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(GREETINGS TO HOSTS, GUESTS, FRIENDS. ETC.)

['M PLEASED TO COME BEFORE YOU TO RENEW OUR VALUED FRIENDSHIP AND
T0 SHARE MY THOUGHTS WITH YOU. 1 FEEL COMFORTABLE DOING THIS., BECAUSE
WE’VE SHARED MANY OTHER SERIOUS MOMENTS TOGETHER OVER THE PAST FEW
YEARS.

EVER SINCE THE PRESIDENT MADE ME THE COUNTRY’S SURGEON GENERAL.
["VE BEEN NO STRANGER TO CONTROVERSY, IT’S NOT BY DESIGN, I ASSURE
YOU. BUT THE PUBLIC HEALTH PROBLEMS THAT REALLY MATTER TODAY...ARE
VERY COMPLEX. AND THEY GENERATE A GREAT DEAL OF DISCUSSION...SOME OF
IT HELPFUL, SOME OF IT NOT SO HELPFUL...SOME FRIENDLY, SOME NOT SO
FRIENDLY.

THROUGHOUT THIS TIME, HOWEVER, THE SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LIFE
COMMISSION HAS BEEN A SUPPORT AND A COMFORT TO ME,



WE’VE NOT ALWAYS AGREED ON EVERY POINT OF EVERY ISSUE. BUT I'VE
ALWAYS KNOWN THAT, WHATEVER YOUR POSITION, YOU TOOK IT FOR THE SAME
REASONS T TOOK MINE:

TO SAVE LIVES...TO PRESERVE HUMAN DIGINITY...TO DEMONSTRATE
COMPASSION. .. AND TO TAKE RESPONSIBILITY IN THE MIDST OF CONFUSION.

WE HAVE, FOR EXAMPLE, CONFRONTED TOGETHER THE PROFOUND MORAL AND
ETHICAL QUESTIONS RAISED BY “BABY DOE.” AND ALL THE ANSWERS ARE NOT
IN YET BY ANY MEANS.

AND WE'VE FACED THE ISSUE OF PORNOGRAPHY IN AMERICAN LIFE AND
WE’VE DARED TO POINT OUT THE HARM THAT SUCH TRASH VISITS UPON THE
COMMUNITY AND UPON THE FAMILY,



NOW I NEED YOUR SUPPORT AND YOUR COMFORT ONCE AGAIN. WE HAVE
ANOTHER ISSUE BEFORE US AND BEFORE THE COUNTRY. AND IT IS TESTING OUR
MORAL FIBER LIKE NO OTHER.

THE NEW ISSUE WE FACE...TOGETHER...IS THE ISSUE OF AIDS. WHAT IS
IT? AND WHAT SHOULD WE DO ABOUT IT?

SO MUCH HAS BEEN WRITTEN AND SAID ABOUT AIDS THAT I WON'T TAKE
THE TIME TO GO OVER IT ALL AGAIN,

INSTEAD, LET ME EMPHASIZE JUST A FEW KEY POINTS FROM MY OWN
PERSPECTIVE AS YOUR SURGEON GENERAL.

FIRST, AIDS IS A MYSTERIOUS. CONTAGIOUS DISEASE. IT'S A VIRUS.
WE’VE SEEN IT. WE'VE NAMED IT.



WE ALSO KNOW HOW IT GETS PASSED FROM PERSON TO PERSON. IT IS
PASSED EITHER IN BLOOD OR IN SEMEN. AS A RESULT, THE DISEASE HAS BEEN
MOST PREVALENT AMONG HOMOSEXUAL AND BISEXUAL MEN AND AMONG DRUG
ABUSERS WHO BORROW INTRAVENOUS NEEDLES FROM OTHER ADDICTS WHO HAVE
AIDS,

LATELY, HOWEVER. AIDS HAS BEGUN APPEARING IN HETEROSEXUALS WHO
ARE NOT DRUG ABUSERS. APPARENTLY THEY CONTRACTED THE DISEASE THROUGH
HETEROSEXUAL RELATIONS WITH A CARRIER OF THE VIRUS. AND THAT'S A
DEVELOPMENT OF MAJOR CONCERN,

BUT HAVING SAID ALL THAT, I MUST NEVERTHELESS TELL YOU THAT
SCIENCE STILL DOESN’T KNOW THE TRUE NATURE OF THE AIDS VIRUS. AND
UNTIL WE DO, WE HAVE NO WAY OF DEVELOPING AN EFFECTIVE VACCINE AGAINST
IT.



IN ADDITION, THE DISEASE IS SPREADING. IN FACT. THE NUMBER OF
VICTIMS IS DOUBLING EVERY 13 OR 14 MONTHS.

AS OF A YEAR AGO, FOR EXAMPLE. WE HAD HAD A TOTAL OF 16,000 CASES
OF AIDS REPORTED TO PUBLIC HEALTH AUTHORITIES SINCE THE FIRST REPORTS
OF AIDS...EVER..,WERE MADE BACK IN JUNE OF 1981,

TODAY THAT OVERALL 5-YEAR TOTAL IS 30,000 CASES. OVER HALF OF
THOSE VICTIMS HAVE ALREADY DIED OF THE DISEASE.

AND THE REST APPARENTLY WILL.

BY THIS TIME NEXT YEAR WE WILL HAVE ADDED OVER 23,000 NEW CASES
OF AIDS. AND BY THE END OF 1990 MY COLLEAGUES IN THE PUBLIC HEALTH
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CONTRACTED AIDS.



SO WE MUST BE VERY CLEAR ABOUT THIS DISEASE IN AT LEAST TWO
RESPECTS: IT IS SPREADING AMONG MORE AMERICANS...AND IT IS KILLING
MORE AMERICANS AS IT SPREADS.

THE SITUATION WE HAVE TODAY IS VERY MUCH LIKE THE SITUATION IN
EUROPE SEVERAL CENTURIES AGO, WHEN SMALLPOX AND THE BUBONIC PLAGUE
DESTROYED HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS OF LIVES AND CHANGED THE COURSE OF
HISTORY. I DEEPLY HOPE AND PRAY THAT SUCH A CATASTROPHE WILL NOT
HAPPEN. 1T SHOULDN’T HAPPEN. BUT WE CAN‘T LET THAT BE DECIDED BY
DEFAULT.

COLLECTIVELY AS WELL AS INDIVIDUALLY, WE NEED TO DO THINGS THAT
HAVE TO BE DONE.

AND RIGHT AT THE TOP OF THE LIST IS NEED TO BECOME INFORMED OF
WHAT THIS THREAT REALLY IS,



THAT WAS WHAT MOTIVATED PRESIDENT REAGAN TO DIRECT ME, BACK IN
FEBRUARY 1986, TO GATHER TOGETHER EVERYTHING WE KNEW ABOUT AIDS AND
PUT IT INTO A PLAIN-ENGLISH REPORT TO THE AMERICAN PEOPLE.

DURING THE PREPARATION OF THE REPORT, I MET WITH INDIVIDUALS AND
GROUPS FROM ACROSS THE SPECTRUM OF SOCIETY...

GROUPS LIKE YOUR OWN CHRISTIAN LIFE COMMISSION...

THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES...

THE SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL OF AMERICA AND THE NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF
CATHOLIC BISHOPS...

THE NATIONAL EDUCATION ASSOCIATION AND THE NATIONAL P.T.A....

AND I TALKED WITH THE NATIONAL COALITION OF BLACK AND LESBIAN GAYS
AND THE WASHINGTON BUSINESS GROUP ON HEALTH...26 GROUPS IN ALL.



THEY WERE ALL EXTRAORDINARILY CANDID. AND EACH ONE ALSO PLEDGED
-~ AS YOU DID -- TO HELP GET MY REPORT INTO THE HANDS OF EVERY
AMERICAN.

AFTER 8 MONTHS OF LISTENING AND WRITING, 1 DELIVERED MY REPORT TO
THE CABINET AND TO THE PRESIDENT. IT WAS ACCEPTED...AND I RELEASED IT
ON OCTOBER 22, 1986.

YOU MAY RECALL THAT MY ENTIRE REPORT IS NOT VERY LONG. AND I
ONLY DEVOTED 92 WORDS TO THE TOPIC OF EDUCATION...AIDS EDUCATION IN
PARTICULAR AND SEX EDUCATION IN GENERAL. BUT THOSE 92 WORDS HAVE
CAPTURED MOST OF THE ATTENTION OF THE MEDIA, OF PARENTS. OF EDUCATORS.
AND OF PUBLIC OFFICIALS AT ALL LEVEL OF GOVERNMENT. AND I WANT TO
SPEND A MOMENT OR TWO TALKING ABOUT IT.
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THE REASON PEOPLE HAVE BECOME SO INTERESTED IN MY VIEWS ON
EDUCATION IS THAT THE ISSUE GOES TO THE HEART OF EACH PERSON'S OWN
SYSTEM OF MORAL AND ETHICAL VALUES...OR LACK THEREOF.

I BELIEVE 1 INTRODUCED THE SUBJECT IN A STRAIGHTFORWARD WAY. 1
SAID IN MY REPORT THAT...

“EDUCATION ABOUT AIDS SHOULD START IN EARLY ELEMENTARY SCHOOL AND
AND AT HOME SO THAT CHILDREN CAN GROW UP KNOWING THE BEHAVIOR TO
AVOID TO PROTECT THEMSELVES FROM EXPOSURE TO THE AIDS VIRUS. THE
THREAT OF AIDS CAN PROVIDE AN OPPORTUNITY FOR PARENTS TO INSTILL
IN THEIR CHILDREN THEIR OWN MORAL AND ETHICAL STANDARDS.”

SOME PEOPLE WERE UNDULY ALARMED BY THAT PHRASE. "EARLY ELEMENTARY
SCHOOL.” WOULD THAT INCLUDE KINDERGARTEN? I‘M AFRAID S0.
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I CONCLUDED THE REPORT WITH EXACTLY THE SAME THOUGHT. T SAID...

"EDUCATION CONCERNING AIDS MUST START AT THE LOWEST GRADE POSSIBLE
AS PART OF ANY HEALTH AND HYGIENE PROGRAM... THERE IS NOW NO
DOUBT THAT WE NEED SEX EDUCATION IN SCHOOLS AND THAT IT MUST
INCLUDE INFORMATION ON HETEROSEXUAL AND HOMOSEXUAL RELATIONSHIPS,
THE THREAT OF AIDS SHOULD BE SUFFICIENT TO PERMIT A SEX EDUCATION
CURRICULUM WITH A HEAVY EMPHASIS ON PREVENTION OF AIDS AND OTHER
SEXUALLY TRANSMITTED DISEASES.”

AND I WOULD NOT CHANGE ANY OF THE WORDS IN THAT PARAGRAPH EITHER.
SEX EDUCATION CAN AND SHOULD BE NON-THREATENING...IT CAN TEACH

GOOD VALUES...IT CAN HELP DEVELOP THE CHILD’S OWN SENSE OF PERSONAL
RESPONSIBILITY..,AND IT CAN STRENGTHEN THE CONCEPT OF “THE FAMILY.”
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THIS KIND OF SEX EDUCATION SHOULD UNFOLD ACCORDING TO THE
DEVELOPMENTAL AGE OF CHILDREN AND TO THEIR DIFFERENT LEVELS OF AWARE-
NESS AND CURIOSITY. I DON'T SEE ANY REASON TO CLING TO A RIGID
SCHEDULE BASED ON CHRONOLOGICAL AGE.

IF THE CURRICULUM IS WELL-PLANNED AND THOUGHTFULLY CARRIED OUT,
THEN IT WILL BE POSSIBLE TO BRING TO THE ATTENTION OF THE CHILDREN THE
FACTS ABOUT SEXUALLY TRANSMITTED DISEASE -- AND AIDS IN PARTICULAR --
ALONG ABOUT THE JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL YEARS...THE YEARS OF EARLY
ADOLESCENCE,

IF THIS MAKES US UNCOMFORTABLE...IF IT IS AWKWARD TO DO...IF IT
APPEARS TO CONFLICT WITH OTHER INFORMATION WE MIGHT HAVE. THOSE ARE
PROBLEMS THAT WE, AS ADULTS, HAVE TO RESOLVE IN A WAY THAT ENABLES US
TO NEVERTHELESS TELL OUR CHILDREN WHAT THEY NEED TO KNOW AND HAVE A
RIGHT TO KNOW,
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['M NOT SAYING IT’S EASY. BUT IT’S FAR FROM IMPOSSIBLE.

FOR EXAMPLE. IN MY REPORT YOU WILL FIND TWO STRAIGHTFORWARD
PRECAUTIONS. THE EIRST ONE IS SIMPLE ENOUGH. IT ADVISES YOU TO...

FIND SOMEONE WHO IS WORTHY OF YOUR RESPECT AND YOUR LOVE...GIVE
THAT PERSON BOTH...AND STAY FAITHFUL TO HIM OR HER.

IN OTHER WORDS, SHORT OF TOTAL ABSTINENCE, THE BEST DEFENSE
AGAINST AIDS IS TO MAINTAIN A FAITHFUL. MONOGAMOUS RELATIONSHIP IN
WHICH YOU HAVE ONLY ONE CONTINUING SEXUAL PARTNER...AND THAT PERSON IS

AS FAITHFUL AS YOU ARE.




MY SECOND MESSAGE IS FOR PEOPLE WHO DON'T YET HAVE A FAITHFUL,
MONOGAMOUS RELATIONSHIP FOR WHATEVER REASON. SO THIS SECOND MESSAGE
IS...

PROCEED WITH EXTREME CAUTION: IT'S IMPORTANT THAT YOU KNOW WITH

ABSOLUTE CERTAINTY THAT NEITHER YOU NOR YOUR PARTNER IS CARRYING
THE AIDS VIRUS. IF YOU'RE NOT ABSOLUTELY CERTAIN, THEN YOU MUST
TAKE PRECAUTIONS., AND THE BEST ONE AVAILABLE -- THOUGH FAR FROM
PERFECT -- IS TO USE A CONDOM FROM START TO FINISH.

FROM MY VIEWPOINT, AS A PUBLIC HEALTH OFFICER, I TELL PEOPLE THAT
WHEN THEY HAVE SEX WITH SOMEONE, THEY'RE ALSO HAVING SEX WITH EVERYONE
ELSE WITH WHOM THAT PERSON HAS EVER HAD SEX.
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THIS KIND OF INFORMATION IS CLEAR ENOUGH AND STRAIGHTFORWARD
ENOUGH TO TELL CHILDREN. THERE’S NOTHING TERRIBLY ESOTERIC ABOUT
IT. AND I DON'T BELIEVE IT IS UNNECESSARILY FRIGHTENING. YET. MANY
ADULTS -- PARENTS AND TEACHERS ALIKE -- ARE HAVING TROUBLE COMING TO
TERMS WITH IT,

THE MORE I'VE THOUGHT ABOUT THIS PHENOMENON, THE MORE I‘'VE COME
T0 BELIEVE THAT THE DIFFICULTY IS NOT IN THE FACTS THEMSELVES CONCERN-
ING SEXUALITY, HUMAN REPRODUCTION, AND AIDS. RATHER, THE DIFFICULTY
IS IN THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THOSE FACTS RELATIVE TO THE TOTALITY OF A
SENSITIVE AND AFFIRMATIVE HUMAN RELATIONSHIP.

SUCH A RELATIONSHIP WILL INCLUDE SOME FULFILLING SEXUAL ACTIVITY,
BUT IT IS NOT DEFINED ONLY BY THAT ACTIVITY., THERE'S MUCH MORE TO A
LOVING, CARING. RESPECTFUL, AND TOLERANT HUMAN RELATIONSHIP THAN JUST
“600D SEX.”
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A RELATIONSHIP DEVOID OF LOVE AND RESPONSIBILITY IS LIKE A PIECE
OF PIE THAT'S ALL CRUST AND NO FILLING. AND YOUNG PEOPLE QUGHT TO BE
ADVISED OF THAT.

NOVELISTS CALL IT “TRUE LOVE.” SOCIOLOGISTS CALL IT "MARITAL
FIDELITY.” THE SURGEON GENERAL CALLS IT “MONOGAMY.”

BUT WHATEVER YOU CALL IT, WE ALL WANT THAT WELL-ROUNDED,
BALANCED, LOVING, AND FULLY CONSIDERATE RELATIONSHIP...A RELATIONSHIP
THAT’'S ENRICHED BY SEX, NOT OVERWHELMED BY IT OR DEVOID OF IT EITHER.

SUCH A RELATIONSHIP IS AN IDEAL...BUT “REAL LIFE” ISN'T ALWAYS
LIKE THAT. IT'S IMPERFECT...IT’S GIVE-AND-TAKE.

MOST GROWN-UPS KNOW AND COME TO ACCEPT HUMAN IMPERFECTION. BUT
CHILDREN DON'T...AND WON'T.
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WITHOUT A COMPASSIONATE UNDERSTANDING OF THE IMPERFECT NATURE OF
MANY HUMAN RELATIONSHIPS, A CHILD’S EDUCATION WILL BE...ITSELF...VERY
IMPERFECT.

SO IF PARENTS ARE TO EDUCATE THEIR CHILDREN ABOUT HUMAN RELATION-
SHIPS -- SEXUAL AND OTHERWISE -- THEY MUST FIRST UNDERSTAND AND ACCEPT
THE NATURE OF THEIR QWN. FOR MANY. THAT'S HARD TO DO,

PARENTS -- AND ADULTS IN GENERAL -- ARE NOT VERY GOOD ABOUT
TALKING TO EACH OTHER ABOUT THEIR SEXUALITY. THEY FEEL FRUSTRATED,
GUILTY, AND EVEN ANGRY BECAUSE THEY ARE UNABLE TO DO THE THING THAT
THEY KNOW -- INTELLECTUALLY AND EMOTIONALLY -- THEY SHOULD DO.

BUT THEY JUST CAN'T.
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AND THOSE FEELINGS OF FRUSTRATION AND GUILT MAKE IT ALL THE MORE
DIFFICULT FOR THEM TO TELL THEIR CHILDREN ABOUT THE FULL-DIMENSIONAL
NATURE OF AN IDEAL HUMAN RELATIONSHIP,

NEVERTHELESSS, I WANT PARENTS TO TRY., 1 WANT PARENTS TO DO THIS
WITH COMPASSION. . WITH RESPECT AND WITH LOVE...AND WITH SOME UNDER-
STANDING NOT JUST OF THE CHILD WHO'S LISTENING...BUT ALSO OF THE ADULT
WHO IS SPEAKING.

STILL, IT REMAINS AS MY SINCEREST WISH THAT THE PARENTS OF THIS
COUNTRY WILL BE THE PRIMARY TEACHERS OF SEX AND HUMAN RELATIONS TO THE
CHILDREN OF THIS COUNTRY,
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I SAY THAT, KNOWING FULL WELL THAT MANY PARENTS SIMPLY CAN'T DO
IT. BUT THE TASK SHOULD NOT THEREFORE BE LEFT, BY DEFAULT, TO THE
MOVIES...TO TELEVISION...OR TO THE STREET-CORNER. WE CAN'T DO THAT,
AND STILL PROTECT THE MILLIONS OF YOUNG LIVES THAT ARE AT RISK OF
AIDS.

JUST AS A KIND OF FOOT-NOTE, LET ME SHARE WITH YOU JUST WHAT
CHILDREN DO LEARN FROM THE MEDIA.

SOME RESEARCH WAS RECENTLY DONE BY MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY TO
SEE WHAT KINDS OF SEXUAL EXPERIENCES CHILDREN WERE EXPOSED TO THROUGH
MOVIES AND TELEVISION. THE RESEARCHERS FOUND, FOR EXAMPLE., THAT A
LARGE NUMBER OF 9tu- AND 10TH-GRADE GIRLS WATCH BETWEEN 1 AND 2 HOURS
OF SOAP OPERAS EVERY DAY AFTER SCHOOL.



19

AND WHAT ARE THEY SEEING? THE RESEARCHERS REPORT THAT, AMONG
OTHER THINGS, SEXUAL INTERCOURSE BETWEEN UNMARRIED PARTNERS IS SHOWN
OR DISCUSSED ON MID-DAY SOAP OPERAS ON AN AVERAGE OF 1.56 TIMES AN
HOUR.

IN THE EVENING, A LARGER NUMBER OF 9t- AND 10TH-GRADE GIRLS AND
BOYS WATCH 3 TO 4 HOURS OF TELEVISION, ON THOSE PRIME-TIME EVENING
SHOWS, ACTS OF UNMARRIED INTERCOURSE ARE SHOWN OR DISCUSSED ON AN
AVERAGE OF ONCE AN HOUR.

THE SAME RESEARCHERS ALSO FOUND THAT OVER 60 TO 70 PERCENT OF
THOSE 97H- AND 10TH-GRADERS SAW THE TOP 5 "R”-RATED FILMS., IN WHICH
SEXUAL INTERCOURSE BETWEEN UNMARRIED PARTNERS OCCURRED ON THE AVERAGE
OF 8 TIMES PER FILM, IN THE WORST FILMS. IT OCCURRED 15 TIMES.
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THIS KIND OF RESEARCH ILLUSTRATES THE FACT THAT AMERICA’S
CHILDREN DON'T LIVE IN A VACUUM, AND, THEREFORE, WE ALL MUST WORK
TOGETHER TO HELP OUR CHILDREN GROW UP AND COPE WITH THE REAL WORLD OF
PLEASURE AND DANGER.

AND FOR ME, THAT'S THE COMPELLING REASON WHY OUR SCHOOLS,
CHURCHES, SYNAGOGUES. AND OTHER COMMUNITY INSTITUTIONS MUST DO
WHATEVER POSSIBLE TO PROVIDE OUR CHILDREN WITH THE BEST AVAILABLE
INFORMATION. .. PHYSICAL, SEXUAL., EMOTIONAL. AND PSYCHOLOGICAL...TO HELP
THEM NEGOTIATE THEIR OWN WAY THROUGH THE HUMAN CONDITION,

I THINK -- IN TODAY'S WORLD, WHICH IS RUN BY A DISAPPOINTING
GENERATION OF ADULTS -- CHILDREN HAVE A RIGHT TO ALL THE HELP THEY CAN
GET.
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I’VE BEEN TALKING SO FAR ABOUT SOME ISSUES IN THE CONTEXT OF OUR
FIGHT AGAINST AIDS. BUT I BELIEVE THAT MUCH OF WHAT NEEDS TO BE DONE
BECAUSE OF AIDS...ALSO NEEDS TO BE DONE BECAUSE OF OTHER DIFFICULT
PROBLEMS AS WELL.,

FOR EXAMPLE, I MENTIONED EARLIER IN MY REMARKS THE FACT THAT WE
-- YOU AND I -- HAVE STOOD TOGETHER IN OPPOSITION TO THE SPREAD OF
PORNOGRAPHY IN OUR SOCIETY.

I WOULD HAVE TO SAY THAT NOTHING IS A MORE POWERFUL WEAPON
AGAINST THIS DISGUSTING MATERTAL THAN THE HONEST TRUTH ABOUT HUMAN
SEXUALITY,

THAT'S NOT THE ONLY ANSWER, OF COURSE. AND I WON'T LET
PORNOGRAPHERS OFF THE HOOK AS EASILY AS THAT,
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BUT I BELIEVE THAT A CHILD WHO IS GIVEN THE FACTS ABOUT HIS OR
HER OWN SEXUALITY -- IN A MATTER-OF-FACT YET CARING MANNER -- IS A
CHILD WHO WILL FEEL MORE SECURE AS AN EVOLVING ADULT AND WILL HAVE
ONLY CONTEMPT FOR PORNOGRAPHY,

SIMILARLY, I THINK OF THOSE MILLION OR SO TEEN-AGE GIRLS WHO HAVE
UNWANTED PREGNANCIES EACH YEAR,

AND I THINK ABOUT THE 400,000 OF THEM WHO RESORT TO ABORTION AND
WHO PLUNGE THEMSELVES AND THEIR FAMILIES INTO SUCH AN ABYSS OF
PERSONAL TRAGEDY.

AND I WONDER HOW MANY OF THEM MIGHT HAVE ESCAPED THAT FATE. IF
THEIR PARENTS OR TEACHERS OR CLERGY HAD TOLD THEM ABOUT THEIR OWN
SEXUALITY...HOW IMPORTANT IT WAS TO UNDERSTAND IT AND MAKE IT A PART
OF THEIR LIVES, AND NOT ALLOW SEXUALITY TO TAKE OVER THEIR LIVES.
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YES, IT IS TRUE, THAT WE HAVE AHEAD OF US AN ENORMOUS CHALLENGE
IN THE FORM OF THE SPREADING AND DEADLY DISEASE OF AIDS.

AND IT IS ALSO TRUE THAT THE SINGLE WEAPON WE NOW HAVE AVAILABLE
TO US IN THE FIGHT AGAINST AIDS IS EDUCATION...EDUCATION...AND MORE
EDUCATION..,ESPECIALLY OF OUR YOUNG PEOPLE, WHO ARE SO VULNERABLE.

BUT WE SHOULD BE PROVIDING THIS INFORMATION NOT ONLY BECAUSE OF
THE THREAT OF AIDS. WE SHOULD BE PROVIDING IT BECAUSE KNOWLEDGE OF
HUMAN SEXUALITY IS A CHILD'S BEST DEFENSE AGAINST MANY OF THE MOST
HATEFUL AND EXPLOITIVE PHENOMENA OF MODERN SOCIETY -- AND THERE ARE A
GREAT MANY., I'M SORRY TO SAY,

THIS, THEN, IS THE MESSAGE I'VE BEEN RELAYING TO THE AMERICAN
PEOPLE SINCE OCTOBER 22. REDUCED TO ITS ESSENTIALS. THE MESSAGE HAS
THREE PARTS:
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FIRST, IF YOU DON‘T KNOW WHAT YOU'RE DOING...DON‘T DO IT.

ABSTAIN. THIS IS THE CORE OF MY MESSAGE TO YOUNG PEOPLE., WHO ARE
STILL IN THE PROCESS OF LEARNING ABOUT THEIR OWN SEXUALITY AND WHO
ARE NOT YET READY TO ASSUSME ALL THE RESPONSIBILITY THAT COMES
WITH A TOTAL HUMAN RELATIONSHIP,

SECOND, IF YOU’RE AN ADULT AND ABSTINENCE IS NOT AN ACCEPTABLE
ALTERNATIVE, YOUR BEST POSSIBLE DEFENSE AGAINST AIDS -- AND
AGAINST A GREAT DEAL MORE IN THIS WORLD -- IS A FAITHFUL,
MONOGAMOUS RELATIONSHIP. AS LEE TACOCCA MIGHT SAY, “IF YOU’VE GOT
ONE...KEEP IT. IF YOU DON'T HAVE ONE...FIND IT.”

AND THIRD., IF YOU'RE AN ADULT WHO UNDERSTANDS YOUR OWN SEXUALITY
BUT YOU JUST HAVEN’T FOUND THAT MAGICAL MONOGAMOUS PARTNER YET,
THEN PLEASE BE CAREFUL AND, AMONG OTHER THINGS. USE A CONDOM FROM
START TO FINISH.



25

LET ME AGAIN EMPHASIZE THAT WE'RE TALKING ABOUT A DISEASE THAT
NOW THREATENS EVERYBODY...EVERYWHERE,

IT IS NO LONGER PRIMARILY A DISEASE ATTACKING THE HOMOSEXUAL
COMMUNITIES OF SAN FRANCISCO, LOS ANGELES, AND NEW YORK CITY. 1IT IS
NOW APPEARING IN ALL 50 STATES AND AMONG HETEROSEXUALS.

AND THAT MEANS THE REST OF US.

I'VE DELIVERED THIS MESSAGE -- AND VARIATIONS OF IT -- MANY TIMES
IN THE PAST FEW MONTHS. BUT IT DOESN'T GET ANY EASIER,

IT'S ESSENTIALLY A GRIM MESSAGE AND I GUESS I1’M SOMETHING OF A
GRIM COURIER.
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MY ONLY HOPE IS THAT EVERY AMERICAN WHO HEARS OR READS MY
MESSAGE, WILL BELIEVE IT AND DO HIS OR HER PART TO STOP THE SPREAD OF
AIDS...TO PROTECT AND SAVE THE LIVES OF PEOPLE AT RISK, INCLUDING AND
ESPECIALLY OUR YOUNG PEOPLE...AND THAT THEY WILL HELP RETURN SEXUALITY
BACK TO ITS RIGHTFUL PLACE IN THE SPECTRUM OF HUMAN EXPERIENCE...HAVE
IT AGAIN BE A PART OF THE TOTAL COMPLEX OF HUMAN, CARING., INTER-
PERSONAL RELATIONS.

NOW, A FINAL WORD.

YOU, AS CHRISTIANS, WILL CONTINUE TO BE TESTED BY TREMENDOUS
QUESTIONS THAT ARISE FROM THE TURMOIL OF CURRENT EVENTS. THESE
QUESTIONS MAKE YOU EXAMINE AND RE-EXAMINE WHO YOU ARE AND WHAT YOU
STAND FOR.,
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THIS IS NOT AN AGE FOR THE FAINT OF HEART...OR OF SOUL.

ONE OF THOSE QUESTIONS INVOLVES HOMOSEXUALITY. YOU CAN'T AVOID
IT, IF YOU'RE GOING TO DISCUSS AIDS.

IF YOU REGARD HOMOSEXUAL BEHAVIOR AS SIN, PLEASE REMEMBER THAT
ONE OF THE FUNDAMENTAL TEACHINGS OF CHRISTIANITY HAS BEEN TO “SEPARATE

THE SIN FROM THE SINNER.”

YOU MAY HATE THE SIN...BUT YOU MUST LOVE THE SINNER.

AND LET ME REPEAT AGAIN THE CRUX OF OUR BATTLE...IT IS A BATTLE
AGAINST A DISEASE. NOT AGAINST PEOPLE.
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THIS IS ESPECIALLY TRUE WHEN WE CONSIDER THE INNOCENT VICTIMS OF
THIS DISEASE:

THE WIVES OF BISEXUAL MEN...

THEY ARE THE SPOUSES OF I.V. DRUG USERS...

THEY'RE THE WIVES AND HUSBANDS OF PROMISCUOUS SPOUSES,

AND 1’M AFRAID WE MUST ALSO COUNT THE BABIES BORN TO I.V. DRUG USERS
OR OTHERWISE INFECTED MOTHERS. THEY ARE BEING ABANDONED AND ARE DYING
ALONE IN HOSPITAL NURSERIES.

THEY ARE THE MOST INNOCENT VICTIMS OF ALL.
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WHEN AIDS INTRUDES UPON YOUR OWN LIVES, PLEASE REMEMBER THAT THE
SICK AND THE DYING REQUIRE OUR CARE AND OUR COMPASSION., NO MATTER HOW
THE TLLNESS WAS CONTRACTED.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR UNDERSTANDING AND SUPPORT IN THE YEARS AHEAD,
AS IN THE YEARS PAST...AND GOD BLESS EACH ONE OF YOU.

THANK YOU,

###HA



