November 18, 1988

Miedweal E. De Bakey, M. D,
College of JNedicine
Baylor University

Texas Medical Center
HBouston, Texas

Dear Dr, De Bakey: / ,
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Many thanks for your kind letter of Nowember 7. Our meeting, which
was Quite well attanded, went off very well., Amongst those present were
Dr. Alan Gregg of the Rogkefsller Foundstion, Dr. Bruno Qebhard of the
Clevealand Esalth Museum, ¥r, Metoalf, Librarian Emeritus of Narvard,

Dr. Maxwell and Dr. Keaard of the AMA, Dr. ¥Willard Cammlier of the
American Dental Assoglation, Dr, Willisms of the Amerieanm Public Health
Association, and John Xelly and Ken Williamsou of the American Hospital
Association., Our discussion lasted sowe two and a half hours and was
both informative and, for the most part, quite snthusiastie.

The general consensus of opinion seemed to be that, while, of
course, if the Senstors do push for legislation to ereate & nationsl
1ibrary and museum it might militate sgaiust the almost assured con-
struetion of a new building to house the Arwmed Services NMedical Library,
nonetheless the risk should be taken. The suggestion was mads that
perbaps the matter could be so handled that the Armed Porces would
progesd with their attempts to secure funds for the construction of
such a building in Bethesda while thw separate legislation was being
processed, and that the new legislation oould contain a provision calling
for the tranafer of said structure to the new institution at vhatever
stage of development it might be when the legislation passed. The
majority of those pressnt also seemed to agree that it would be desirable
t0 combine the idea of a mationsl museum of health with that of a national
1ibrary of health, although it was further agreed that it wight be desirable
to have them housed in separate buildings -~ the library in Bethesda, the
suseum in downtown Washington. The two representatives of the AMA who
wors pressnt were not, of courses, in a position to spesk for the Assog¢iation
with respect to the proposal we put befors them., They did point out that
the AMA was on record as favoring the construetion of a new library by
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the Department of Defense. Thay agreed, however, that this position had
besn taken without any discussion of the desirability or feasibility of
detaching the library from the Depsrtmsat of Defense.

Currently wo are marking time awaiting regeipt from Dr. Gebhard
of some detailed suggestions gomcerning the proper funetions, scope,
size, ste. of a national museums of heslth, When that information resches
us ve shall, as I previously explained, attempt to rough draft the pro-
posed lagislaticn. At that tims, of course, we shall see to it that you
regeive & oopy ivasmuch as we will walus your cumments most highly.
Dr. Bejhard's present comsitments are such that 1 don't expeat to
recsive his msterial until shortly after Decesmber 1, so I will have
iittle to add to this when you arrive in ¥ashington. Nonetheless, I
do look forward to seeing you agnin and hope you will let me know whether
the meoting of the National Research Council is such as to leave you some
time to spare.

Sincerely yours,

¥illiam G. Reidy
Professional Staff Memder
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