¥r. Rogar 3. Greepe, le 19 Juin, 19%
The Psiping Lnion 'ed. College
Peiping (China )

Personal

Desar loger:

I just come back from a short visit in ¥nglaend,
and find your lstter of May 27th. You speak of the phrase
which I recklessly ussd: "the arid accuracy of scisntists.”.
Of course I would like to gualify as having sorm iraits of a
scientiet; therefore, to ve consistent I ought to giwe you an
accurate and arid anawer which would bs to the effect that I
dont't believe in it very far. Your position is well teken
that sors scientists are not arid and perhaps more are not
agcurate, but you should have seen and heard adame Gerville-
Reache in order %o gt any background since I doubt if she
eould bear forming part of a background. I was using the
arid scientiats as & background azainst which she 8tood out
with all the pilcturesque vividness of lary Garden or the great
actress Rachwl, This isn't accurate.. You tell ms that 1
can't afford to heliswe all that even the dry scientists say.
I should say that in my present job your observation had all
ths humour of under-statomsnt....

)

I hawe not read BM'B "gusst for Certainty”,
but I can answer your guweation as to whether there is not a
dangsr of over-emphasizing that present RF policy of merely
promoting Research and trying to avoid doing anything for every-
day medical education in clinical redicine, You will rermember
that there was a tire, even since I have een in Faris, when
we used to turn down research propositions with just as futile
a finality as is the present charge that you raiss, I think
for the tire being we might well emphasize the possibilities in
some research undritakings and I see no objection to the use of
blinders for & while at lsast, I don't know that my fisure is
exactly satisfactory to ms tecause I don't want to give up sseing
the other sids, although I would be willing to give up doing much
with it for a while, T
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n The present group in New York contains such
8 large numbsr of men relatively new to the work of the
Foundation that the main and immediate p;roblem, in my
opinion, is placing before them soms of ocur reflections
and some of the concretes problems with which we are faced,
I am principally enxfous that through the next two or three
years' experience they lesun to distrust the herd and fast
rulss whose objeet is certainly in part, as you say, to
Jighten the burden of the administrator. Jhen the adminis-
trator gats out of the New York office, I find that all
these rules becoms mollified and more flexible., If it is
true - a8 is often said - that knowledue corss and wisdom
lingers, I presume that the practicel s®p to take in dealing
with Liason, Arpleget, Sboehr and the others is in aiding them
to asquire knowledge and aiding durselves to zo further in
this direction as wll, I thought for a wiile that my main
problem was to convinece Mason that work should be continued
with medical schools or research institutes in medicire. Mow
I am a little more at ease and it seems the part of cormon
ssnse to explore the pomsibilities in the way of aiding ressarch
work and to do this rather intensively before I mek® up my mind
regarding what is already samsthing between a suspicion and a
predilaetion. That aid from the A4F should b directed both
%0 medical education and to msdical research,

1 I sympathize with your difficulties regarding
sompond Whom you can be in direct and satisfactory comtact.
Your man"@oems to ve in the position of & candidate running
for the Dicky whose one obligation, a8 you may remember was
to do wiat the last man told him and whose life was therefore
gonspicuously hectie,

VGH has just blowm in from Carlsbad where, he
says, b hesa betor® groatly re juvenated by drinking 16 glasaas
of the poisonous fluid that costs nothing until it is out of
the ground; and, incidentally, eating nothing whatever for 10
days. I should feel pretty good on the train coming out of
that town, just as a matter of contrast, but even 8o, I believe
there is something in it, We all eat too much, but what are
you geing % do if your hostess takes your g,reatest virtue as
a parsmal insult....

Yours sinosrely,

AG/st



