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to face the world'e great challenge. ‘

, On an occasion such as this, graduating classes, at Colleges and Academies,

are accustoned to listen to flights of oratory - and to great expositions of the virtues

cmmm and the eagerness of youth to bring te the darkened world the
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mzummmm and the distinet honor

M&NMM..W,I&M 1t of my responsibility in speak-
ing to you young men, who will be the cif soldiers, the statesmen and builders

of tomorrow.
, 80 - if I fail in oratory =t me. I shall try to make up to you, in

truth, what I lack in forensic

'iw;twmm;- to me now as yesterday - I sat just as you
young men sit, and listened to a Commencement Day address. I, too, realized that I was
ready, able and willing to meet, and to conquer, whatever problems the great World had
to offer. You see, I had the privilege of studying under the Brothers of the Christian
Schools - at la Salle. ;

You and I have much in common., I absorbed the teachings of the good Brothers
just as you have done. I also entered the life which comes after graduation, during a
erisis in the life of the Nation.

It vas my lot to go out into a world in the throes of a terrible depression,
when homes were crubling - when greed and selfishness were raspant - and hunger and pri-
vation threatened to undermine the character of the people of America.
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I have had an opportunity which you have yet to experience. I have seen the
teachings of the Christian Brothers under fire - and I can say to you, in all sincerity,
you have nothing to fear, if you will but eling fast to the principles you have learned
here at Saint Rapheel's. Those ideals of character will stand the test - = no matter
what the temptation - no matter how rough the road - no matter how great the momentary
adversity may seem, you have something which will enable you to prevail - if you will but
hmﬂ.'

The world into which you are about to enter beggars description. This whole
planet - where once you traced the voyages of lMarco Polo - of Magellan and Columbus - is

geothing with a terrible war. Those tropical islands you have visualised as the
symbol of peace and tranquility are today raging % romentic names of foreign
lands are forgotten in the death=dealing arnies. i

Because of your youth, there may be would discourage youwr inquiries into
the basic causes of this great struggle our Nation is now fighting for her very
life. There may be those who seek to all fears = to put at rest your worries -
about our Nation's position in battle, and to halt your searching for the path
which we, as a people, are to this war will have ceased. With such reasoning
I differ strongly.

You have nothing to fear from the truth - - you have much to fear if you fail
to seek the truth., You young men bring to a world half-mad - ~ pure hearts and free
minds, untainted by the prejudices of older men. You are still free from the overpowering
emotions which will tempt your judgment as you come in contact with the stern realitdes
of 1ife. It is for that reason I believe it is not only your privilege, your right « =
but it is your solemn duty - - to inquire into the causes of this latest war among men,
and to inquire into the relation which this Republic bears to those causes and to the
struggle itself,
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Having found those truths, you will know best how to act = for with the men and
women of your generation will rest, almost entirely, the decisions which will guide the
Nation in the years of reconstruction which will follow the coming of peace.

1 know you have read in books - in magasines of all sorts - and in the dally
papers = the various elements which go %o make up this thing we call Demecracy. Yowr
ears have often been left ringing by the declamations of great men, explaining the
attributes of Democracy and the glorious traditions of this Republic which is the United
States of America.

No doubt there have been times when you have wondered just what it is all
about = when you sought in the tangle of claims and , the real truth; when
you wondered at the apparent bitterness that could . two men - or groups of
men - who both loudly proclaimed their loyalty + There will yet be times when
you will know sorrow as you see men of locked in what seems a battle
from which but one can emerge alive and will be times when you will experience
the feelings of disillusionment snd you witness man's inhumanity to man.

I know it is hard %o y these various elements which are embraced
in the operations of our De analyse and digest 1t all would require a super-
man, To understand your relation to all this = to keep your head when all about you are
losing theirs - you need only your faith in God, and the good common sense with which the
Brothers have sought to inspire you.

In Saint Raphael's classrooms you have been taught the value of material
things, and how those material things might be turned to the use of society. You have
been told of man's discoveries -~ of man's development - of man's contest with the elements,
and of how human society has benefited by men's constant striving for improvement.

But always through your studies there was encouraged in yowr hearte and minds
the natural love of law and the natural aspiration to liberty and freedom.
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The Brothiers have taught you = not the pagan theory that the State is the end
toward which all effort must be directed = but that the State exists for the comson good,
You have learned that man possesses certain inalienable rights - - - those rights are not
merely creations of the mind of man - they flow from the hand of man’s Creater. Those
ri#ilm-n'iub"Mudt&_wnmm-mm-nltm&nﬂld
an allepowerful state, to be glven, graciously, or to be taken avay by some who might
- temporarily capture control of the State's administration, You have been teld at Saint
Raphael's that our Holy Mother the Chureh is the untiring defender and champion of those
rights - that the Church can never associate herself, even for a little while, with those
who worship at the shrine of the omnipotent state, for action would accomplish only
the debasement and enslavement of the Church.

 That knmowledge you have acquired is of real Demoeraecy, and that
knowledge will serve you throughout all the . your life. It is the foundation of
- genuine freedom - not only of the body, mind.

As you stand loyal to this will find men who will sneer and
admonish you to be practical =~ in world. By "practical® they often mean
#"license®, You will be told you more "liberal®, You will learn that they often

confuse "liberal" with "ignorance®. There will be theose who will tell you the world has
grown old and has learned it does not need - and can find no place for « these prineciples
which you regard as lode stars.

I tell you « in all humility - to hold tight to those teachings. Refuse to
allow yourselves to be swayed from the path which the Brothers have taught you to know.
Those principles ~ those ideals, if you prefer that word - are your only hope of sanity
in a werld gone mad., They are your guarantee of survival.

As you bocome familiar with the military, economic and political developments
of the world about you, you will rotice that man - in every erisis - returns to fundamental
Catholicism. Humbly and suppliantly he acknowledges there are no atheists in fox-holes.
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Fervently he prays God to bless his arms. loudly he proclaims that the battle which he
fights - whether it be a clash of arus or a striving agalnst adversity - is fought for
the greater Glory of God. :

In your hands = in the hands of the men of your gemeratlen = is the epportunity
of testing man's faith in his Creator. Whother we, as & people, shall contimue to call
on 0od to bless ow efforts when there will be placed before us the temptations which
gater to our baser selves is a decision widch will be made by such men as you. Other
genevations of Americans will be tired and weary from the impact of the war we are waging
to bring peace to you, Your generation will be f£i%, pray God, and it will be your
responsibility. Don't fall those who will come after ydu., We have faith in you « all
mmmm»tm~mumum‘$§mmamum

You face life at & time when all you Ji
deyastating fire. That fire will test your nedQLE, and your conduct will be taken to
prove to the world how well the &

 Tnidd now, to & considerable mmmmwmmm
realities of & world where every which is nown to man is devoted to the task
of waging war - where men of in and education devote their skill and their
knowledge of the sciences, not to the relief of the allments that beset mankind - except
as 1% may better fit him to be a warrior - but, semmingly with a fanstical determination,
these learned men devote their sikills to the perfection of newer means of exterminating
man and man's creations. _ :

Your homeland -~ a8 you take your place in its ranks « is engaged in a war that
mst be fought to a completely victorious conclusion., Your homeland went to war for one
reason, and one reason only = to guarantee that might shall mever make right. We have but
one genuine hope for the future - that we can contribute to the establishment of a peace
that shall be permanent. That pesce must be one in which there shall be cooperation in
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the promotion = not of apoetal Sirkeruiti' or privete sabitiins = it in‘ tie pimstion of
the common Welfaré ‘= « there mist not be & renewed rivalyy for the privilegs of comadtting
nass murder. hiwnnw«mm,amm“mm'hmmw
mmmum‘ mttmmmammmmm
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I lmow youth doesn't ask for safety = youth has always sought the challenge
and the contest. You have all that in the world you are dbout to meet. No géneration
ever faced greater dangers - - yet no generation ever met greater opportunities.

You men have ideals - cling to them. You have dreams - don't ever lose them.
Our great citiss have been Luilt = owr rivers have been g} - and continents linked
together - by men with dreams. In the world of tomorrow Mdre will be plenty and te spare
for the man who has dreams and who has the wi with his iands and his intellect
to make those dréams facts. As the bombed and Mawied peoples of the earth dig theme
ﬂmma&-mmm« @ i howes, and commence the task of re=-
corner in which to lay down
grief-stricken cities of the world =
be work for youwr hands.

When that day comes, be ready to grasp the opportunity, and to meet the
challenge wiich it will bring. Love America - have faith in the commen man of America.
So conduct yourselves ia 1ife that you can help to guide the America of the future along
the path of social peace = where the worker will not be condemned o economic dependence
mmm,mmtwmmmmum«muwmmn
from the powsr of the State. mm.uﬁmmmum The future, with all
ite promises, is all yours.

Your education here at Saint Raphael's assures you of the ability to succeed.
Your faith assures you of protection,

« = « ag the lights come up in all the
will be a place for your dreams - there will



