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PRISONS FAULTED
ON GOMBATING AIDS

National Panel Sees Wasted
Chance for Treating and
Educating tnmates

8y PHILIP J. HILTS

ipecal 1o The New York Times

WASHINGTON, Marcn 28 — #hile
prisons nave more peopie infected
with AIDS than any other public in-
sttution. the Nauonal Commission
on AIDS said today, prison officials
have wasted an opportunity to treat
and educate those inmates.

The commission said in a report
that thers was “negiigible transmis-
sjon'* of the disease in prisons. but
that a large number of prisoners
brougnt the disease to prison. Two to
six percent of all inmates are infect-
ed, a3 against iust one-tenth of 1 per-
cent {or the nation's papuiation as a
whole.

In some areas. the rate 1s sull high-
er. In New York State prisons. about
17 percent ot all prisoners are in-
fectea with the human immunodeft-
ciency virus, which causes A1DS.

Dr. June (Osborn. cnairwoman of
the commussion. whase 15 members
are appointeq bv either the President
or Congress. sald that in their visits

.0 PriSons and (N researcr. COmmis-
SION Memoe. s ware struck by the op-
DOFtUNILY Seing wasteq 1N Drisoh,

“Peopie :n Drison inciude many
1gh-rIsSK pegole, ' ihe sald. And con-
.rary 10 tne view ““that we jock peo-
oie 1n 1ail and throw away the gey."”
she said. the average lengwn of stay
In the state prison in Fishiill, N Y.
‘srexamole. 15 18 montns.

"Peopie 1n prison will be coming
out again <oon. and these are the peo-
ole who nave tne haragest ume get-
*ig ACCEeSS (0 Care QuIside Drison,
iN@ sald. T -ev are (Ne anes wno get
:he least eQuCALIOn On LNIS 1ssue. wa
nave 0een SgUandenng a [raior puos
lic heaith opportunuy. !

She saiq equcation ang oreventon
programs. :nciuoing peer counseung
and distripution of con@oms
prnison, couid play an important role
n checking the spread of AIDS.

Recormmendadons oi Panet

The commussion's recommenda-
tions mnciude these:

9The Public Health Service shouid
develop gmdehnes lar prevenuon
and treatment of AIDS ana related
disease in ail jaiis and prisons.

GDrug ‘:reatmeat on dJdemand
shouid be made available both :nside
and outside prisons. since arug use s
2 mawr means of iransmiuneg
AIDS.

9AIDS equcauon ana orevenuon
programs snouwd be manaatorv for
ail new prison inmawes as wetl as
staff mempers. AIDS (esung and
counseling snouid be availaple to au
nrisoners.

‘A Verv Wide Brush’

Theoaore Hammett. 2 semor ana-
ivst for abt Associates, 1 social
poltcv researcn firm. said there were
about ‘0000 orisoners :n Federal
and state prisons. ana about an equai
numeoer mn city ana county rails.

James B Flateau. a spokesman ror
ihe New York State Department o1
Correctional 3ervices. saig the com-
THSSION TEDOTT “DAINTS an enure svs-
‘BmM nauenwide Wit o \ArY wige
2Tush. 3na asSIEns Lo everv orison
~ame assumopons that 1av not be
‘Tue in a great many cases.

He saia New York was one of the
*iIr5t s5tlates to agopt AlDS-designatea
ireatment waras. the nrst svstem in
the nation to conract witf an outside
hospital 10 ooerate such a und. ana
ane ot the nrst to use the drug AZT (0
‘Teat Orisoners nrected witn ALDS.

About two-tniras ot tne state vrisen
SVYSIEm § annual neaith cudget o1
3100 muien 15 spent tor A[DS treat-
ment. e sala.
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