March 15, 1966

The Pregident
The White House
Waghington, D. C.
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The House Zppropri
tion and Welfare hasg dust £
Hational Institutes of Hea
recomnendations for fiscal

I sincerely believe that I am conv jiag o you the general
reactién of Subccmmitiee members of both parties when I state that
the euwperience wag a most depressing cne as we listened to one

Institute Divector afier another outline exciting goals promising

&
reductions in human di sability end suffering which cannot be
achieved under the very tight fiscal 1867 budget.

We do not contend that the professional judgment budgets

£ the various Institutes are sacroganct == they asked for ape
proylmately $337 million over the amount which was finally
recommended for their activities, However, we were impresgsed
with the fact that these professional judgments were sclidly
predicated upon their knowledge as doctors of what it would
take in the coming vear to turn the tide against many of the
major cripplers and killers of our time.

As you well know, hezrt disease is the number one enemy
of the American people, claiming 11@@ st a million lives a year
and also removing from ocur productive economy thousands upon
thousands of our citizens who then become, through no fault of
their own, tax-eaters rather than taxepayers,

In signing the landmark Heart Disease, Cancer and Stroke
legislation of 1965, which would not have come into fruition
without vour magnificent support, you remarked that the goal of
this legislation was simples “to speed the miracles of medical
rezsearch from the laboratory to the bedside.®
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Yo& are undoubtedly familiar with the increasing optimism
among such distinguished research investigators as Dr. Michael E.
DeBakey of Baylor University and many of his colleagues, that we

can dave Op a totally implantable artificial heart within the

next f£ive vears. However, we have received testinony of the past
two or three vears that this will be 2 very expensive endeavor
involving sophisticated engineering talents, contracte for ex-
penglive hardwars, etca @h@ Natisnal Heart Institute reguested
zn additional $15 millicn in the coming year to get this program
off the ground: this ﬁcques% was denied.

The budget for the National Cancer Institute is even
tighter, The actual amount of the increase over the current
year ig only $231,000: since research costs go up at a rate

of about five percent aunnually, this sowcalled “increase” is
actually & shagp cut., A&s the testimon
P

nv brought out, the numbe
of research awards which go to investigators in all parts of
the country will ke far below the number awarded in fiscal 1966,
It will be cobvicusly impossible for the Hational Cancer Institute
to fund even the backloy of sclentificallv-approved reseaxch
g

grants which were awarded, but could not be paid, because of
ingufficient funds last year. '
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