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Dear Congressman Fogarty:
8 ae a

In your letter of March 25, 195), yo
on an editorial entitled, MentalHealth:

 

There is growing interest in providing 1} better treatment
services inrental hospitals, 2) services that will reduce the number
of admissions to mental hospitals, and 3) aftercare services to
minimiae hospsoitel readmissions s The editorial. recognizes that there
is a need for appropriate physical facilities, for improved treatment
services that will shorten the Length of hospital stay, and for clinis
services, This editorial points out that some people have become too
preoccupied with providing additional buildings:Pond not enough inter=
ested in improving the treatment services in the hosspitals and in the

unrities, Additional physical fac “Les are not, as the editort
bs out, tthe only answer" However it may be that there is a
need for additional physical facilities and also a real need for
vod staff and treatment in the hospitals and improved clinics
ties in the communities.
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One might get the impression that the number of admissions to
mentel hospitals would be reduced considerably by having co ey- ey

psychiatric ¢mired _the majority of peeienks teeated| in eo

lines

  
  

apacitating“then hose that require hospital."treatnent.. “There
are some patients who would have to be admitted to a hospital if
clinic services were not available in the community, One study has
indicated that 5 percent of the patients treated in a community clinic
would. neve required hospitalizetion if elinic treatment had not been

nle, Ib was estimated that the savings that result
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OMI to hospitalize these patients were almost enough to pay ‘the
antire cost of the olinit.

  

I though you might be interested in having a copy of "4 Ten
Point Program of the Netional. Governors! Conference on Mert“AL Healin
a scopy of this is attached,
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