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Koop said Americans rece| ¢ the
best health care in the world but
that-costs will never drop unless the
systém turns to preventive health
care instead of the trend of
“continual repair” to the body.
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Surgeon General Practices Preventive Medicine in Tulsa
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“'Smoking will kill 830,000
Americans next year,” he said. But
he supports the government's to-

price supports. :

“It's not ironic" for
ment to warn people
and legislate price Supports. Price
Supports don’t make le, wheth-
er Iyuung or old, smoE:.oP

[ the price supports were

. then the price of tobacco

would go down. If tobacco prices go
down, then the farmer must Erow
more tobacco te maintain his in.
come. Many more cigarettes would
be available at a much lower price,
he explained.
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“We know the cause but we don't
know the mechanism of the produc.
tion of a cell to a cancer cell,” he
said when
new evidence that
cancer,

Another controllable cause of
death in the United States is alco-
hol. Half of all "I:’ghway accldents
are aicohol-related, he said. States
that have raised the drinking age
from 18 to 21 have found a 1 f)er-
cent drop in teen-age mortalit A
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Wgen Koop assumed the post of
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Services, that hletwwld uo.t mim?
new job as a ulpit to speak agains
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He does call himself the “most
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outspoken physician in American

on intanticide™ and denounced eu-
thanasia techniques used recently
to allow a severel&handicapped in-
fant to starve to death. Because of
this and other incidents, the govern-
ment has now adopted a ‘poliey to
without federal funding rom the
hospital where the practice is per-
ormed.

“If we are willing to let a child
starve to death because his quality
of life isn’t up to ours — how soon
will we let that work for the elder-
1y?" he asked. .

He does believe in death with dig-
nity, saying he has always practiced
medicine Lo give them the best
available care but not to prolong
the act of dying.
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speech, “Cancer in Childhood — A
atasu-oﬁhe in the Family." Any-
thin;l a physician can do to help the
family and the patient through such
a trauma is beneficial to the entire
medical profession, he said, .
The physician must lessen the
rcin and guilt of the child's death
elt by the family and to belp them

“close the circle” of that experi-
ence.
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Koop was in Tulsa to speak
joint session of the American
ciation of Colleges of Osteopathic
Medicine, the National Association
of Advisors for the Health Profess-
ions, and the Central Association of
Advisors for the Health Profess-
ions. The theme of the conference is
“Beyond Competence: The Com-
plete Physician.”



