
March 15, 1966

The President

The White House

Washington, D. C.

‘DearMr. President,

mpltitee on Health, Bduca=on

eeeannnnee testimony from the

he p
ios o re i m
9 fs a fThe House Appropri

tion and Welfare has just =

National Institutes of Heea rooosed Administration

recommendations for fiscal

-

Z sincerely believe that I am conyeying to you the general

reaction of Subcommittee members of both parties when I state that

the experience was a most depressing one as we listened to one

tnstitute Director after another outline exciting goals promising
ee

xeductions in human disgablility and suffering which cannot be

achieved under the very tight fiscal 1967 budget.

We do not contend that the professional judgment budgets

£ the various Institutes are sacrosanct -~ they asked for ap-

proximately $337 million over the amount which was finally

recommended for their activities, However, we were impressed

with the fact that these professional judgments were solidly

predicated upon their knowledge as doctors of what it would

take in the coming year to turn the tide against many of the

major cripplers and killers of our time.

As you well know, heert disease is the number one enemy

of the American people, claiming aimosst a million Lives a year

and also removing from cur productive economy thousands upon

thousands of our citizens who then become, through no fault of
their own, tax-eaters rather than tax-payers,

In signing the landmark Heart Disease, Cancer and Stroke

legislation of 1965, which would not have come into fruition

without your magnificent support, you remarked that the goal of

this legislation was simples “to speed the miracles of medical.

research from the laboratory to the bedside,”
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The proposed £ the National Heart
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v8 ave undoubtedly familiar with the increasing optimism

among such distinguished research investigators as Dr. Michael E.

DeBakey of Baylor University and many of his colleagues, that we

can deveciep a totally implantable artificial heart within the

next five years. However, we have received testimony of the past

two or three vears that this will be a very expensive endeavor

invelving sophisticated engineering talents, contracts for exe

pensive hardware, SoCo Zhe National Heart Institute requested

an additional $15 million in the coming year to get this program

off the ground; this vecuest was denied.

fhe budget for the National Cancer Institute is even

tighter, The actual amount of the increase over the curren

year is only $251,0003 since research costs go up at a rate

of about five percent annually, this so~called “increase” is

actually a sharp cut. As the testimony brought out, the numbe

ef vesearch awards which go to investigators in all parts of

the country will be far below the number awarded in fiscal 1966.

Tt will be cbhviously impossible for the National Cancer Institute

to fund even the backlog of scientifically«approved research
 

grants which were awarded, but could not be paid, because of

insufficient funds last yaar.

fhe Congress
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