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The rite of circumcision is of great antiquity,1 and has

played an important part in the history of mankind, both
in the past and present. The Bible2 furnishes the earliest

records of this subject, and the Egyptian ruins show, during
the reign of Raineses II, 1370 B. C., 3 that this custom was

observed. A bas-relief belonging to a temple shows two

children being circumcised, and as Rameses was the founder
of'this small temple, the children being ten or twelve years
of age, they are supposed to represent his boys. The upper

part of the bas-relief is defaced, but the lower portion is in a

perfect state of preservation, and the operator has evidently
a stone knife or implement in his hand. From this ruin at

1 History of Circumcision. P. C. Remondino, M. D., pages 21-22.
2 Old Testament. Gen. XV//Josh, v : 2-9 ; Gen. XX'f ’’

3 Ancient History. Part I. The Eastern Nations and Greece. P. V.
N. Myers.
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Karnack, an accurate description of the Ramesian method

can be written dating back to about 1370 B. C.
5 “It is related in Gen. xvii that when Abram was nine-

ty-nine years of age, he became a party on behalfof himself
and his descendants to a covenant with his God; of this cove-

nant the sign and condition was circumcision, which was

directed to be performed (a peculiarity of Judaism) on the

eighth day after birth.” Abra n was circumcised about
1896B C. Herbert Spencer says: 4 “ Still more clearly have
we thesame implications in the ceremony by which the cove-

nant is established. Abraham, and each of his male descend-

ants and each of his male slaves, is circumcised. The mark of
the covenant, observe, is to be borne not only by Abraham

and those of his blood, but? also by those of other blood

whom he has bought. The mark is a strange one, and the
extension of it is a strange one, if we assume it to be im-

posed by the Creator of the Universe, on a favored man and

his descendants; and on this assumption it is no less strange
that the one transgression for which every “soul shall be

cut off,” is not any crime, but a neglect of this rite.
Such a ceremony, however, insisted on by a living poten-

tate under penalty of death, is not strange; for, as we shall
hereafter see, circumcision is one of various mutilations im-

posed as marks on subject persons by terrestrial superiors.”
7 Dr. Ebers 8 *says the children sf on the bas-relief of the tem-

ple of Chunsu, at Karnack, 8
are between six and ten years

of age,
“ which agrees with the present custom in ’Egypt, 9*

10where Mr. Lane8 * tells us circumcision is generally per-

4 Synthetic Philosophy. Principles of Sociology. Vol. I, page 407 of Sec-
tion 202. n .

5 Encyclopced. Britannica. Kwj! Stoddart Co., Vol. V, page 690. Circum-
cision. z

7 Encyclopaedia Britannica. 9th ed. Stoddart Co., Vol. V, pages 690-
691.

s* “Egyptian und die Bucher Mosis Vol. I, pp. 278-284. Ebers.”
8 “ Modern Egyptians.” Lane I, page 71.
9 Herodotus. Transl. by Cary. London, MDCCC/. iv, 11. Euterpe,

page 108, “37.” Antiquities of Israel, Eng. Trans., pages 89-97. Ewald,.
Old Testament.

9* “ Budinger, Egyptische Einwirkungen auf Herbrai'sche Culte, in
Berichte of Vienna Academy.”

10 "Ancient Egypt, Sir Gardner Wilkinson, Vol. V, page 318.”
8 t “Chabas, Revere Archfologique, N. S., Vol. Ill, pages 298-300.”
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formed in the fifth or sixth year,” being sometimes by peas-
ants postponed until the twelfth, thirteenth and fourteenth

year.
It has been asserted the priests only were operated upon,

and the only early evidence on this point is that ofZ?ig£n.
Possibly in that era, the Egyptians, like the later Jews,
evaded this custom on account of the contempt and ridicule

circumcision exposed them to. The operation as practiced
by the Egytians, was not a rite, but, as Herodotus 10* states, a

sanitary measure. Both in ancient and modern times dif-

ferent opinions have been held as to the meaning of this

ceremony. Wilkinson states positively that there is evi-

dence to show circumcision was performed in Egypt before

the immigration of the Hebrews—a myth, common to both

Egyptians and Phoenicians,11 “ not of a very ancient date
in its extantEgyptian form, which seems to bring circum-

cision into connection with the Sun-God.”
In the Book of the Dead, chapter xvii, we read of “ the

blood which proceeded from the limb of the god Ra, when

he wished to cut himself,” which the late Vicomte de Rouge
interpreted, with much plausibility, circumcision (Revue
ArcMologique, nouv. serie, 1,244). And in a fragment of the

Philonian Sanchoniathon (Fragmenia Historicum Grsecorum,
ed. Muller III,568, 569), “we find El circumcised his father,
Uranos, or, according to a different version, himself. 12 Don-

nelly says it was “resorted to in Atlantean days, imposed as

a religious duty.” One of thefAtlantean kings, “ Ouranos,
circumcised his whole army,” and those of his allies, during
a plague which the author of Atlantis 1213 14 15 16 17 thinks was

syphilis, which rite the colonies of this sunken continent
carried into Europe, and not the disease. Donnelly states

10* Herodotus Transl. Cary., (Eng. ed.), page 108.
11 Encyclopaedia Britannica. 9th ed., Vol. V. Circumcision, pages

690-691.
L

.

12 Atlantis. Donnelly, pages 1, 2, 3, 6,
n Pre-Adamites. Alexander Winchell,LL. D., pages 379-382.
14 Ancient America. Baldwin. Chap, vii, page 174.
15 North Americans of Antiquity. John T. Short. Pages 143, 498-505.
16 Brasseur, in Landa’s Relation, page xxi, and Popol Vuh, chap. iii.
17 Prehistoric Races of the United States. Foster. Pages 394-399.
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Atlantis was the birthplace of civilization, both the new and
old world being populated by these people, their oldest col-
ony being Egypt, who, like the Athenians, repulsed their

large armies which had conquered a greater part of Europe.
He believes the Greek gods were Atlantean kings.

Winchell refers to these people as
“ Mongoloids,” and, ac-

cording to the advocates of this theory of Atlantis, they pop-
ulated America, and the natives of Central America prac-
ticed circumcision. Therefore, from this standpoint we

are indebted to them for spreading syphilis, circumcision, mak-

ing gunpowder, and as being the earliest printers, as claimed for
the Chinese. 18 Plato’s ancestor, Solon, 19 lived 600 B. C., ob-
tained information from the wise men of Sais, according to

Plutarch, in regard to Atlantis, which was destroyed 9,000
B. C.—*the Guanches of the Canaries, being a remnant of
the Mongoloid race of the lost continent. The Maya and

other American nations had a tradition in regard to Atlan-
tis and its destruction. Herodotus wrote in regard to cir-

cumcision 20 fourteen centuries after the Old Testament had

been written, while Strabo and Diodorus wrote some centu-

ries later in regard to this custom. 21 Herodotus says the

rite is of Egptian origin, and “ to have been admitted in Pal-

estine, but he is probably only right, so far as the Phoeni-

cians or Canaanites are concerned;” but Pythagoras and

Herodotus may have written concerning this subject nine

hundred years
“ after Moses had recorded his laws.”

22 Voltaire and certain Jews had a controversy, during
which the Hebrews denied they borrowed circumcision from

the Egyptians. The Jews claim the Phoenicians borrowed

this rite from the Israelites. In the early history of Chris-

tianity there was a great dispute among the followers of

Christ in regard to this custom. 24 There were two parties,
18 “ Plato, Ttmoeus and Critias, ed. Stallbaum, 1838, t. vii, pages 99

r

389. Jewett’s translation of the Dialogues of Plato, Vol. II, pages 462,
519-521, 588, 599, 607.” *Winchell’s Pre-Adamites, page 380.

19 Atlantis. Donnelly, page 5.
20 History of Circumcision. Remondino, pages 21, 23, 22.
21 Encyclopaedia Britannica. 9th ed. Stoddart Co., Vol. V. page 690.
22 “Letters of Certain Jews to Monsieur Voltaire, Containing an Apol-

ogy for their own People.” Pages 451-476. Translated Lefaun, Phila-

delphia, 1848.
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the disciples of St. Paul, 23 24 25
or

“ Pauline party,” of An-

tioch, who represented the uncircumcised or Gentiles, who
did not believe in the necessity of circumcision. St. Peter
23 24 25

an j his followers observed the Mosaic rite; they rep-
resented the “ Jewish party ” of Jerusalem.

From an ethnological point, the ceremony was not spe-

cially a Semitic rite, being only used by the southern and

western Semites, who no doubt borrowed it from the Egyp-
tians, says one writer. 26 The Koran does not mention it,
but a few authorities state it was a primitive custom to cir-

cumcise Arabian youths between the ages of ten and fifteen,
27 Pococke quotes “from the express statement of Ibjt-al-
Athir” that the facts alreadystated in regard to Arabia are

true.

It is recorded the “preachers of Islam” carried this cus-

tom into Persia, India, and Turkey. History even men-

tions the Israelites obtained the rite of circumcision from

the Arabians. The uncircumcised is a term of contempt
used in the Old Testament, and is applied to the Philistines.

The circumcision of the Phoenicians, Qr Canaanites, has
been disputed, but is attested by the writings of Herodotus,
and biblical references. The mythology of the ancient

Egyptians, in speaking of the death of Osiris, 28 30
says

29 Ty-
phon carried off the phallus of the deceased, and the sub-

sequent action taken by his wife, Isis, which led to phallic
worship. Thus Isis started the adoration of the white bull

Apis. There has been a custom among many ancient and

modern races or tribes to secure a 31 trophy from the body
of a dead enemy. The American Indians, (a) Scythians,
32 33 scalped their foe. Herodotus states, in regard to the

23 Synthetic Philosophy. Principles of Sociology. Herbert Spencer.
Vol. I, Sec. 202; page 407. Appleton & Co., N. Y. 1892.

24 Encyclopedia Britannica. 9th ed. Vol. XVIII, page 419.
25 New Testament Col., ii chap., 12, 13 verses; Gal. ii chap. 1-10 verse.
26 Encyclopaedia Britannica. 9th ed., Vol. V, 690.
27 “ Pococke. Specimen Hist. Arabum. Page 319.” Gen. xxxiv.
28 Atlantis. Donnelly, pages 309, 466. 37 , p. 209.
29 History of Circumcision. Remondino, p. 28, 29. 34

p. 30.
30 Encyclopedia Britannica. 9th ed., Vol. XVII ; Mythology, p. 158.
82 Old Testament. Psa. Ixviii, 21.
33 Catlin, Schoolcraft, Bancroft, and others, (a) “iTaine’s Hist. Eng.

Lit.,” p. 35.
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Scythian, “he makes a cut round the head near the ears,
and shakes the skull out.” Dr. Remondino 34 gives a differ-
ent version of this affair—the Scythian soldiers returning
from battle with heads of their dead enemies. Abyssinians
and a few negro tribes on the Guinea Coast carry awaywith

them the phallus of the slain of the defeated in battle.
35 Spencer’s version is as follows :

“ It was shown that among
the Abyssinians the trophy taken by circumcision from an

enemy’s dead body, etc.” 36 Among the modern Berbers it

is still a practice for a young man, on proposing marriage,
to exhibit to his prospective father-in-law the “ virile mem-

bers” of his dead foes. 37 Bergmann says the Israelites prac-
ticed these mutilations as David brought two hundred pre-

puces of the Philistines killed in battle to Saul, and he says
it ought to read “ two hundred virile members.”

Remondino makes the following statement: “The Isra-
elitish circumcision could haveoriginated from either phal-
lic worship or any hero; warrior usages is untenable as a

proposition, as regards the living prisoners, and is contrary
to the monotheistic idea which ruled Israel, or to the be-

nign nature of their God.”
38 Professor Worman, of Brooklyn, does not believe phallic

worship had anything to do with circumcision. According
to some writers, the phallus was removed from prisoners,
and in the course of time circumcision was resorted to in-

stead, as a mark of slavery. Spencer conveys this idea also,
in his “Sociology,” and also Bergmann in his writings.
Authors in their works in speaking of this rite, lay stress on

the days selected by the Egyptians and Jews as to when to

circumcise. This proves nothing, and the point is not as to

some particular day, but how did the custom originate, what race

first performed circumcision? Are they necessarily the direct, or

indirect, means of spreading the operation all over the world ?

Could not the rite of circumcision originate independently of the

35 Synthetic Philosophy. Principles of Sociology. Vol. II, Sect. 362, p.67.
36 History of Circumcision. Remondino, pp. 30, 37, 31, 38, 26.
37 History of Circumcision. Remondino, p. 31. 39 p. 28.
38 History of Circumcison.. Remondino, p. 26, 39 p. 28.
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Hebrews, or Egyptians ? Why not ? 40 Caesarian section is

performed in Uganda, Central Africa, successfully, in order
to save both mother and child. 41 Prehistoric Man of Europe
trephined the skulls of the living for diseases of the brain,
and of the dead, as a religious 42 ceremony. 43 The Incas

operated upon the living for diseases of the calvarium and

fractures of the same. I have seen a fractured skull, where
the incision through the scalp (of the mummy) had been

made during life, and the patient died evidently during the

operation. This is a good example of ancient surgery. The

natives of the South Sea Islands 44 operated upon the
heads of the Jiving for diseases. The Australians operate
upon the cervix, and perineum, cutting the latter down to

the rectum. 45 They also, in order to prevent conception,
perform an operation upon the male urethra, producing
an artificial hypospadia.

Who taught them surgery? These operations all started

independently, and for many different reasons. Their
causes were in the case of circumcision due to religion, sani-

tary measures, slavery following war, etc. As the savage is
not so sensitive to pain, and the intense sufferings follow-

ing injuries, as in the case of a highly civilized man, yet,
no doubt, as Donnelly suggests, circumcision may date
from the 46stone age of Europe. “ Paleolithic Man’s” child,
having suffered from diseases due to his long leathery pre-

puce and filthy habitsand surroundings,conceived the ope-
ration through some accidental injury to the infant, or boy.
He operated for reflex neuroses, no doubt, in many cases.

The savage has a reason for everything he does, be it good,
40 Histoire des Accouchements, etc. G. J. Witkowski, p. 621.
41 if an Before Metals. N. Joly, pp. 88, 87, 836, 338.
42 Smithsonian Report, 1875. Art. by Henry Gilliman, pp. 234-245.
43 Atlantis. Donnelly, p. 273.
44 Annual of the Universal Med. Sciences, Sajous, 1890. Art. bv Gihon,

Ep. 21. V
45 Med. Press., Feb. 21, 1894. Defonnationsof the Genital Organs. J. G.

Garson.
46 Primitive Man. Louis Figuier, p. 25-121.
46 The World Before the Deluge. Louis Figuier, p. 409.
46 Antiquity of Man. Lyell, pp 75-92.
46 The Recent Origin of Man. James Southall, p. 86.
46 Pre-Historic Times. Sir John Lubbock, pp. 2, 78, 423.
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bad, or very foolish; and he is an observer and experimenter
in medicine and surgery with success in many cases, as

the operationsdescribed in my paper show a history of the

surgery in the past and present.
Why could not circumcision for diseases, independently

of the Jews, have been performed? We have seen that the
Arabians circumcised before the advent of Mohammed, and
they also perform a similar rite upon females. 47 In Egypt
and Arabia a society of Mussulmen circumcise young girls
at the age of seven years, and this consists in excising the
clitoris by means of scissors, or pincers, as is the case at
“ Mossoul.” A grown woman who has been educated

abroad, on the birth of her child is operated upon. 47 In

Morocco, says Correl, they go to school and get five chil-

dren, who run through the streets holding a cloth to which
is attached four eggs, chanting prayers as they hastily pass

along the thoroughfares; great personages break and throw

bottles of water upon this cloth. And on arriving at the

Mosque,they join the procession. The child is usually from

two to five years of age; is placed upon a richly saddled,
bridled and caparisoned horse or mule. The members of
the family surround the boy, carrying banners, etc., and an

Arabian band (regardless of numbers) is composed of an

alto clarionet and tamborines, playing outlandish tunes.

The marching child’s horse is preceded by a band of armed

men, carrying guns, who from time to time execute a kind

of war dance, and then discharge their arms. This cere-

mony takes place when a male child is circumcised. The

Arabians, it is seen, perform this rite upon women, and also

the Abyssinians operate upon females, as do the Egyptians
in like manner. 48 The Arabians circumcise large numbers

of boys, “regardless of the trifling differences in their ages.”
They have many other interesting ceremonies pertaining
to this religious custom, which differ in details, as also is

the case in Turkey. In Madagascar, it is claimed, the

Arabs in early ages lived in this place, and they obtained

47 Histoire des Accouchments, etc. G. J. Witkowski, p. 574.
48 History of Circumcision. Remondino, pp. 37,38, 39, 49

p. 40-41.



11

the operation from them. This is hardly true, so far as cir-
cumcision is concerned. 50 Another Arabian ceremony is,
the father of the boy to be circumcised kills a sheep in his

tent, and while the men are feasting, the women singing,
surround an ornamented camel’s saddle, placed in front of

the entrance to the tent. The men
53 finally come out,

mount their horses, lance in hand, riding three times around
the saddle, and then engage in warlike games. 51 Most all
of the Australians, except the tribes in Victoria and New
South Wales, practice circumcision ; the age of the boy to
be circumcised is eight years. The circumcised 52 will not

eat with the uncircumcised, and is performed as an act of

cleanliness, and is one of importance when this operation is

usually performed, as a mark of manhood.
The ceremony,*1 “Euriltha,” is a long, complicated piece

of surgery, lasting weeks, that is used in cases of females,
[n 54 Madagascar since 18G1, and probably some years pre-

vious, no general circumcision has been practiced. After
and before the appointed time of performing this ancient

custom, 54 there was great rejoicing, profligacy and crime.
The prominent ceremonies were

“ the fetching of water,”
called “ holy water,” “ strong water.” There were amuse-

ments, dressing up in all their finery and jewels. At the

time of operation, “benedictionsand prayers are pronounced
for the prosperity of the children.” An address is made to

them in public, exhorting them to be brave and faithful to

their sovereign. Sheep and oxen are killed in a semi-sac-

rificial way ; the blood of the animals is regarded as “posses-
sing some degreeof sanctity.” An offering is made of bananas

to avert evil, which are first placed on the children, and are

supposed to carry away calamities to be feared, and are

thrown away outside of the village as
“ devoted or accursed.”

50 Social History of the Races of Mankind. A. Featherman, Fifth Di-
vision Aramaeans, pp. 380, 17, 98, 155, 224, 254, 510, 633, 650.

51 Medical Press, G. J. Garson, Feb 21, 1894, p. 189. (“Notes on De-
fornidZftf)*)! the Genital Organs Practiced by the Natives of Australia.”)

52 Pre-Historic Times. Sir John Lubbock, p. 460.
Social History of the Races of Mankind. A. Featherman, Fifth Di-

vision, Aram;eans, p. 380.
54 “ Madagascar and Its People.” James Sibree, Jun, pp. 238-239.
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Feasting, dancing, and singing occupy their time, and a

great many hours are thus wasted, and large sums of money
are expended on these occasions. “The nobles have a more

elaborate ceremony, especially a prince. The gourds, or

water bottles, used are ornamented. A prince among the
“ Tania, or forest people,” has an expert spearman selected,
to carry him to the appointed place to be circumcised. A
“ second spearman conceals himself, and as the child and
its guardian leave the house, he hurls his spear at them ;
should he hit the man or child, he looses caste and is not a

prince; and should both custodian and boy be killed, noth-

ing is thought of it; but should they escape, he is known

to be a prince. As before stated, the Madagascans are sup-

posed to have learned circumcision from the early Arabian
settlers. In 56 Senegambia the rite is performed upon both
sexes with superstitious observances. All 57 Bechuana and

Caffre or Kaffir tribes south of the Zambesi practice circum-
cision or boguera. Just at early dawn of day long rows of

boys, fourteen years of age, armed with sandals on their

hands as shields, being faced by men with long, tough, and

flexible wands ; these naked individuals dance, and the meh
ask questions of the boys, then rush forward and shower

savage blows upon them. The sandals serve only to bend'

the wands, which make deep gashes into the children’s

backs, and they dance as the blood spurts from their

wounds, singing all the time. The second part of the cere-

mony is concealed from the public, and circumcision takes

place in private.
This operation among these natives “is civil rather than

a religious rite.” One 58 authority says, in the Congo coun-

try boys are circumcised at eight and ten years of age, living
apart one month in a separate hut and undergoing a pre-

paratory discipline. The Turks have interesting ceremo-

55 Madagascar. The Great African Island. Rev. James Sibree, Jun,
F. R. G. S., p. 217-223, 273-274.

56 “Encyclopaedia Britannica.” 9th ed., Stoddart Co., Vol. XXI, p. 695.
57 Livingston’s Travels and Researches in South Africa. Harper Bro.,

N. Y., 1858., pp. 164, 165.
58 “Encyclopaedia Britannica.” 9th ed., Stoddart Co., Vol. VI, p. 237.
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nies connected with their rite of circumcision. 59 There has
been a

60 dispute among writers as to whether the ancient

Mexicans 61 removed the prepuce; as they had a blood cov-

enant, some claim the blood was taken from the prepuce.
61 Las Casas and Mendieta state circumcision was practiced
by the Aztecs and Totonacs. 61 Brasseur de Bourbourg
found evidences of it among the Mijes. According to Las

Cas43, on the twenty-eighth or twenty-ninth day, the child
was circumcised in the temple by the priest; and in the

case of females, he deflowered them with his finger, and the

priest repeated the operation at the sixth year.
61 Mallet

informs us the Mexicans cut off the ears and prepuces of

the new-born. 61Herrera and Acosta confirms the state-

ment of Clavigero, that the Mexicans drew blood from the

prepuce. 61 “ Pierre d’Angleria and other
writers” state in the island of CosmeLin Yucatan, seaboard

4 .
along the Gulf of Mexico, and on the coast of Florida, they
have seen the whole prepuce removed with a stone knife.
61 Gumilia, a Spanish monk, states the Saliva Indians of the

Oronoco operate on the child on the eighth day. 62 Lord

Kingsborough maintains 64 circumcision was performed on

the eighth day, declaring it to have “ prevailed thousands
of leagues along the Atlantic, amongst nations very remote
from one another, and who spoke very different languages.”
61 Kingsborough believed the Mexicans were descendants of

the 63 Jews. Teamas and the Manaos, on the Amazon cir-

cumcised 65 65 boys. 66 Practically three distinct 67
races, the

Australians, Papuans, New Caledonians, and people of the

59 The North Americans of Antiquity. John T. Short, p. 463.
60 Mexican Antiquities. Lord Kingsborough, vol. vi, pp. 121-122 ;

vol. vi, pp. 272, 333-335; vol. viii, pp. 143, 391, 20; vol. vi, p. 393 ; vol.
viii, p. 155.

61 “ History of Circumcision.” Remondino, pp. 46-48.
62 The North Americans of Antiquity. Short, p. 463.
63 The North Americans of Antiquity. Short, pp. 460-463.
64 Bancroft’s Native. Races. Vol. iii, p. 429.
65 Brinton’s Mythology, p. 147. (Represented a renunciation of the

lusts of the flesh).
66 “Encyclopaedia Britannica.” Vol. v, p. 690.
67 Social History of the Races of Mankind. Featherman. Second Di-

vision : MelaiAisans’ Papuo and Malayo Melanesians.
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New Hebrides. This rite was performed by the Chippe-
ways of North America, and also, as shown, in Central
America among the Maya people. The Jews, in spite of all

persecutions, for thousands of years circumcised their chil-
dren, and in some cases even operated upon their dead, in
order that the law of their forefathers might be kept.
Phallic worship could not account for all cases of circum-

cision ; neither war, slavery, nor sanitary measures, for filthy
races circumcise their children. Many causes led each and

every nation independently to adopt this remarkable cus-

tom. The old Alexandrian library possibly contained

amongst its priceless jewels of ancient literature some very
old records antedating the account in the Old Testament.

It does not follow, as a fact, because circumcision is men-

tioned in the Old Testament that the Jews were the first to

perform this rite and operation of other races.

It has not been my intention to speak of the methods of

operating, and the dangers and benefits to be derived there-

from.
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