-D 6 February 1956

Michael E, DeBakey, M. D.

Baylor University College of Medicine
Texas Modical Center

Houston 25, Texas

Deoar Doctor DeBakey:

You have asked me to supply you with some information en previous
attespts meds to obtain a new building for the Armed Forces Kedical
Library, This I am glad to doj I am only sorry that it is not possible,
within a resscnable period of time, to do s tharough & job as would be
desirsble, This is because no coherent recital of these events is in
existencs) the story which follows I have had to plecs together as
best I could from many files, at once voluminous and frsgmsntary.
Difficulties alse ariss because the problem of obtaining a new build-
ing has been complicated and at times obscured by two other mtterss
1) the problem of phyeical location of the building, alternately de-
termined us the Mall, Capitol Hill, Walter Reed, Bethesda, and other
aress; and 2) the problem of the plase of the Litrary in the govern-
ment structure -- as sarly as 1897 there wes & movement to move the
Library to the jurisdiction of the “National Museum" and in 191k (and
10 a lesser degree in 1931) there was & streng movement to move the
Litrary to the jurisdiction of the Library of Congress (these examples
will serve, although thers are more,).

Clarity will perhaps be favared if we consider events in rough
chrenological ordsr, Ws may start by noting that the present build-
ing was completed in 1887, and that as early as }901 John Shew Bill-
ings was remarking (in a speech at the dedication of the Boston Medi~
eal Library) that “just now the Army Medical Library is in urgent
need of shelving for its additions, some of which are being stored
in window sills or on the floor,” Ee suggested that members of the
Massachusetts delsgation in Congrees might be stimmlated to urge the
apprepriation of #9,000 for this shelving. As you can ses, nothing
has chsnged except the rrice,

WORLD WAR I PERICD, You will recall the oil painting, dated
1518, purpor a pictuare of the new Library building, which
formerly hung in The Surgeon Generalts office and now hangs in mine.
On 5 December 1917 Surgeon General Gorgas wrots the following note
to the Secretary of Wars "I reguest that an estimate be made of
Ten Thousand Dellars ($10,000) for the purpose of making up plans
and specifications for the new bullding for the ARMY MEDICAL MUSEUM
AND LIBRARY, photographic copies of the plans herewith." This re-
quest wss dissprroved in J 1918, The matter did not stop here;
an act of July 2, 1919 (41 Stat 122) appropriated /4350,000 under
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the title Lend for Hospiials and Other Purposes "far the purchase of
land eentigucus to Walter Reed Generel Hospital, District of Celumbia,
26,9 acres wore or less, for the final location of the Army Medical

~ The Surgeon General's Litesry, and the Army Medical Schoel,
and for ths improvemants now on the land to be rurchased," /Source:
lette dated 23 Jamwry 1930, Patrick J, Hwley, Secrestary of War,

to Chairwan, Public Buildings Commissicm,/ I cannot readily deter-
sine Just why this novement proved ve,

BARLY THIRYIES. In June 1931 the House of Delegates of the
Anarican Kedic ssociation adopted a resolution favering transfer
of the Army Medical Litrery to the Liltwasry of Congress, On 6 November
1531 the Semretary of War wrote s letter to the President of -the Senats,
stating the oprosition of the War Departasnt to the preopossl, On
21 Boverber 1932 1t was repurted that “proposed lsgislation for in-
cluding in the War Department legislative progrsm, 2d Session, the
authorisation of Lidrery and Museum building at the Army Medigal
Canter was dissprroved on agcount of finenedis) conditions.* In
June 1933 the AMA House of Delegates adepted a resolntion urging
construction of the Lidrary at the Army Nedical Center. In 1933 there
was jrepossd an allotment of #2,086,000 frem Publie Works funds to
wrect the Librery tullding at Walter Reed, and this propossl ws
sprroved by Mr, Douglss, Burean of the Budget, in a msmorandum to
the Fresident. In Gctobar 193) plans for the building were prepured,
and & request for funds was nade, Put in Dessuber 1933 a letter
from the Adwministrater of Public Warks stated that action was to be
daferred because of lack of funds, but that the projeet would be
placed on the rreferred list, As late s&s March 1937 we learn that
the "project (now £2,492,500) is now with O=hi,* Here the project
merges inte the next phase,

RTIES. In 1938 the TS%h Congress, 34 Seasion, passed

3919 (52 stat 68L; Congressional Rescrd 28 Aprid 1938),

building ine Librery and Museum, at a cost

not %o exosed $3,750,000, In 15h0 the 76Ah Congress, in the Aet of
13 June 1540 (Publis Reselution Ne, 611: HR Report No, 1912, p, 16)
aprromiated 000 for plans for the new building, In 19kl an
amendment (55 Stat 731) was pacsed suthorising an additional fl mile-
lion - bringing the tatal suthorised to $,750,000; the additionsl
money was for socquisition of a site on Capitel Hill, In late Dee
cember 1541 we find Colonel Jones, then Direstar of the Library,
writing to a correspondent that the sum of #4,500,000 in the budget
would have bem approved but for the advent of the war,

POST-WCRLD WAR II. In 1946 the Army Hetical Department in-
ﬂmm}?sqmw for ¥Y 1548 funds for the construction
of a new tulldings Mr, Tracy Voorhees, then Specisl Assistant to
the Secretary of Yer, inforwed a correspondent that “however, budget
severities to which the War Department is now being subjected make
it extremsly diffioult to provide funds for this purpose in next
year's Woar Department budget,” On 8 March 1548 Surgeon Ceneral
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R. ¥, Sliss requested that the ot for FY 1549 include £16,000,000
far & new Building) on 29 March 15L8 the Army Engineers msde a new
estimate of £17,200,000, About this time the Hawley Board was recom-
mending that the Lilrary be budgeted as 3 "civil function® of the
Army, and on 30 Septesber 1949 Secretary of Defense Louis Johnson
wrote o former Surgeon (eneral of the Army Charles R, Reynolds that
"consideration is being given to requesting the General Service Ad-
ministration to tudget for the construotion of a new Library building.®
A 1ittls later the Dopartment of Defense Menagement Commitiee, under
the chairmeanship of Genersl MoSerney, recommended transfer of the
Library outside the Department of Defenses, 'lm‘m paper, which
appeared in the Bullstin of the Medical tion for
AEAL 1551, 18 tRe Deet vy of Thets ey soTITE

PERICD 1952 to PRESENT, ¥ recommendations to the Secre~
tury of Defense (then General Marshall) by a special committes of the
National Research Cowneil, the Army Nedical lLibrary was, in May 1952,
redesigneted (by then Secretary of Defense Lovett) the Armed Forces
Medical Litrary, a jJoint agency of the Department of Defense under
Army mansgment control, A new drive for construction of a uilding
began immediate this culminated last summer with the passage of
Public Law 219, 8hth Congress, signed by the President om k August
1955, vhich included the spprepriatéon of #350,000 for plans for a
new Armed Forces Medical Library buildinmg, Om 1 Desesber 1955 I
lsarned that the Secretary of Defense had desided thet construction
funds for the building would not be included im the Defense Depart~
mm&fwnlﬁ'!gom that on the basis of this decision

spportiorment of the £350,000 planning funds already sppropriated
would not be asked for,

This is the stery up to now, in crude outline) I only wish
it were possible to flesh it out in all details, Dr, Sehullian of
ouwr staff has airesdy begun a history of the Library, planned for
sppearance on cur 125th anniversary in 1961, aad this is certainly
ons theme that will deserve sxtensive Sreatment.

With kindest personal regards,
Sincerely yours,
FEANK B, ROGERS

Lt Col, XC
Director



