Depaftment of Genetics
University of Wisconsin
Madizon 6, Wisconsin

February 23, 1953

Dear Luca:

I hope that sending this note so soon after my letter of the
21st does not confuse you.

Hayes now writes "The strain I have seems to have reverted
“completely to NFr/F+ and I aim aimdouns to¥%agk thessffect Gf 8¥.on
the fertility of HWfr,..", I a@kgud%iﬁg this to you fﬁ reinforce‘my
suggestion that Hfr be reserv§6 for the time being. If we are to
accept the oblication to segll onr immediate werking mﬁtérlals Ao
anyone who asks we might as weld abandon our own experimentalsmork,

and settle in the position o£ﬁ§§ve10pers of stocks fpr othefs

I will be willing to, tak;*the responslbllaty of ansﬁéring Hayes".
request in ths negative, but ff§St wished to consult you about it
more fully, L . N

Have I meqtioneﬁ that Sigadr has dlscovered that pa351ng Xk 58-161
through motility selection #War results in F-! I have not yet checked
on this myself, but:am doing sg-(Skaar is my colleague. working on
coli 1mmunogenetics)¢ He also¥ that the P+ derived from these
F- by transduction ibre;lessméile. It is not unimaginable that F+ as
a surface property affects thé structure or functioning of the flagella.

The procedure did:npt work in a, few trlals w1th W-1177F+, but has not yet'*f
been tried widelg., © E T

$incerely,

Joshua Lederberg
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