February 5, 1956

Pr. P. D, Skaar
Bieo Leb
Crld Spring Hatber, L.I., N.Y,

Dear Dave:

It wae theughtful ~f yeu to gend the ms., and I was glad to go over
1t. The simplest wey tc¢ add my crmments wes i€ merk the carhen copy in
ink. T spotted o fow cases of language thet an enterprising student
coculd succeed in misinterpreting, and an equally amall number of miner
verbosities, all indicated, Frankly, I den't care for the "bipartite”
phreseclegy, a5 i1t reminds we too seon of Tracy's shepwern idess en
keppe, & long time age, and it might evcke similar comnnctations in
others. Why net twe-}rcus, cr binary, or duvzl, or intersctions,..?

As t0 the oredit line, the suthcrship is, ©f coursge,sll yours. However,
I think it would be apprepriete t© indicats where tke work wes done in the
follewing wayss In the address to gdd from "Department of Genetlcs, University
of Wisconain, Madison, Wisconsin® end footnote this to read
1. Paper Nuzber frem the Departuent of Geneties, The wCrk at Mzdison
(1951-1953) wes suppertad by grents frem ths Natiomsl Jencer Tastitute,
(6-2157), Publiz Heslth Servics, zad £ror the Reseerch Comnittee, Graduate
Scheel, Ualvebsity of Yisconain with funde zllotted by ihe Wisconsin
Alumni Resesreh Foundation,

Also, can you arrange for us t© have about 100 of the reprints when they
come back? We will gladly arrange t© pay pro-rata for them.

If you can spare & copy of the finel ms., I'd appreciate seelng it.

Esther's reply to© your inquiry about Mal-Lps; must have crcssed your
letter in the mails, We're a little behind our werk, what with being trans-
planted in Bact. Bldg— we shculd be moving back t© a remodelled lab in
Geneties in a couple of weeks. I'm & little afraid you'll be running down
the garden path with the Mal mutants, since 8¢ many 10ci are involved, but
as Esther said you're welcome t0 try your band at it as far as she's cOncerned,
Wouldn't §8—S% be a cleaner system? Ur the Vy4~Tr™ (which stands on about
the same ground as Mal _Lpp?

After a 1ot of fuss and feathers, it finally is clear t© us that Hfr——1
(Cevalli) and - 2{Hayes) are quite different in segregetion behavior. What
fooled us s© long, Or rather got in the way, was that our ©ld stocks (inell,
e.g., your K-18) are mostly F+ reversions (sic), but we have that cleaned up
nw, Alan Richter since picked up tw® mOre Hfr's, and I'm well °n in a hunt
for more, from UV'd W6, using a replica teshniquw, WQuite a number of divers
Hfrs have turned up, with all kinds of segregation reti®s-- now cCues the
work of analysing them, Have you got a clean Hfr-2%7 (i,e., like the ©ne
used by Jacob?) I can now provide this elther as Bl-, prototroph, or M-S¥



if youlre a¥ all interested. You als® ssid gOmething about a well-marked

F- gtrain that was V15, Will a Vlr do? If s0, I can send z TLTh -Lac-Mal-
Are-Xyl-Gal,~ S8 or ST as you prefer. Are you and/or Alan going on with

the tracer studlies? I'm especially sorry you didn®t get on to F+ x F=- croases,

Which reminds me, I g0t a note from Jactb this week,, they are evidently
on much the same treil of the various Hfrs, thoOugzh we don't agreeoen every detuil,
naturally., Now he thinks that all crossing (of F+) is due to 7ifr mutsnts, which
seems a little extreme t© me, and in felrly direct cotntradiciion t6 a ctuple of
items of fact we're stili gewkring on. He has & fluctuation <est (fertiliiy of
a series of F+ cultures), but 1f there ever were & case for Finshelwroods (enviren
mentel)Chjection this is it, since we knOw what aeraticon d%es ¢ compatibi}ity
phenctyped/ (I had about ghe same dispersitn in a 1946 experinont, but would
put that doyn t© environmentak variebility toe), I supptse me could test the
heeitability ef the fluctuations, but it is a iricky situatien, since almpst
certainly gome of the variable fertility of F+ cultur=-s w.ill be due to Hir
matants,

1 am »n Kichter's teil to finlsh up these F experiments, s~ we can due justice
te your literayy ambitiens in that _direction., Nething et s}l has come ~ub

nf mrre chemstatic experiments: there 1s & marser-selection sxperiment in the
werks te see how well F+ and f- ineculs crupete with e an~thet, and that

sh™uld end it. We've been busy as badgers, but I'li try i~ keep in mind the
backlez nf Skaarian cerrresprndence, Dra't let that deter yru frrm keeping in
truch with us. . . .

The impresgirns fleat ~ut here thet ymu're mugh better setiled now at CSH,
even t¢ the pfint of your deferring sme job npprrtunities., I hope this is brib
accurate and cmeenial for y~us i1f nnt, let me xnrw xifll and I'11l discreeiiy
scrteh the idea.

Sincersly,



