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Address delivered by the Honorable John E. Fogarty, iiember of Congress,
~ 2d Rhode Tsland District, at the American Federation of Labor, Rhode Island
State Convention, on Sunday, May 16, 1943, at the Narragansett Hotel in

I am always glad to be with a gathering of union men and women, and I am
particularly happy to be attending our convention today, because it is my considered
opinion that labor in America is today facing its darkest houwr. During the past fifty
years lLabor has made steady progress until today a man who works for a living is a
recognized partner in the Nation's industrial and economie life. That has always been

the goal of trade unionism because the early ploneers in the trade union movement

recognized that once such recognition had been won - men and women who do America's
hard work could be sure of providing themselves and children with proper living
There have been many obstacles Labor's path, throughout the years.

The trail up the hill to Social Justice J
Blood has been shed along that trail,

a amooth highway by any means.
marked by the broken hearts and broken

& and the blackjack in the hands of the
company thugs. There were the days of the machine guns mounted at the mill gate and on
the mill roofs. There were the injunctions and the flying squads to treak up meetings
in churches and in homes.

But then came the Norris-laGusrdia Act - the wWagner Act - and other acts of
recognition that after all workingmen and women were truly Americans and as such were
entitled to the safety that is afforded by the laws of this Republic., Men walked a
little more erect with this recognition. Trade-unionists became a little less furtive
and soon there was an extra loaf of bread on the table, and the mother of the family had
an extra pair of shoes for Church on Sunday. Labor felt it had arrived in this great
Republic and it sald to the Country = = we are partmers in the life of Anerica and we
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demand that we shall be accorded the rights and the responsibilities of equal partners.
That was its just and proper position.

But in speaking thus = 1% awoke all the hatred thet has lingered in the
Mu'mmmmhﬁwmmmuuuﬂ--ﬁmu
mmmnmmmammmmwnpﬁumm
Mﬁm,

These haters of labor have raised their veices constantly in recent years, see-
mmmmmmm»mwnwwuwmamnmm
udmamtmm Mmm.swmummxmm

m«mmmmmmm war..
~ Always, though, labor was on the had been diligent all through

these years. It had been awake to the t go with complacency. !tmumu

take anything for granted, and it had dhwﬂ@t_mﬂm
any citizen - the right to & velce in Government. Working men and women had taken
the troutle te register and to (fte, fid it elected to public office men who recognized
the principles of justice and t for the advancement of the common man. These

men in whom labor had placed its falth proved equal to their responsibility, and threw
»MWMuwdrMMnttmnmwnmmm&W
labor had made possible.

Then labor became satisfied. It thought the battle was won and there was no
longer any cause for alarn. Those who attempted to bestir the men and women %o protect
the right of franchise were accused of crying "Welf", and they were disulssed with &
mm:m-»um.wmmmuw,mmmmmm
mawmummo:muhmmnmmmmmm
labor permitted - bessuse the working men and women of the Country would not take the
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trouble to register and vote - lLabor permitted their friends to be replaced by reactionary
champions of the sweat-shop and starvation wages. In Rhode Island the working men and
women went to the polls last November = - we all know the result.

st (| Tell the part labor played in the election of last Fall --
you tolfi Washington about Labor's part in that election -- What hap-

pened thruout the Country because Labor didn't vote. The Hobbs Bill

and your position on it.

'mmmwmummmtumm—
bility, what has happened? What is the situation today? Now the lobbies and the halls
u,mmumm-wmunm-. MtuMm

once move leaping for the saddle, and the race of pri and position is once more
wnder way.

In the Senate of the United States, ten ago, there was passed the
infamous Connally Bill - and you look to - see how those men who were newly-
elected to the Senate last November plece of legislation - & measure which
denounces the man who works at the amnmd&ohunﬂ“hh
to a state that is not a jot or Agd than inveluntary servitude. The result of
Mc-muwnm-u@*ummuhmaw

tives by the Champion of reactionaries the despicable Smith Bill, conceived in horror
that the working man should be sonsidered an equal of all men, and brought forth with &
snipe contempt for the liberty and freedom which its proponent professes to love.

These alleged Statesmen = whose fondest act is to wrap themselves in ld
Glory - seresch “Inflation® = and while they wring from the Treasury of the United States
the last possible dollar, cry that their activities against Labor Unions are prompted
only by their desire to help the boys who are fighting this war.

What is it that these men seek? Is it production for war? Is there a man alive
who can peint to a record of production that exceeds - or even approaches - the recerd
of production that has been compiled by American Labor? Is there a man alive = friend
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or enemy = who does not know that Labor's record of production surpasses anything ever
conceived by this or any other Country?

When our Commander=in-Chief told the world about his plans for armament pro-
duction in 1942, his remarks were received with skepticism here - and were openly laughed
ap abroad. What is the situation todsy? Those scoffers and doubters have been made
husble by the millions of tons of armsments that have poured from the factories and
shops in 1942 - and already in this year, the records are surpassing those totals. The
mnmummmmmmwtﬂmdw.m—
carriers and laborers, who have made these records possible. Arms are being transported
by rail, by dhip, by plane, by truck, and by camel - = (4 to Afries - Egypt - Syria -

India - wu « and to literally every corner of « Is that preduction?

The men and women in our factories these weapons of war. mm
armdes of the building trades have built n war factories in months ~ not days
or hours - but months = under record bullt camps and barracks with speed
hat 16 nething shevt of marvelews, in owr shipyards - under the sun and
under the ave~light - turn out ffe vitgl cargo space to haul this war equipment all over
the oceans of the world. The , the truckmen - in the tright glare of daylight

and in the inky black of night - travel the highroads of war-tine Aneries - - like their
brother railroad men, they get tiis vital material through on time. The longsharemen -
never ceasing in their toil - make ready to turn these vessels of America at war over to
mmmdumm--uomwpmumm-'m”tm
Marine - faeing untold horrers on every voyage = risking the scream of the bomb and the
inferno of a blasing vessel - with the only alternative - endless days and nights in the
freezing North Atlantic. Do these men contribute nothing to production for War? Are
these men and women without velue? Does America consider them vile and the fit subjects
tnnl.ﬂ.uhﬂ.mm- .
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. What is it that these men seek? A speedy conclusion of the war? Doesn't the
and women cmum hmmwu & speedy conclusion?

Do these would=be dictators of the moral code of the Nation feel that the
recommend? WM less clothing? Less heat in our homes next winter? mmm
mmummmmuumumﬁuuwwmm
»ﬁmumm

mmm-;mmwmummamm

mn war effort? I'1l risk a comparisen of any - —tw»-m_‘mm
with any group of industrialists < = and I*11 lay‘edda’en the result of that comparison.
Yes, we are all striving te bring to a speedy conclusion, The men and
women in the shop want 1t hrought te an end S\Y se they can go back o "normalcy = -
and profit® - No - but so they can hde, four and five sons back home, They
want %o take down the blue stars that the window - and they pray Geod every night

that those blue stars won't havé/to be\replaced by gold ones. Yes, they are working and
sacrifieing to get this.war won their boys safe home - and they don't intend to
stand 1dly by while those Who preach about the grestness of the Anerican Republic, but
yot refuse to scknonledge that the labarers of the country contribute to that greatness,
seek to destroy at home the very freedon from fear and from want that their sons are
fighting to win elsewhere in the world. A |
msmscu;mmsm'mmwﬁmmu: It can be but
one thing ~ the complete destruction of trade unions, and a retwrn to the day of the
supremacy of the industrial tyseon. It means the deelaration by the Gongress of these
United States that labor shall have no veice in the operations of our economy, It means
that when labor cries out against an injustics = against faulty statesmanship - against
failure of industry or government - it will be told = "You have no right o velce any
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protest - we, the elect, have sald all conditions are frozen”. The Connally bill says
just that = it says in effect to labor = "If you claim you have a grievance - then you
liel®

When thie measure was before the Semate of the United States - not after due
deliberation with open hearings at which all men were allowed to volce their opinions -
not in the sense of debate and comparison of honest opinions honestly arrived at - but
u;mummmmwmwnmm-mmum
which the Homorable Senators cringed - — when this measure was before that body, there
were Senators who had the courage to rise in their places and attempt %o point out to
the proponent of the measure that there were serious ects in the bill., On each

occasion, this august legislator replied, _ 111 change that - alright I
un.umg-mmm-mm, may be justice in what you say, we'll
change that if you want to" « = but, when 1 suggested that the bill be returned to

agree to change the bill not even he Nol When that suggestion was made

, consideration of being cowards - Cowardsi
mark you well that word - Cowardel >‘because they dared argue for honest consideration
of this legislation which bound wp the livee of American vorking men and women whose
sons fight to save this representative form of Government. (Cowards, because they objected
%o the panicky emactment of legislation that made it a crime punishable by fine and im-
w:uamu.unamumuuumremm.
mhumw»wuwmuumtmmn-m-mwnm
to give a striker refuge after he had been evicted from the company tenements - or to
give ald or any other benefits to a person who struck against injustice.

ummmmm,@mmm-munmm

Yes - when some Semators suggested more careful study of the situvation, and
suggested that cool heads were needed at such a time, this great legislator called them

m,mmmm&ummummﬁﬁanmm, because
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men dared to plead for their principles. All this, mind you, under the guise of helpe
ing %o win the war.

This measure passed the Senate and was sent to the NHouse of Representatives.
mnmm-,mmw.mm-mmmﬂw
for greater production = & more speedy conclusion of the war - demonstrating their real
purpose. Were they content with the travesty on justice that had just been perpetrated
in the Semate? 0Oh, No = = they would go farther than their colleagues across the Hill.
They immediately - not even a pretext of cool and considered judgnent - immediately
did they announce that the Connally Bill was not sufficiently severe - ite lashes did
not bite deep enocugh into the backs of American Labor «iits teeth were not sufficiently
long to reach the jugular vein of the teeming American war plant workers -
its stench was not strong enough to asphyxiate : and mothers of the boys in
= you who teoll at the machines - we
, -« we shall fix all that.* These
legislators, led by the personifica ion, immediately farced the substitution

of a more far-reaching measure. p at merely punishing men who actually oppose
ingustices ~ - grab everything _ to grab everything is their avowed purpose, as

is clearly evident from even a cursory examination of the present form of the Connally
It will soon be debated in the House of Representatives. There have been no
hearings on it, and there will be nonel! Ko one has been allowed te offer testimony in
opposition to the bill. It has been handed to the Members of the House, and the same
threats, the same abuse, that was bandied about in the Semate will be used in the House
in order to secure passage of this measure which sounds the death-knell to trade unionism
in America. ; ;
: If 1% becomes law then trade unionism is on ite way out, and the men and women
who run the factories of America - who build owr homes and ocur cities = who create the
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ships that go down to the sea - will start their jowrney down the hill that is marked
by the blood stainéd fest of Anerica's ploneers in trade wnionism - aleng the trail wp
which they toiled against all manner of opposition, to achieve for us the goals of
social justice which have but yesterday become our right. '

If it becomes law then the Country mocks the very freedoms from fear and from
want fof which we are now giving our all in a bloody, horrible war. A war to make sacred
the home of the common man,

Yos, I know « the cry is we are fighting a war ~ a war for what? For the
freedom of all the peoples of the world - while our own people return to the econtempt
and ridicule that greeted their fathers because their were dirty from honest toil?
A war for what? To protect the trade of Eupires own people are deprived of
food and clothing - yet are told they must to bargain for their own protec-
tion, and must never cry ocut against ' ? A war for what? To make the

future world safe for all peoples? working men and women of America?
Have they no right to be regarded @‘:ﬁnmm Is there a monopoly
on freedom and liberty? Are : and women %o be deprived of thelr right to
ralse a volce in their own muumm#um.mm-
because they demand consideration of their wants?

I know, %00, the charge that is hurled at all who plead laber's cause.
Demagogue, they say = = then, Demagogue let it be, but call it what you will = se long
as there is left in my body the strength to utter one sound - so long as there is left
to me the strength to 1ift one hand « that voice and that hand shall be raised in opposi~
tion to those who would return America to another depression, and, please God, that voice
and that hand shall be raised this week against this dastardly ComnallyeSmith Bill - -
the 11leconsidered = 1ll-timed = and illesponsored attempt to brand American men and
sonnn an Orintualy = = = 05 potusu Shses men and wenen whe mabs up e buskbens of
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uunamsunmmw.m»ﬁ-muummu
a status of less than slaves. '
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