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Bear Dr. Cohan-Baaira: - o

7 Within the past few days I have a:l,jcyad a visit from Jacques Monod,
and we have discussed in some detail the work that you have done with tha
constitutive mutants of B, coli. In particular we have agreed that cex'tain

‘ a.apecta of this work nig'ﬁt rofit from a collaborative exanina.tien.

i .One feature of the report that yeou have published in the Annalesof

-the Pasteur Institute bas been exiremely puzsling to us, namely the recoabi.n-
‘ation type that you describe az bPaing Laoc~ constitutive., VUe have not curselves
encountered such & type in the course of crossing or mutatiem studies, It

. 4s, of course, entirsly posaible that this is a matter of ths limited oumbers

that have been examired, It would, however, be considerabls reassurance o
us if we could examine by our own techniques the culiure such as you have
deacribed in your papsr. Would it bs possible for you to send to us for
this examination two such cultures, as follows: 1) ths recombinant des-
-cribed as having been obtained by crossing Lace by constitutive in E. cold
" X=12, and the simflar ¢ype that you describes as having issued from 3
.mmtation experiment, I am sending duplicates of this letter to Paris and

_ to Berkeley in hopes Sf one of then reach.'!.ng a proper dsatin.ation for tha

mlﬁllment ot this requast.

St Jacquea, if this latter nacb.ea you, no further ccnment wau.ld be
" . " ‘necessary. We had dona a few additlcnal experiments by way of isolating
- lactose-pegative matants from ocur constitutive stock, but nons of these
...~ have proved to bs ihe Lac- constitutive combinationm.
C I would ba g-ra'beml for a reprint of the paper referred to (:hic.h

- we do not seen to have recaivad & copy before, thm:gh I would mt insist

: upoh this, )

'Iours #ginceraly,

Josma Lederberg
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