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More info, care for inmates
can stem spread, critics say

sional facihties wno are likely to need
"reatmenis at anv ghver rune, lewer
~1an | EL0 are racenano ware tor AiDS-
~elatedilnesses aceoraimi? Lo state and
Ty estimates. AL st sul, ety iInmartes
are wating for voluntary testing for
HIV the numan :immunogeliciency
Arus that causes AIDS

3etween 10 and 20 percent of all the

a1ty residents heneven to oe infected
with HIV have ceen i ciry jaus during
rne past vear i as aemtn iicais be-
lieve. anout 13 percent ur kv inmates
Jre infected Abour 140 O0U reopie pass
through city jails each year

Great sinides nave been made
New York, but we are ‘atling far
short,” said Dr Dawvid Hogers cnar-
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-«dnMarquez, wno has AICS, i a graduate of Arnve's drug relapse prevention and AIDS educabon program for former crisoners.

AIDS Class for Ex-Prisoners
(alled a Life-Saver by Clients
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»uan Mariciez left an upstate prison
Mt an AiL< diagmosis and not a clue
167U W e 19 20 1ar mewcal care
“eidra olarsLiark’s nusbana died
St ever crywing titat he had AIDS-
+lated illay ~es while he was i janl
"hadra  ur-Clark and her friend
Jema Lalerss tormer addicts who spent
=2 m pri-up, aidn’t realize that thev
mid contrin t ene AIDS wvirus betero-
itV fr 11 thewr infacted husbands.
"ihat the o three now gnow about
8 thev warned through Armve. an
A[5-edueaeion and drug-relapse-pre-
FRUPT PrTam wr newlv released
r-mere I'“nnonprofit program offers
woatnd o aatensive AIDS educanion
A4t AIDS 1=merts <av 1s needed n pris-
- dnd al . works ta hink former pris-
reks with < maces thev need outside
"t 14 0 e not to provide AJDS

ireatment and educanon to prisoners,
said Alexa Freeman of the American
Civdd Liberties LUruon's Prisan Project
“It 1s a chance to work wih a large
croup of intravenous arug users who are
ntherwise difficudt 1o reach ™

Arrive, which began as a federal re-
search project in 1986 had to scrape up
private funds last year to keep going.
The project now is operatng with
385,000 1n state funds ana 15 expecting
more With an annuai budget of
3200 000 and three emplovees, the pro-
gram graduates aboui 200 psaple annu-
ally from its tntensive two-month
course, which meets three Limes a week
Mozt of 1ts dazen ar s¢ part-me coun-
selors and volunteers are graduates.

“The way [ look at 1t. Armive saved my
Life,” -aid Marquez. 41, who was re-
ferred ta a Manhartan clinie for medieal
care. A (ormer junkie. ne enrolled as
=00n as he was paroled in 1959, “All the
information [ need to cope with this

virus was there *

Laloma, Plair-Clark and other gradu-
ates of Arrive sad that. before enrolling
in the program. they unoerstood that
the AIDE virus was spreaa by sharmng
intravenous needles and bv sex between
inen. But they said they did not realize
the nisk of heterosexual transmission

Laloma and her hushand. both recent
graduates, how understana how impor-
tant it 15 that they alwavs use condoms
dunng sex. He 13 infected 3hesnt.

* I was ternified about this virus * she
said *'Now it seems a .ittle more man-
ageable.”

City offimals told Plair-Clark last
month that her hushand s autapgy re-
vealed he was infected with the AIDS
virus. She has tested positive for the
virus. but was ressgures durnng che Ar-
rive clasges that she can cope

“I just wish my husbana could have
been grven the same course,” she amd
*1 thank he woulid still be alive

>topped it .aii cate?

Tan of the State AIDS Adviserv Coun-
cit ang vice cniwrmean of the National
Commission on AIDS.

The commission. 10 a prson Teport
Tetenseq jast week, said it 15 crinicad chat
prison onicials take advantage of their
saptive audience tw provide AIDS treat-
ment and prevention programs because
of the concentratton of intravenous
crug users at Ireat risk of infection.

‘They are orren nidden {rom us oth-
erwise.” Rogers sma. It s a big popu-
lation with signuicant risks for them-
selves and ciearly important in the
(TANSMISSION [0 others.”

City and state prison offimals smd 1n-
mates receive AIDS educamron as part
of their onentaton and thesr discharge
and are hikely to be wisited by AIDS
educators from the Health Department
or commumty Froups dunng thewr con-
finement.

But James an ex-convict who asked
that his iast name not be used. saa
mast mmates leave without recogniz-
ing the dangers or heterosexmal trans-
mission and without realizing that
there gre treatments for the early
stages o IV infection 'What you
learn 18 usuaiv bv word of mouth or
what you read wnen you were fartu-
nate enough to get a paper,” he sad

Health oficiais in aty and state pris-
ons are amony the largest institutional
proviaers ot AIDS medscal care wn the
nauon. but thev acknowledge that cheir
efforts rall short ot the need

The lomsues or provimng AIDS test-
mg, education and treatment to the
22,000 inmates \n cty jauls 1s compheat-
ed because most are out of the system
within two weeks. :aid June 3 Binney,
an assistanc ity nealth commismoner
who directs orison nealth services And
it 15 difficult to bnk mmates to AIDS
services on the outside because many
chinies ang community programs are
swamped, said Binnev and Martin
Homn, execunve director of the state Di-
viaion of Paroie.

‘*There 15 tremendaus unmet
need.” smd Dr Steven Safver of Mon-
tetiore Medical Center, who 18 direc-
ror of Rukers i~and Heaith Services
“But [ am very proud of what we are

downg.

About 2,000 cicy inmates are expect-
ed to take agvantage of voluntary HIV
testing at Rikers [sland this year Last
year, Monceliotre onysicians placed
1 100 Rikers inmates on AZT. an ex-
pensve arug thuat siows the spreaa of
HIV On any day, about 325 of the
15,000 inmates at Rikers are on AZT
Safyer sstimates that 700 more prob-
ably need the ume

dhouc 1 M0 state prisoners are he-
g treated for AIDS-related 1llnesses,
care wmeh consumes about two-thirds
of the svstem s £100 mubion budget
for medical care, said James Flateau,
a spokesman for the state Depart-
ment of Correctionai Services But at
least 4.800 of the 8,000 prisoners be-
lieved to have HIV are likely to need
medical care. according to heaith offi-
wals

State oificials have been able to ac-
eommodate demand for voluntary test-
1ng 1n staté prisons, Flateau sad. But
some prison rules. such as banmng con-
jugal visits tor prisoners who are infect-
ed. are disincentives to testing, sad Dr
June Osborn. chairman of the National
Commussion on AIDS.

“Thia cousd be a perfect opporturuty
to work with orisoners and themr fam-
ihes on prevennon. * saxd Osborm, who
wvisited a New York state prison 1n Au-
gust. "It makes no sense to set np disin-
centives for tesung.'
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