Pebruiry 12, 1958

br. J. Walier Ailson
Dapartment of Biology
Brown Univergity

Providenoe 12, Rhods Island

Dear Walter:

As 2 matter of fact I think I can suggest somwone who would bs a
first olams ozndidats as a biological bacteriologist. He happons %o be
my brother, Dr, Seymour ledarberg, and in the ordinary sourse of affairs
I would slmply refer you to luris and Stanler for detailed information
oa asgount of ocur fraternal reletionship. There 1s a question of time
howsver as he is considering soms alternative poasibilities right now sc
I w1l enlarge a bit, Ha does plaa to Stake a trip east st the ond of
this month to look over mnother poasibllity, so if you did want to hava
a ohanion to confer with him, you might find it edvantagewous to contaot
him direstily,

At tha prosent time he i3 2 “viaiting assistant prefessor of
bacteriology® at the Universiiy of Jalifurals at Barkeley. This 1s a
strictly temporary posiilon which wes created tc raliave 8tanier of his
teaching dutlazs for a pericd of time while he rmas va a ressarch fellow-
ship in situ. Ueymour tock his Fh.D. in bactericlogy with Luria and hsas
alwmays had 2 sirong biocheaical orientation. He theu spent two years on
a poat-doctoral fellowship with Dan Mazis in the Zoology Departsent at -
Berkeley. He has been working on the interchange between RNA and DNA in
Tetrahymensa.

I won't go so fer =s to offer what would Anevitably be o biapad
assesasent of his qualifications., I know that he enjoys teaching ap
well as research and he has often expressed an interest in pursuing hie
career in the coantext of gensral biclogy rather than bactericlogy.

Yours sincerely,

v el oaegyIm

Joshua lLederberg
Professor of Medical Gesstics

Jl/ew .
P. 5. I am sure you wuld have the discretion not to bring sy name
into any conversations you may have with Seymour.



