubercles, or little bags of matter, which
is expectorated in coughing, and is always attendant
on this difeafe, together with a heClic fever, wafting,
night fweats, and flying pains and ftitches. It proceeds
from many caufes, fuch as venereal and fcrophulous
virus, pleurify or peripneumony, long continued coughs j
and is readily produced by intemperance in thofe who
are conftitutionally difpofed to this difeafe, and in thofe
who have a particular ftraitnefs and mal-formatioa of
their chefts.

t Marafmus is lingering confumption of the whole
body, attended with a wafting fever, and varbus other
(ymptoms.



mus, and a general wafte of the mufcular
parts of the body j the patient becomes
feeble, emaciated, and racked with moft
bitter pains: all the folids and fluids
towards the lad: ftage are a corrupted mafs.
At length,being reduced to a merelkeleton,
he impatiently waits the arrival of death,
as his only deliverer from his torments.
Such horrid fcenes I have frequently feen
with deep concern and upon inquiring
into the hiftory of their cafes, and the
manner they had been treated, I learnt,
that negledl and mal-treatment had been
the foie caufe of the difeafe terminating
fo wretchedly and fatally.

It is not uncommon for infants to re-
ceive an hereditary taint of this nature
from their parents ; which often appears
at the time of birth, in the form of
crufty fcabs, and puftular eruptions, ge-
nerally on their legs, thighs, and arms,
or ulcers about various parts of the body:
and if they furvive, they continue fickly,
weak, difeafed, and commonly ufelefs
members of focietv ; and fortunate it is.



when death kindly removes them in their
infancy from fuch a ftate of wretchednefs.

It is really a national concern, to hear
of fo many who fall vidims to this horrid
malady and though it may not diredly
deftroy the vital principle, yet it is aknoft
a certainty, that it cuts fiiort the thread of
life. Thefe afflided perfons are often left
to linger under infirmities, which are
too deeply rooted to be eradicated; per-
haps they may live to beget a half rotten
pofterity, but the poor innocent children
fu-ffer feverely for the fins and frailties of
their parents. Whereas had they (on the
firfi: appearance of their difeafe, or foon
after) been pofiefled of that prudence,
which would have direded them to the
man who would have attentively and judi-
cioully confidered their fituations, put
them upon a proper regimen, and attacked
their diftemper with a mercurial prepara-
tion, fuited to their habit of body and
adapted to the virulence of the difeafe,
its effeds on the conflitution might
have been counteraded, and all its
terrible train of evils prevented: they



might have been reftored to their priftine
health and vigor, and not have entailed
future miferies on fucceeding generations.
It is not unufual in fuch cafes to defer ap-
plying to the regular practitioner, until
the conftitution is ruined, and until it is
paft the power of art to repair it. And I
am much deceived, if what I have ad-
vanced on this head, is not capable of
being verified by the woeful experience of
many. In truth, my readers, this is more
frequently the cafe than you may probably
conceive it to be, and a truly pitiable cafe
it is: but it ever mu ft remain fo, unlefs
fuch means are devifed, and executed, as
will entirely defeat the authors of fuch
calamities.

It is very common to obferve, in feveral
of their hand-bills and advertifements,
that they have the effrontery to affirm,
that they cure the various fymptoms at-
tendant on the different ftages of this dif-
temper, as well as many other difeafes of
a direCl contrary nature to the former,
with one noftrum. But that mankind can
fo far yield up their reafon, as to believe



that this can poflibly be effeded (when the
degree of the difeafe is fo different, and
fymptoms fo variable in divers perfons)
by one fingle panacea, is to me truly
furprifing. And yet all this is to be ac-
complished without any regard to confine-
ment, or reftraint in diet 5 as if no difeafe,
nor conduct whatever, could pofiibly with-
ffand the force and operation of their all
powerful fpecifics.

The reader will pleafe to recoiled, that
I have, in a foregoing page, endeavoured
to point out the abfurdity, and dangerous
tendency of infallible noffrums ; and the
indifpenfable neceffity of attending to dif-
ferent conftitutions and circumflances in
each individual cafe. This can only he
acquired by an attentive refledion on caufes
and effeds produced in different difeafes,
and which is the only means to arrive at a
knowledge of curing difeafes. For a con-
fined knowledge cannot qualify a man in
any branch of the profefiion, he muff
have an extenfive knowledge of the whole
fcience.



Now that mankind fhould be induced to
Believe, that the venereal difeafe, rheuma-
tifm, gout, itch, fcrophula or king’s evil,
fcurvy,&c.are all to giveway tothis miracu-
lous dofe, plainly fhews, how little theyare
difpofed to think of a fubjedl fo ferious in
its confequences as the abufe of medicine.
To enter into a minute detail on the na-
ture, fymptoms, and method of cure of
thefe'different difeafes, would fwell out
this effay beyond my original defign, and
might be confidered fuperfluous and un-
neceffary. Let it fuffice to fay (and I be-
lieve by every rational perfon it will be
allowed) that each of thefe difeafes has
its charadleriflic figns, by which it
may be readily diftinguifhed from any
other; that its nature, appearances,
and effedls, are obvioufly different, and
that they vary in different fubjedts. If all
this is admitted, how then can common
fenfe coincide with their affirmations,
Allowing that their compofitions fhould
be efficacious in the cure of the difeafe
alluded to, does it alfo follow, that they
tnuft be capable of curing every other ?



The abfurdity of fuch a fuppofuioa will
not admit of debate.

Many of them, apprized of the dread-
ful apprehenfions that feme perfons enter-
tain of taking mercury, confder it their
Jntereft to declare, that they cure this dif-
cafe, in all its various ftages, without ad-
miniitering a grain of it. Now thefe ap-
prehenfions, which many entertain of this
medicine, I acknowledge are not without
foundation, when it is left to the diferetion.
of quackery: but when entrufted to the
management of a prudent and careful phy-
fician, or furgeon, I can from experience
and obfervations venture to affirm, that

ey are entirely groundlefs. It may very
fafely and beneficially be adminiftered at
any period of life, in this diftemper, with
a find attention to the patient’s flrength
and habit, degree of virulence of the
fymptoms, and the effedls which it pro-
duces, which are extremely uncertain ; as
fome conftitutions can bear, and will re-
quire a greater quantity than others to
conquer the difeafe; while others will
be fenfibly affiefted by a much fmaller



quantity, and will not require fo much :

and this depends on particular fituations
in particular cafes, and a greater or leffer
degree of irritability in the fyflem of dif-
ferent perfons, which demands our con-
flan t confideration. For by a proper at-
tention to this circumfiance, the fuccefs
and fafety of this medicine folely depends.
There is no medicine that can be depended
upon to cure this diflemper but a mercu-
rial preparation, (unlefs it fhould be a
gonorrhcea * or a local affedlion) and thofe
that attempt to cure it by any other method
will be baffled, and the patient will be
difappointed.

Great and valuable improvements of
late years have been made in the adminif-
tration of this medicine. Formerly pa,-

* Gonorrhoea, or dap, is a local affedion from an
impure coition, producing an inflammation in fome
part of the urethra, attended with a difcharge of a
purulent appearance; but which is no other than an
increafed fecretion of the natural mucus, that lubri-
cates the paffage changed in its confiftence and colour.
It is to be treated as other local inflammations, with
a low diet, mild cathartics, and refrigerating medi-
cines ; oily or mucilaginous injedions: and by a ftricb
attention to regularity and the antiphlogiftic plan, i{
will frequently require no other mode of cure.



tients were fubjeded to tedious and unne-
cessary confinement, and fevere falivations,
who by experiments and obfervations, we
are now convinced might have been cured
by a milder method and without expe-
riencing the difagreeable effeds refulting
from fo fevere a procefs. For by intro-
ducing this medicine into the habit, as
an alterative, in a quantity fuited to the
lymptoms of the cafe (at proper intervals)
which may be known by the abatement of
the fymptoms, and the effeds produced,
a certain, fafe, and pleafant cure generally
will be effeded. Ido not mean to infi-
nuate, that every cafe (however malignant
and untradable in its fymptoms) will in-
variably yield to this method, lam aware,
that venereal complaints, in certain habits,
and from peculiar caufes, under the belt
treatment and ikill of the mod able of
the profeflion, will fometimes require the
perfeverance of months before they can
be wholly fubdued; as thofe lituated in
the manner I have defcribed in a foregoing
page, and which will admit of an excep-
tion from this lad mentioned fydem.



There is a character in London, whofe
unlimited audacity and impudence exceeds
all the reft, and whofe pretenfions are
liable to produce as much mortality among
the human race, as a peflilence, famine,
or the fword. This profligate pretender
(with wonted affurance) informs the pub-
lic, that he is capable of curing cancers,
difeafed bones and joints,, mortifications,
and various other difeafes, indifcriminately $

denies the neceffi ty of the knife in any
cafe whatever ; challenges the corporation
of furgeons to contradict his affirmations;
and impertinently makes free with the
names of forae of the mod: eminent and
refpeCtable among them.

The length of the advertifement I mean
(almofl falling the column of a news pa-
per) cannot have failed of attracting the
notice of many: and its repeated infertion
in different papers, evidently thews that
numbers are difpofed to credit his affer-
tions, and entruft themfelves to his ma-
nagement, without allowing themfelves the
liberty of confidering, whether what he
advances be practicable, or confident with

reafon



or not. Alas I unfortunate deluded people,
1 fhudder to think what mull have been
the fate of many; and what will be the
fate of others, as long as this impodor is
permitted to continue his deceptions.—
But while that propendty to whatever is
new and marvellous, which predominates
among fo many of our fpecies, and which
has raifed fo many illiterate perfons, and
noxious things into reputation, and while
mankind are fo ready to follow the ex-
ample of others, whofe conduct is the
lead: fit to be imitated, I fear a regula-
tion in this particular can hardly be ef-
fected. It requires but a very fmall {hare

of difeernmerit to deteCi the falfhood of
his dodrines, and the impracticability of
what he undertakes. Such a character as
this I confider as a mod notorious cheat,
on whom exemplary puniihment (hoaid be
inflicted, in order to deter others. For
the profeflions of phytic and furgery,
when under no reflraint, and fubjeded to
no laws, nor regulations, are a mod cruel
fcourge to mankind, and a ferious national
calamity. To credit the contents of fuch



an advertifement muft be, to conlider
furgeons either ignorant, ralb pretenders,
or cruel, and inhuman lavages; who, to
fatisfy their brutal inclinations, or from
fome interched motives, diimember and
mangle their fellow creatures under the
plea of neceffity. Surely mankind are not
,fo far prejudiced as to entertain fo ignoble
an idea of a body of men, who endeavour
to do their duty in the bell manner they
are able ; and to render themfelves as fer-
viceable and ufeful as poffible. The
plaufible fallboods which are inferted in
fuch advertifements are a difgrace to a
news paper, an infult to common fenfe,
and for the fecurity of mankind, ought to
be fupprelTed.

I am fen able that many perfons are of
opinion, that furgeons often amputate
limbs unnecelfarily, which otherwife
might have been cured, provided they had
patience, and inclination to attend to them
long enough; and fufpedl that this is
moll generally the cafe in public hofpitals;
and done with a view of getting rid of fuch
cales as are likely to prove tedious and



fome. But in this opinion mankind do
them great injuftice, and it is owing to
this opinion that the character I allude to
is principally indebted for the encourage-
ment and fupport he meets with. Thofe
gentlemen who fill the office of furgeons
to public hofpitals, are at the head of
their profeffion, and of fuch eminence
and abilities, that no other country can
boaft of a fuperiority in this refpedt. And
I am certain, that their humanity is equal
to their (kill; and juftly entitles them to
the confidence of mankind. They are
very far from meriting thofe illiberal alper-
fions, writh which, through mifreprefen-
tation and falfe prejudices, they are un-
defervedly loaded. A long and regular
attendance at the public hofpitals in Lon-
don, has afforded me repeated opportu-
nities of being convinced, that the above
opinion is groundlefs. I have always ob-
ferved the greatefi: humanity and attention
ffiewn by thefe gentlemen to the affiicled
poors an d every means purfued which
were calculated for the prefervation of
limbs and lives. And that in fuch un-



fortunate cafes as were irremediable, and
where the foie chance of preferving the
patient’s life depended on an operation.
I have always found, that tbefe operations
were not attempted without aconfultation,
and without the acquiefcence, and con-
currence of the other furgeons of the fame
hofpital. When they were, unanimous
in opinion that no other refource was left
the patient, they then confidered it their
duty to afford him that chance; and to
explain to him. how unhappily his cafe
was circumftan'ced, as not to admit of any
other relief but by an operation. Such
opinions I have feen delivered by thofe
gentlemen with that tendernefs and con-
cern, which I think mud; have infplred
every auditor with admiration and efleern
for their humanity towards their afhided
patients.

It is a melancholy truth, that there are
fome difeafes which are fo circumftanced,
that the patient has no other chance for
his life but by fubmitting to the knife.
And to determine whether the cafe will
admit of any delay, or whether, if the



prefent opportunity fliould be neglefted,
another equally favourable may not offer,
is a point, which requires the nicefl, and
moft accurate difcernment.—This is not
unfrequently the cafe in compound * frac-
tures, where the furroundingikin, mufcles,
tendons, (and ligaments when the injury
is received at the joints) are fo crufhed
and lacerated, and the bones fo {battered,
as in cafes where broad-wheeled waggons,
or other ponderous bodies fall upon, or
pafs over the limbs $) and when the parts
are fo bruifed and impaired, that the cir-
culation through them is fo much impe-
ded, that without immediate amputation
a gangrene, and mortification mud; take
place, and death inevitably follow. For
inflammation foon takes pofleflion of the
limbs, and an encreafed irritation, and
adtion of the veflels of the whole fyflem,
would fruftrate our endeavours in an ope-
ration, fubjecf the patient to unnecefl'ary
pain, and haflen his diflblution. Whereas

* Compound fra&ure, is a fra&ure accompanied with,
a wound j and fometimes with a protrufion, or thrufting
forth of the bone through the integuments, or ddn.



had the operation been performed imme-
diately alter the accident, and before thefe
fymptoms had appeared, the patient might
have been preferved.

There are other cafes which will allow
of longer deliberation, but where the
knife becomes at laft indifpenftbly necef-
fary, to afford the patient a fair chance for
his life; as in joints, where the heads of
the bones are enlarged, and rotten, and in
putrid corrofive ulcers, where the texture
of the bone underneath is greatly dif-
eafed; and where, by the profufe dif-
charge attending it, the patient’s ftrength
is greatly exhaufted, and he is become
emaciated; or by the re-abforption of a
virulent pus, caufing a heftic fever and
night fweats $ if an operation is delayed,
and thefe fymptoms fuffered to advance
too far, until the patient’s ftrength is too
much exhaufted, it will be then too late
to propofe an operation. Thefe are mat-
ters which require the greateft judgment
in a furgeon to determine, that he may
not unneceffarily and rafhly deprive his
patient of a limb, or through ignorance.



or tirtiidity defift from affording him the
only probable chance of his prefervation.

Many other cafes I could mention, in
vindication of the operative part of fur-*
gery; but what I have already advanced
on the fubjedt, by a moment’s reflexion
from every reasonable man, I hope will be
conlidered fufficient, to convince him of
the neceflity of the knife in many de-
fperate accidents, and deplorable cafes.

Great, and frequently fatal errors are
committed in the ufe of the lancet. This
operation is daily performed by barbers,
farriers, andfuch like uninformed perfons;
who, however expert they may be as ope-
rators, are badly qualified to judge whe-
ther the patient be likely to derive benefit
or detriment from this evacuation. Al-
lowing it to be neceffary, how can they
rightly determine the quantity proper to
be taken away ? To afeertain this, the
ffate of the pulfe, and the other fymp-
toms, are proper guides, which are cir-
cumftances that they are totally unac-
quainted with. And it is their intereft to



bleed every perfon who applies to them
for that purpofe.

A very pernicious cuflom prevails among
many perfons, but particularly the more
laborious part of mankind, which is, on
the firft attack of any difeafe, they have
recourfe to thofe kind of people to be
bled j as if they confidered bleeding as a
fovereign remedy, and capable of check-
ing the progrefs of every difeafe indiferi-
minately. There are certain difeafes where
the ufe of the lancet is primarily and in-
difputably necedary, and productive of
the mod: falutary effeCts; and where the
patient by the negleCl of it, mud; fre-
quently inevitably periih ; and on the
contrary, there are many other difeafes,
where it is not only unnecedary and im-
proper, but often produCHve of the mod:
malignant and fatal confequences:—of the
former are difeafes originating from ple-
thora, where there is a fuperabundant
quantity of blood, of too denfe a confift-
ence caufing an encreafed force in circu-
culation, which impedes the regular
aCfion of the veflels ; fuch a d;ate of the



blood predifpofes the perfon to inflam-
matory fevers, pleurlfies, peripneumony,
phrenitis, and various other inflammatory
difeafes. Of the latter are thofe difeafes,
where the blood is in too impoverished a
ftate, with a dimifhed aflion of the heart,
and vafcular fydem ; or thofe originating
from a fault in the folids and fluids, as in
dropfies, agues, intermittent, nervous,
putrid, and malignant fevers ; in various
chronic difeafes, or thofe from a vicious
confHtution of the humours, as in fcro-
phula, fcurvy, &c. and where bleeding
cannot remove the whole of the virus
from the habit, but only a proportionable
quantity as the blood drawn away con-
tains.

It is the ufual cuftom of many perfons,
(though fortunately of late years it has
been lefs in vogue,) to be bled twice a
year, and theygenerallyprefer the fpringand
autumn, which they confider as the mofl
favourable feafons for this operation. This
cuftom, they imagine, protects them from
difeafes, which otherwife they would be
more liable to receive. This is a very



egregious miflake, and is liable to entail
on them the very mifehief, which they

fuppo.fe it prevents. Thofe who have ac-
cuftomed themfelves to this habit for fome
years, will require it at the ufual feafon of
the year, at which this evacuation has been
made ; they will thereby materially injure
their conflitutions, and become obnoxious
to various difeafes.

If the vafcular fyflem is not over dis-
tended, and the circulating fluids not too
rapid, the pulfe will be neither too full,
jfrong, nor opprefled. Jf fo, how can it be
neceflarytoweaken the powers of nature,and
lelien the action of the heart and arteries,
which was not too much encreafed. The
pulfe is the certain diagnoftic of the ftate
of the circulating fluids; and when
the pulfe is too full and hard, it evidently
proves that a plethora prevails, and that
bleedingmay be advantageoufly performed.
But w hen the pulfe is neither too frequent,
nor hard, nor the circulation too rapid,
this evacuation is in general extremely
injudicious, and often productive of fatal
confequences.



Nothing will fo quickly weaken the
powers of nature, and produce fo general
a relaxation, as phlebotomy. It diminishes
the addon of the veffels, and the motion
of the blood through them; and if car-
ried too far, may produce a general langour;
for by this evacuation the pulfe may, to
any degree, be weakened.

If it is admitted that there are certain
difeafes where blood letting is not only
injudicious, but extremely dangerous ;

and, on the contrary, that there are other
difeafes, where bleeding is not only judi-
cious, bu,t indifpenfably neceffary, and
productive of the mod falutary effeds; if
this pradice is considered as warrantable,
I think it mud alfo be admitted, that,
to didingujfh thofe difeafes where bleeding
may be beneficial from thofe where it may
prove prejudicial, mud require a thorough
knowledge of the charaderidic marks by
which one difeafe may be readily didin-
guifhed from another.—This requires
great experience, and attentive examina-
tion into caufes, Symptoms, and efFeds.
And in thofe difeafes requiring the ufe of



the lancet, it is a material confideration
to endeavour to afcertain the quantity ne-
ceffary to be taken away ; which can only
be judged of by the hate of . the patient,
in refpedt to fcrength, conftitution, date
of the difeaie, and the degree of virulence
of the lymptoms. To invefligate this
neceffary quantity, the pulfe is the heft
and fared: guide.

As phlebotomy is an evacuation of
greater importance than is generally ima-
gined, I hope it will not be confidered that
I am too prolix on this part of my fub-
jedf. Being aware that the imprudent ufe
of it has been the bane of many, is a con-
liberation fuffjcient to influence one that
is anxious for the welfare of mankind, to
declaim with the utmoft energy, againd:
the pernicious cuftom of wantonly lavifli-
ing away the vital fluid. And this is
daily done without taking any advice about
the propriety of fuch an evacuation. The
mofl: able and difcerning practitioner is
not capable of rightly judgingof his own
cafe, and to prefcribe for himfelf under
difeaie 3 of which we have had fame re-
cent inftances, where from too great a



felf-confidence,fociety have probably been
deprived of fome valuable members, and
the profeffion of fome of its brighteft
ornaments, and this has happened through
an ill-timed bleeding.—I hope thefe fads
will infpire the reader with a wholefome
dread of this pernicious cuftotn, fo as to
avoid falling into this error himfelf, and
induce him to caution others from ex-
poling themfelves to the like danger.

The greater number of perfons that
have recourfe to thefe phlebotomids, are

the laborious, and poored daffes of peo-
ple, who depend upon their manual labour
for their own and families fubdftence: and
it feems as if divine providence interpofes
that fo many efcape, without fome fatal
accident ; or at bed; without being de-
prived of the ufe of an arm. They do not;
conlider that they commit a valuable limb
into the hands of a man, who, is unac-
quainted with the fituation of the arteries,
nerves, and tendons of that limb. Either
of thefe being pundured in the operation,
may be productive of very ferious confe-
quences, as the lofs of a limb, and in



ibme cafes life, or at bed leave the perfon
a cripple the remainder of his davs. Thefe
operators being unacquainted, or regard-
lefs of the confequences that would refillt
from woundingan artery nerve •f*, or ten-
don; and without feeling for the pulfation
of an artery to diftinguifh its fituation, and
without endeavouring to avoid it, rafhly
plunge in the lancet without regarding
the poffibility of laming the patient, or
doing him more fatal mifchief.

* An artery may be punctured inftead of, or toge-
ther with a vein, which may be followed with a dan-
gerous haemorrhage, aneurifm, and even death.
f The pundluring a tendon, or nerve, is generally

attended with excruciating pain.—.The limb becomes
inflamed, fwoln, convulfed, and fluff; and if proper
affiilance is not timely procured, it threatens general
convulfions, a gangrene of the part, and may terminate
fatally.

If a vein be cut afunder there will be an extravafa-
tion of blood. The arm becomes of a livid colour,
fwelled, fometiraes greatly inflamed, and very painful.
This is fometimes followed by fuppuration, at other
times by mortification. The above fymptoms may
proceed from a perfon ufing his arm too foon after
bleeding ; the a£lion of the mufcles caufing the vein to

fwell, and the blood is forced into the interfaces be-
tween the fkin and flefli.



Perhaps it may be faid, that as thefe ao
cidents rarely occur through the opera-
tion of blood-letting, I am too fevere
upon a ciafs of men, who get a livelihood
by performing it. They may cenfure me
as being of an uncharitable and fevere
difpoiition, and that I aim at depriving
thefe men of a fubfiftence. I fhould be
forry, if I knew that any perfon enter-
tained fo ignoble an opinion of me. It
is true, there are many who make a trade
of this operation, but moft of them in
conjunction with fome other branch ; and
this is the cafe with midwives, barbers,
and fuch like.—Were fuch perfons to con-
fine themfclves to their own refpeClive cal-
lings, they might meet with fudicient em-
ployment to maintain themfelves and fami-
lies, without prefuming to perform a chi-
rurgical operation, and perhaps depriving
a fellow creature oT a valuable limb. Al-
lowing that thefe accidents do not fre-
quently happen, yet it is a hazard that
every man is expofed to, who entrufts
himfelf under the hands of ignorant, il-
literate praditioners and there are many



of them, who perform this operation in
a flate of inebriation. Thefe two circum-
ilances* viz. the ill effeds that may enfue
from blood-letting injudicioufly, and un-
neceffarily performed—-together with the
dangerous and fometimes fatal confe-
quences that may attend injuring the parts
herein mentioned, I am inclined to think
will, by perfons who are rational, and ca-
pable of judging rightly, be confidered
of fuch importance, as to require the ne-
ceffity of warning mankind of the direful
confequences that may attend on fuch in-
cautious proceedings.

Perhaps fome of my readers may be
difpofed to Hart the following queftion.

Has either of the aforefaid accidents
never happened tr ie regular praditioner ?

It is not my inte on to advance that they
never have: all th mean to fay is, that to
a cautious and well informed man, ac-
quainted with the fituation of the parts he
ought to avoid injuring in the operation, I
think, I may fafely venture to affirm they
never can happen. When fuch blunders
have been committed they mulb have pro-



ceeded from grofs ignorance, or carelefs-
nefs ; therefore cannot reafonably be con-
iidered as a fufficient vindication for the
fupport of uninftrusPced men, who are fo
liable to commit them frequently.

I am inclined to think, that the term
empiric, or quack, is not applied to fo
many as deferve it. There are perfons
who, though they may be qualified to
compound and prepare medicines, yet are
far from being qualified to take upon
fhemfelves the province of the phyfician :

and who, under the denomination of apo-
thecaries, vifit the fick, and prefcribe me-
dicines *. Such a qualification is not to
be acquired in the laboratory, or in an
apothecary’s (hop; yet there are many
who, without any other information than
what fuch a fituation has given them, un-

dertake the treatment of difeafes; and
who after a certain term of years devoted
to an apprenticeship, where probably few

* I am informed from good authority, that there
are perfons who practice phyfic in the character of
apothecaries, who have originally been porters in
apothecaries and chymift’s {hops.



(If any) opportunities have occurred of
attending patients, or examining into the
nature of difeafes; and whofe time has
been principally fpent in preparing medi-
cines ; and without any further medical
purfuits, have fet themfelves up for prac-
titioners. But how they can be qualified
for fuch an undertaking, I fhall leave to
the reader’s good fenfe to determine.

The original delign of an apothecary
was to prepare the prefcriptions of the
phyfician. Later ages have enlarged this
branch, and it is now cuftomary among
perfons, in almoit every ftation of life,
on the firif attack of a difeafe, to fend for
an apothecary, in full confidence that he
is capable of judging of their cafe, and of
prefcribing a medicine and regimen fuit-
able to counteradt its effedts on the con-
ftitution; and it feldom happens that a
phyfician is confulted until a difeafe is
confiderably advanced, or until it becomes
untoward or refractory, or when fome
alarming fymptoms threaten the patient.
Let not the reader miftake my meaning.



and think that I prefume to infinuate, that
apothecaries in general are not qualified
for what they undertake; this is far from
being my meaning, and far from the
truth : nor is it likely that I fhould thus
vilify a profeffion which I myfelf follow. I
am perfectly fenfiblc that the greaternum-
ber of the gentlemen who praCtife this
branch of medicine, are well informed,
truly ingenious, and perfectly equal to what
they profefs. But on the other hand, I am
confident that thefe gentlemen will agree
with me in opinion, that there are fome
exceptionable characters, who are not fuf-
ficiently informed, and who are ill quali-
fied for fo important an undertaking. But
this is a circumftance, which, among
many other national evils, is overlooked.
Mankind in general are incapable of dif-
criminating, whether or not the practi-
tioner they employ, is a man of red judg-
ment in his profeffion ; and this is more
frequently the dife in the practice of phy-
fic, than in forgery * as in the latter, cer-
tain cafes occur, in which ignoranCe muft
be foon detected, fuch as luxations.



fradlures, and accidents, which require
an operation. When, in the former cafes,
patients are often difpofed to receive, as
gofpel, the directions, and fwallow with
confidence the medicines that are admi-
niftered to them, without a fuppolition
that thofe who prefcribe them are
equally ignorant and illiterate. Thofe
who are difpofed to purfue the means,
will find no difficulty in acquiring that
information which is neceffary to qualify
a man for a well-informed praClitioner.
In London, there are as able profeffiors in
the different branches of medicine, anato-
my, and furgery, as in any country what-
ever. There are many public hofpitals, fi-
tuated in different quarters of the metro-
polis, in which every practical informa-
tion, both phyfical and furgical, may be
received.

Thofe who have neglected to purfue
thefe elfential parts of medical erudition,
liowever regularly they may have ferved
an apprenticeship, can have no clear idea
of the true nature of dileaies 3 they will
be liable to commit egregious blunders in



the treatmet of them * and the fmall eft
errors are fometimes productive of fatal
confequences. There are many practi-
tioners of this defcription who experience
the confidence of mankind * becaufe man-
kind, in general, are not competent judges,
whether the practitioner they employ, is
a man of real abilities. And it fometimes
happens, that they get into an extenfive
practice; while others, who have fpared
neither pains, nor expence, to acquire
every requifite kind of knowledge, and
are truly ingenious, do not meet with the
fame encouragement, which from their
merit and abilities, they are entitled to
expeCt. This is an incontrovertible faCt,
and ferves to prove how little inquifitve
people are in general, refpeCting the edu-
cation of thofe with whom they entruft
their health and lives.

Having advanced fo far on the fubjeCt
of Quackery, it will probably be expeCted
that I fhould propofe fome plan for re-
moving this evil. But I fear it is an evil,
too deeply rooted, to be eafity eradicated ;

nor can it be effeCled, unlefs a regulation



is cfiablifhed among the regular practi-
tioners.

If a law was enabled, that no perfon
whatever, fhould be permitted to prac-
tice phyfic and furgery, but thofe who
have been examined by proper perfons
appointed for that purpofe, from whom
they fhould receive certificates of their
qualifications ;—that fevere fines, and
penalties, fhould be inflided on every
perfon who fhould prefume to pradice
without fuch a privilege ; —that perfons
fhould be employed, from time to time,
to infped each refpedive parifh, who
fhould make regular reports, and lodge
an information againft every one who
fhould attempt to pradice without having
received a certificate of their qualifica-
tions; it might perhaps be attended with
the befl of confequences, and fave the
lives of many of his Majefly’s fubjeds.

The College of Ph'yficians of London*
are the guardians of medicine in this
kingdom, and are the bed; judges who
are, or are not, qualified for pradifing



this fcience, of fo much importance to fo-
ciety. If a certain number of this learned
and refpeftable body, were to examine
every perfon (in the English language*)
who was to practice in the capacity of an
apothecary, before they were permitted to
prefcribe remedies for difeafes ; and, were
the Company of Surgeons to fuffer no per-
fon to prailife any branch of lurgery, as
well without-p, as within the bills of mor-

* I mention the Englilh language, becaufe thole
who are admitted as fellows and licentiates of the col-
lege, are examined in Latin. And though a perfon
may be qualified to anfwer any practical queftion in
his own native language, yet be may not be fufficiently
converfant with Latin to anfwer fuch queftions pro-
pofed to him in that language.
f Thofe without the Bills of Mortality, are per-

mitted to practice furgery, and are not fummoned to
be examined before the Court of Examiners of the
Corporation of Surgeons. This, if I may take the
liberty to fay, I think requires fome regulation, which,
if put in force, might be productive of lalutary ef-
fects. Doufitlefs there are, in the country, as well
as London, fome practitioners who are not fufficiently
informed, and who may be fent for in many cafes and
accidents, which require immediate affiftance, and
where the fate of the patient depends on the (kill of



tality, except thofe who have been exa-
mined, and received a teftirnony of their
being qualified, from the Court of Exa-
miners, very falutary benefits would be
derived to mankind from fucha regulation:
errors, and abufes in medicine, of fo
pernicious a tendency, would be removed ;

the inftitution of medical practice would
be fecured on an equitable foundation,
and many lives would be preferved from
falling facrifices, through ignorant and
ralh pretenders.

As public utility is my foie view in
writing thefe fheets, I (hould therefore
be concerned, if I thought that my in-
tention Ihould be milconfirued, lb as
to be fuppofed an advocate for cruelty and
oppreffion.—IThis is fo far from being the
cafe; that, on the contrary, companion,
and a fellow-feeling for the fuflerings of
others, have influenced me to endeavour

the furgeon. For, in fome parts of the country, a
confultation cannot be fo readily procured as in Lon-
don, and the patient may perifti; who, if proper
afliftance had been afforded him, might have been
preferved.



to warn mankind of the rifle they are ex-5

pofed to, by having their difeafes treated
by unlkilful perfons.

I have not the vanity to expert, that
my fentiments, on this fubjed, will meet
with the concurrence of every one that
may be difpofed to perufe this pamphlet.
I am aware that advocates for quackery,
in this country, are numerous ; from thefe
I do not exped the moft liberal fenti-
ments. There are many credulous per-
fons who will readily refign up their un-
derftanding, and become dupes to the
moft illiterate knaves. And there is not
an inflance in which the truth of this re-
mark appears more plauftble than in quac-
kery.-—Such perfons will readily condemn
and ridicule the fentiments of a man that
does not coincide with their own favou-
rite fyftem, without conlidering, if what
he has advanced, is confident with reafon
and truth, or not. I flatter myfelf, how-
ever, that thefe ftieets will fall into the
hands of fome who will judge of their
contents more candidly, and conclude
more rationally, and whofe friendly ad-



monitions may induce many to avoid this
fnare.

Perhaps the reader will confider me too
prolix on this fubjed ; but before I con-
clude. ffiall only add, that though I have
prefumed to publiffi my thoughts on a fub-
jedwhich I confider of fo interefting a na-
ture, I have no felf-interefhed views ; all
I aim at, is to endeavour to induce man-
kind to avoid a neffi of profligate cheats,
who are void of every principle of honour,
honefty, and remorfe of confcience ; who
are adually ignorant of the profeffion they
prefume to pra&ice, who not only de-
fraud people of their money, but ruin
their conftitutions, and fhorten the lives
of many ; who often receive large pre-
miums, when they deferve to be hanged.
In fhort, the numbers they maffacre in a
year, are truly a national evil; and I will
venture to affirm, that if empiricifm was
.abolished, many lives would be yearly
preferved, who fall vldims to their raffi
and erroneous pradice.

As this pamphlet is defigned for the
perufal of the public at large, I have en-



deavoured, through the whole of it, to
exprefs myfelf in a clear intelligible man-
ner. Where I have added a technical
term, I have attempted to explain it;
whether or not I have effected this, I
will leave the reader to determine.

Errata. Page 6, line iB, for Pleurefy, read Pleurify,
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