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AIDS panel warns of complacency,
‘unresponsive’ health-care system

By Chgrles Grgen

WASHINGTON — A new congres.
siopal commission on AlDS warned
yesteraav w:at there was a dangerous
compiacency toward the disease ang
called on Presigent Bush to proviae
more leadership betore 1ne epigdemic
worsens 10 the 1990s,

The first report by the Natonal
Commission on AIDS. supmitted 10
Bush exgnt months ear1y 1o highlight
the urgency of the problem. said the
nation's heaith-care system was “sin-
gularty unresponsive” to patents in-
fected with the AIDS virus. It criti-
cized in particular the government's
Medicaid program for the poor.

There 15 10 requirement, for 1n-
stance. that Medicaid make the life.
prolonging drug AZT available 1o
AIDS pauents, the repert said.

The 15member commission took
office 1n August under a 1988 law
that created an indepenaent body of
heaith exverts and government offi-
C13is 10 aavise Congress and the Pres-
1zent on AIDS.

David E. Rogers. vice chairman o1
the commission and proiessor of
medicine at the New York Hospieal-
Corneil Medical Center, said the
panel had nat been aue 1o deliver 1ts
{1rst report to Bush untii August.

“The prime message.i1s we have a
real crizis," Rogers said. “It's erip
pling the health systems of a number
of major cines, and 1t needs federal
as weil as state and local attention.”
He said New York, San Francisco,
Houston and Newark, N.J., were fac-
10g the most serious problems.

While Rogers said the “courr's out
sull” about the Bush administra-

tion’s actions to deal with the em-
demtc. the commission did critterze
the admmmistrancn for nor address-
10g AIDS as part of its nationai drng
sirategy. Staristics showed that about
20 ercent of AIDS cases 1o 1988 were
ioked to inrravenous arug use.

A Spokesman for the commission
said that the three cabinettevel
members on the panel — Defense
Secretary Dick Cheney, Veterans Sec.
retary Edward J. Derwinski and
Heaith and Human Services Secre-
tary Loms W. Sullivan — did oot
register objecuons to the report.

The report predicted that AIDS
wotld be far worse 10 the 1990s than
1t had been 1n the 1980s and likely
wounld claim an addittonal 200,000
lives 1n the next four years. As of Oct.
31, AIDS had caused 66493 deaths,
accordiag to the Centers for Disease

'Control. AIDS 1s a {atal disease that

attacks the :mmune svstem.

“In itncreasing numbers. thess new
cases will be women ang chudeen.”
the revort said.

While medical advances in treat.
ing the AIDS virus are encouraging,
the "breakthroughs mean hittie™nn-
less the nation's heaithcare svstem
makes them availabie to people 1n
aesed, the revort said.

Almosi one-guarter of AIDS patients
have no health insurance. the report
said. and those who are covered by
Medicaid often gert little help,

For instance, 1he report said that
doctors 1n New York Cily who saw a
new AIDS pattent during an office
VISit received only $7 1o compensa-
tion {rom Medicaid. comoared with
$78 from Blue Cross and $80 from
Medicare. the goverament's health
program for the elderly.

The teport recommended in-
creased spending on Medicaid and
said the federal government must
deveiop a nauonai poiicy and a “na-
uonai voice” on AIDS.




