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Mr. Speakers

1 am deeply gratified thet the Committee on Appropriations has
wu&qnﬂmummm

mmmmum The tuldlnnotm
m.umm o not provide funds to help
in the construction of medical laboratories. But the

amendment moves us ashead 6 my objective.
Solong as I am & & House, 1 shall press the case for
medical research Nation can rest assured that every

competent medicel investigstor has the funds he needs to do his woxzk,
that we are providing the Nation with an adequate poecl of highly
trained seientists for the years shesd, and that the seientists ave
working in facilities that enable them to advance their reseaich
most effectively.

This, in & nutshell, is whet I consider the only sound national
medical ressareh policy. It would provide a progrem to earry out
President Eisenhower's brosd statesent in his Health Kessage to the
Congress of Jemuary 18, 1954: “In such dizect ressasch prograns, and
in Publie Health Service reseazch grants to State and local govesne
sents and o private reseasch institutions, 11es the hope of selving
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“many of todsy's pesplexing health problems.”

1 have fought consistently, over the past eight years, to give the
pecple of this Nstion the medical researeh they want nd need= the
 sedicsl sesearch thet is the only hope for mdlliens of sufferers
fxem cancer, hesrt disesse, arthritis, spilepsy, cerebral palsy,
\m‘am,mmmn | |

© Tis has been 8 battle ssainet tisidity d ignorences

lesdership in bringing into effect the moet extensive and successful
resesrch attack on disease the world has ever seen.

We still have a long wey to go, and the going will not be easy. m
prizery cbstacle in the way of establishing a fully adequete national
medical research program is ignorance.

1 have had an exceptionsl opportunity over the past few years to
discuss medicel research at length with & wide crossesection of
Aserica®s leading scientists and reseazch physicisns. shile 1 cannot
clain to understand the technicsl sspects of medical research, 1 have
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pained 8 profound respect for the complete and seifless dedication
of these men, for their integrity, and for thelr cempetence, which will
 inevitably lesd to & sclution of todey’s baffling health problems.

These men have taken the time to explain to me whet is being accoms
 plished and what the future mey hold. |

The significance of today's sdvances snd gf resesren possibilities

what opportunity Ades to improve the heslth of the Mation

by & scientific approach. when the msening of research is understocd
in terss of livee saved and misery and pain relieved, then suppart of
sedical research will be viewed s & coapletely non-partisan mattes.

Feilure to understand = ignorance of the feets - is more of & basrier
te the establishment of a sound national pregrem of medical research
than is timidity. Ignorance of the facts is the major cbstacle to
improvesent of our Nation®s health.

#hat are the facts?

Let me mention & few concerning diseases of the neavous system, which
afflict %o some degree one out of evexy elght Asexicans. Cerebrel palsy
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Mmmumumnum~ fits thet may
ocour at rare intesrvals or several times a day. The intelligence

’ dummmmmmmmm
the opportunity to work and use thels ninds because of thelr physical

affliction. Muscular dystrophy csutes to wither end cosse
of diseases. It is an cbscure of DN nervous systen that
‘ WMVQW times almost disappesrs. But

over the long yun, it & { as parts of the nervous
WW: ﬂﬁnﬂyw

This is one of for which there is now no cure, and

yeazs of work may . before the whole picture becomes clear.
But meanwhile, researcn is being pushed ahead on 8 larger seale than
st any time in our histery. Five yesrs ago, total reseasch expendi~
tures on this disease totalled $30,000; now the level is $300,000.
Leads are cevelopinge A tessm of scientists has been sent to Guam

to detezmine precisely why @ disesse like multiple sclerceis «-

Lou Gerhig's cisesse = is 50 times move prevalent theve than in

this country. If they can find what it is in diet, envirement or
inherited characteristics of those pecple that mekes them 80 suscepilble,
we sy have a lesd to the origins of this group of neurclegical
diseases, I hed @ part in incressing the level of suppert for zeseasch
on multiple sclerosis and the rolated disesses, and I intend to press



for further support 8s the work now in progress develops new clues
and new SppEoaches. By and large, the newological diseases czizple
and destroy the essence of life witheut killing their victims.

mmq*mdmm-ummnm
to me in testimony over the years. The research story until recently

has been one of spasmodic effort, lack of and very slow
progress. It was tremendously eel me, then, to hesr in
zecent testimony befere the &t last & byeak in the
wall hae been found. It wes to me pevscnally and as &
menber of Congress to breaks through developed in one
of the Institutes by Congress, and that it wes
made possible in combination of research talent
and research which wo have all had hand. 1 »efer,

of course, to the Clinical Center at the National Institutes of lealth,
which has been in cperation less than 3 year.

There, in the Clinieal Center, & Tesearch tean of the National
Institute of Newrological Diseases and Blindness has come up with
an extremely promising lead in the research battle sgainst epilepsy.
There is reason to believe that the major defect in epilepsy is &
chenfcal deficiency in the brain, and thet epileptic seizures can be
controlled by the zeplacement of this sybstance in the brain tissues
in the affected aves. |



It will teke time and money and patience to follow up this lead.
Now, the members of Congress will be interested to know that the
budget submitted to the Subcommittee did not contain sufficient funds
to do this fully and repidly. These followed, however, one of the
gratifying experiences that can typify service on Congressional
comitteos that deal directly with programs that touch the vesy
heart of the American pecple.

1 becane acutely aware of the ifsport work a8 it was described
to us by Dz, Pearce Salley, the Neurclogical Institute.
iy interest spresd to other of the Subccmmittee. AS 8 direct
result, the Committes sizable acditional funds for
this Institute to studies to the fullest extent, in
order to bring benefits of this research to the peint
of practical without delay. For those of you who are

essentially econcmy=minded, it should be said that if this single
sesearch finding is confirmed, the cost of the Clinical Center
fagility =~ estimated at roughly $€0 million == may be repaid many
times over. I know of no better illustration of the ways in which
the Congress cen work to sssure the direction of Federal programs
toward the public interest.

It became evident from the testimony of the same witness that the
buiget as submitted would permit no reasonable research effort in
the whole fleld of blindness, although 300,000 Americans today are
totally blind and an equal mumber aze partially or almost totally so.
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to that Institute®s budget.
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in the prograns of the Nstional Institutes of Health. As I probed
into the testimony of each witness, and ascertained the facts that

iay behind the budget presentations, 1 in every cese significant
sreas in which essential work wes done because of & shortage
of funds, and ot the same time of ressarch progress
which confiimed my belief | in medicsl reseszch is
good economy as well 88 losrican people.

Ancthes ares testioony was stherosclercels, the
sajor form of the arteries. A grest killes and dissbler,
atherosclezosis heart attacks, and much of the mental

disturbance smong clder persons. Three quartess of & million deaths
in 1950 resulted from cerdiovascular diseases, and of these, approm
imately 75 pescent were the divect or indirect result of this condis
tion. The Heast Institute has conducted and supported significent
studies impliceting a fatty substance in the blood called Cholesterol,
ss a possible cause of atherosclercsis, and have found » complex called
the "clearing factor” which seems vexry promising in its ability to
facilitate the handling of fatty molecules in the blood stream.

As many of you know, diabetes can be centrolled by insulin and diet
in meny cases, but there is @ lot that needs to be done in research
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laboratories before we have the knowledge to prevent or cure
this disesse, Theve are move than @ milljon known diabetics in

this country todays At the National Institutes of Health, impertent
studies are alzeady giving us new knowledge about how insulin acts,
what happens to sugars and fsts in the body, and how the disease may
be related to the nervous systeme. Some new studies in the Cliniecsl

Center are concentrating on the 1 fat and carbohydrete
levels of the diet in the prevention that leads to
disbetic coma.

1 do not need to tell you Qlen of major proportions that is
representsd by mental S0 percent of the patients
resident in State ‘ suffer from the mental illness
known as of then cowe to the hospital st an

early age; they stay an averege of 10 years. Mhen it is yealized that
the State hospitals cave fer 6¢ percent of the hospitalized mentally
ill, you can gsee the magnitude of the tragedy reflected in these
figures on schizephrenic patients. In the Clinical Center, the
kational Institute of Mental Health is meking one of the first inte-
grated research sttacks on this problem in the whole United States.
The Institute scientists have & promising lesd in 8 drug known as
lysergic acid, which produces in normal husan belngs & tesporery
condition comparable to that found in schizophzenis, permitting the
cisease to be studied under highly contrelled conditions.
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Arthritis and rhewmetism, to cite anothes example, afflict approws
imately 10 million pecple in the United Stetes. Rhewmeteld axthritis,
the most serious foum, often leads to crippling deformities. The
dlagnosis of this disease is often difficult, but in the Clinical
Conter a test has been developed, based on the diseovesy thet the
blowd of rheumstold arthritis petients contsins a substance that

these lires is needed if the teet is

and prectical for applicatieon in

of the physiciane

Another fact brought out concerns the dresded,
fatal disease of the white blood cells. The cause

But selentists of the Netional
Cancer Institute secently that the thysus gland == & little
understood orgen in the chest == may play sn important zole in leukesia
inhezit leukenia, and the disesse is setarded o prevented. Traneplont
thynle tissuo fran these mice to those of a leukeniaesesistant straln,
and the discase incresses among the latter. This is only one of domens
of irpertant cluss thet could lead to & major breshthrough in the
cancer problem = with sufficient roseareh suppert.

Whot is 3t stake here is literally & metter of life or death for
hundpeds of thousands of /vexicans == including sone of us who are here
today on the Floow of the House of hepresentetives.



1 have tried to understand why some members of Congress have been
Teluctant to press aggressively for a sound nationd] medical ressaseh
programe This reluctance cannot be sisply o desize for econcnye
Capenditures in necical Tesearch are & longerange but yilteedged
investments They pay dividends in dollars ot 8 rete beyond oo
comprehension of lnvestoent brokers. They pey cividends in husan
terms that are more loportant than 0 the strength and
pesuanent wellebolng of our hatiene

This reluctance is not a The health of the
“N““.E sonflicting partisan intevests

have & pisces 1 @ last yeer, tie fizst [isenhower
budget for the of lisalth wes just oves 60
aillion. As @ and Senate action, that was raised to
§71 million. elected representatives of the peaple

felt that incressed support of mecical research wae in the public
interests I &u reminded, too, that the total apprepristion for this
lmportant enc productive resedrel program hat incressed eteadily each
75 6inee 1940 -~ lncluwilng the two years of the 80th Congress.

The reason for holdlng bick on supost of nedical researeh can not
come from fear of bigness in the Federal governmont. Federal suppoet
of medical researeh in the Nation®s aedicel sehools, undvessities snd
othes noneFoderel sessarch centers hes brought new vitality to Teseasch
throughout the Nation. Substantial increases for the laboratories of
the Feticnal Institutes of Health themselves have boen concentrated
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in two worthshile aress. The flrst is expansion of the neglected
fisld of neurology. The second, progress towsrd full use of the
Kation's new and magnificent medical research laborstory == the

Clinical Center at the Nationsl Institutes of Health.

Pinally, it is incencelvable 0 ne thet any of my colleagues eould
fail to support this vital health progrem sisply because they axe
by diesase, one of

The longezange question is not our willingness to sccept this
amendnent, which I 8o suwre wo will adopte The main question is whether
we hove the vision and courage to ect boldly end consistently, year
after year, to creste the national medicsl research progrem worthy of
this Netion and its pecple.

I, for one, will seize every opportunity to mike such 8 progrem a
zeality.

1 fought in the Cosmittes for an additional S730,000 for reseazch on
epilepsy. I obtained an additional $400,000 for resesrch on problems
of blindness. I insisted thet one million dollers be added to each of
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sclevosis, cexebral palsy - and on pentsl discrders.

This is & skizmish in the caspaign. It 4o an advange. It is met
& large scale advance, but this s the way pIOgEess ConeS.

1 will fight for advances year by year every resouste that
can be brought to beax on the gredt & is committed to the

i
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