DEPARTMENT OF
HEALTH, EDUCATION, AND WELFARE

PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE
WaAsHINGTON 25, D. C.

IN REPLYING, ADDRESS THE
PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE

REFER TO:
poR G 1954
Dear Congressman Fogarty:
Tn vour lebter of March 25, 195k, vou asked for some comments
on an editorial entitled, "M@ntal Health- ig: Thers is a Way Outt,

There i8 growing interest in providing 1} betbter treaztment
services in m@ntal hospitals, ?2) services that will reduce the number
iss ? s to mental hospitals, and ?} aftercare services to

, hos ﬁtaﬂ W§%ﬁm3%81@”mw The editorial. recognizes that there
is a need for appropriate physical facilities; for improved treatment
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AdatSa

services thalt will ahgﬁmeﬂ the length of h@ﬁpitﬂl shay, and for cli
o This editorial noints out that some people have become too
pied with mrgw1&:mz additional buildi wps ané nob encagh inteyr-
esbed 1n improving the trealment services in the h@ nwt 1 and in the
; Additional physical facilit! as the editori
s oub, "the only answer®, Howsver, it may b@ thau there iﬁ a
¥ need for additionsl physi
impr@vad staff and trestment i
i 29 in the communities.

eal Litis
n the h@ﬁwitala and lmnrafﬂﬁ ﬁlgﬂ ic

@n@ might get the impression that the number of admisszions o

2 Wwould be reduced conglderably by having co

nsy@hi%bwlc 'liﬁ“ﬁga Thw ms§@r$;v‘o- nahmwn*% %?ﬁat@ﬁ in oo
linte

fachmhﬁtlmm Lhﬂn tﬂﬁwﬁ ?ha@ requxr@ ﬁ@S@lﬁ&n trﬂﬂaﬂen+@ fm@ra
are sone pablents who would have to be admitted to a hospital if
clinic services were not availabls in the community, One study has
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indicated that 5 percent of the patisnts treated in a community clinic

Nﬁ?d.havm reguirved hospitalizstion 1f elinie trsatment had not been
le, It was estimated thet the savirgs that resvltad from noh
v to hospitalize thess pabientswere almost enough to pay the

antire cost of %h@ clinic,

I thought you might be interested in having a copy of "4 Ten
Point Program of the National Gavmrr %“ Confersnce on M@n ol Health
a copy of this is attached,
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