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Address by Dr. ilen Gregg, Diractor for tha dedicsl Sclences, The Roekefaller
Foundation, before the Netionel Fund for fedieel fducation, M¥ay 1%, 1949

Dr. Gregg first turned to the historiesl buciground of medioel teaching
beginning with the Flexner Report of 1910 which, he sald, had revelutionized the
whols basis for the treining of physiciuns in the United 3tates. The trewendous
forwsrd stridies schieved by the wmedicsl profession snd the sttsinment of its pressnt
pre-eainence sre the result of curricule then formultted uni stendsrds established;
thelr sdoption, he sald, wss asde poasible by the $250,000,000 of gifts sede over &
period of yesrs by the Carnegle, Rocaefeller, some other founcstions and meny rrivate
dorors. &8 & direct nproof of the wedical schoola' edvance, Tr. Gregg atoted that it
is possible in the United Stutes to find « competentily treined vhysiolan In «lwmoat
any pert of the country for the wdecuste care of sny wedical cene erising bty turning
to & medical directory and sacertsining s doctor's gchool snd the vear of his gradus-
tion. Pootors gradusting after the irensformstion of the schools m«y te nasumed to
e coapetently trained. This degree of change, he sald, has not occurred in sny
othar country in the world.

Ir. Gregg then expleined that the grost rrogress thet hed besn ande Crom
1910 until the coming of the depreasion inm 1932 was helted by n chaln of events &nd
circumstunces that thlreaten to have s disastrous efiect uront the future quality of
all medical educailon. These events ware the following, he suid:

Tae first blow was the gepression which resulted in & loss of ona=third in
the incoume {rom the endowments of the mediesl solools snd the ocessmutlon of further
giving.

The second blow w83 the war which atorped the training of sn edecuste
number of junlor smedlonl teschers &nd put rressure on the schools to gxpend their
enrollments too rupldly snd to instltute sccelercted courses without first being
glven the time to bulld up thelr tesching staffa. There is Little doubt thst the

patriotic resyonse of the medizsl schools to the war saergency causzed s lowering of
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tesshing standards and a distinot deterforation in the quality of medical education.

The third blow came with the inflation which further reduced the purchasing
power of endowment incomes to the point where today this source of income to the
sehools is half what it was prior to 1932. A further adverse offect of the inflation
and the added strain it hes plasced upon medical sshool finances hus bmen their
consequent inability to pay attractive selsries to the teaching staffs in linas with
surreant liviang costs sand thus to attract an inflow of able and desirabls Junior
teachers in sufficient numbers. It is significant that toduy thare are 139 full
professors of anatomy in 2ll medical schools taken togsthar, while there are only
20 instructors; there swuld be of course at least three times &s asny of these juniors.

Dr. Gregg then told the mesting of the 78 medieal collegea in the country
of whieh 34 are publicly supported by the state while 44 are rrivately supported.

He listed thoss states in which there are no medical sohools snd explained thst the
ourrent annusl operating expenses of all 78 schools totaled spproximately $51,000,000
vith an earollment of 22,000-0dd students. He set forth the offsetting income to
sustain these expenses under the following headings: From tuitienm $12,800,000, or
spproximately 24%; fros eandowments $7,000,000, or 14%; from other privete sources
413,700,000, or 27%; and finslly from the taxpayers in the form of state sid
$17,500,000, or 35%.

Theae figures, he seid, when broken down to & per-student basis, indicated
an average tuition of $550 againet an average cost of $2,200 a student rer year; the
sotual tuitions varied betwsen s low of 3250 and s high of $800, and the annusl cost
per student, excluding the cost of resesarch, between $600 and above $5,000.

In summing up these finanoial statistics of the medliasl schools, Dr. Gregg
pointed out that in msny instences those universities having such schools had been
foroed by their finenciel difficulties to choose between & reduotion of their
medical schools or e raid upon the endowment income of thelr other departaents. It

was fortunate for medical educstion, he resmerked, that such raids had been carried
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out temrorsrily but this wus not &« prectlce that could be ex;ected to be continusd
indelinitely.

after thus outiining the finsncisl orisls of the medicsi schools, Ir. Gregg
told briefly of the pereallel situstion existing in the cas=a of the dentsl and
nursing schools. He statsd thet the shortege of nursss wes scute znd thet the ssae
adverse consecuencees caused by the dspreseion, the wuir and inflation were likely to
lesd to an early deteriorstion in the stenderds snd quelity of tesching in these two
fmportent fields. A conservetive eatiaste of students ertering schools of nursing
1z 65,000 annuslly; for 1948 it wea only 35,000. A¢ il is with the medicsl schools,
so 1t is with the dentel end nursing scrools; they ere hewding down-hlll.

In closing, [r. Gregg seild it wes clesr that & Hstionszl Fund for Hedicel
Education 1s urgently needed to bring finenciel succor to 211 mediczl educstion. He
exrressed the bellef thst hesldes calling upon the corporsmtions end leber unions to
support the fund, u speclel gifts campeign aight well be set up in &n sttespt to
collect annusl donetlons of $100 euch frow « lsrge nusber of the 160,000 practicing
rkysicicns. He seid he wes well zwere of their generous giving of free service in
clinies znd hospitels but he nevertheless exyressed the belief tlmt & lsrge number
would glodly contribute $100 ernuelly to this importent effort to hail & further
decline in the stunderds of the professlon - a deciine that Ls inevitebls unless the
wedicel schools soon receive sufficient sdded income with shich to sugeent the
saleries of thelr tecching steffs. Ir. Oregyg emphssized thet gooa herlth for the
netion w:s obtuireble by en eppiicution of intelligence nnd money for medicel

education.



