December 30, 1957

Dr, Jaek Sechulte

The Institute for Cancer Ressareh
7701 Burholme Avenue

Fox Chase

Fhiiladelphia 11, Pa,

Dear Jeak:

I was Just dslirhted to reseive your letter of the 25th and the
sccompanying manuscript, 1 have been bewalling the deficiencies of my
superficial attempt along esimilar lines for the sympesium a couple of
years age and wes wondering when scmeone, 4if not myself, cught not te
take up the burden of & more explicit statement of what "The Genetics
of Cancer" really mesans, I was pleased to see such a good jeb as is
represented in your paper, Of course thers are going toc be some points
of emphasis that we might handle differently but hardly worth writing
about, I certainly agree that transduction is & much less promising
mode of approach Lo genetic analysis of somatic cells than trensplanta-
tion er other more nearly cenyentional processes, Many people have been
trying to put worde in my mouth with respeet to the role of viruses es
transducing agents in relation to cancer and 211 I sen say of course is
that this represents just one conceivable aspect of the pgenetic functions
of viruses,

1)

As a matter of fmot 1 have started to soribble a few lines for a
paper of somevhat similar intent but I doubt now whvther I could add
very much to your presentation at the present
be possible to meke a somewhat more detailed s
that the development of a tumor being certainly an evolution 6. & vo..
1ine that every genetic process that ean conceivably participate in
svolutionary change can likewise pley a role in the initistion and pro-
gression of cancers, In e more detailed asccount one might alsc take
time to illustrate hov a pgenetic analysis can in principle cops with
such rhenomena as carcinogenesis, co~carcinogenesis, pregression, and

so forth, But there is certainly no urgency about such a review at the
present time and between you and Hauschim the job has just about been
done, Perhaps hetter now to go back to the laborstory and do all the
wonderful things that ve see as prospects of the horizon,

Flease do send me a printed copy or two of your discussion when it
is ready, I hope to be in Fhiladelphia in mid-Mareh for some lectures
at Haverford College and hope the occasion will glve ue & chance to see
you at that time, Until then, with best regards,

Yours sincerely,

e cl, Joshua Lederberg
JL/ ew Frofessor of Medical Genetics



