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:Dr. ¥, Demerec ™ = .

Bioclogical Laboratary

« - Cold Spring Harbar™ .
‘Long Island, New York

DearDr-Demel‘ec‘ a ' SRR k {

7 After a:long telerhons conversstion with Lindegren, ITave agresd |
o make a few minor changes in my discussion of his paper. I'am emclosing ™ . .
the revised discussion and am sending a copy of it to Lirdegren.,- .~ . .

BRI

71 want to make very clear to you that I b ject strongly amd
seriously to the efforts Limiegren has made and continues to make to .
- squelch all eriticism of his ‘work,  He'tried to argue me out of publishing
- ¢ My eriticism by maintaining that my main point has been experimentally 2
_ s -answered,- ,.,The"fezperinental, answers” he ‘speaks of are not in his “paper, .
¢ : and he: finally admitted this, but then said they are-in another paper not

© . uyebt published, Nevertheless, he wished me to delete my criticisms be-
;i cause of these "amswers" which I'tave not yet seen. Frankly, I have no
l":_‘;é-jcorifidence in his jJudgment as to what constitutes: valid evidence and I am .

© . unwilling to delete my criticism unless I see the evidence myself, You

.., M11 recall that he, and apparently Splegelman, mointained his present re- -
- ylsed manuscript answered my criticisms which they prevailed upon you to *. .- .
--delete, - When I' saw the paper = which Lirdegren nsver sent me though - Faay ,
i3plegelman said he would =- I found their claims wers ‘totally unsupported, ..
‘don't lile the smelliof the whols busimess, @ -, . . . ®. ..

% ¢~ In'my conversation with Linlegren just now, I imde him promise ‘
to 'make ¢lear the source and nature of the €vidence he cites in answer
sy to my critieism, particularly to state that the evidence 18 not in the .~
.. paper I eriticized or in any that.has’ yet appeared in print. I am de~
- pending on'you to check ani see that he fulfills that promiss, Other-
©.wise, 1t would be only fair to let me have a chance to reply to his EEN N
‘answer which;if it follows the line he told me over the phone, is, in = 77

. my opinion, ridiculous and,ka;_vi‘olat_ion of elementary scientifiz principles, -

e ‘~ I.realize that the volume must -go to press quickly and that

- this bickering is holding it up. On the other hand, the issues imvolved
are furdamental for the mair{teijxance of honesty and dreedom in acientific
pblication. I am sure you do not want the C. S. H. Symposia to run ths
‘risk of being imvolved in that basic issue. Lindegren's methods of at- ..~

"~ .temptirg to suppress free triticism are, in my opinion, as reprehensible ;

&

7




II

Manuscripts Department, Lilly Library
Indiana University, Bloomington, Indiana

Sonneborn mss.

|

401L8 Materiliad
permission

is covered by copyright and may not be

- quoted or reproduced without

of copyright holder,

S04 [CALCITIICE U VildYye

Page #2 Janmm vy 22, 1947
Dr. Demeres

as Fascist to Communistic censorship, and I only hope that the others who
criticized Lindegren's paper at Cold Spring Harbor have not had their
criticisms suppressed, I say this to you because I know you would not
wart to be involved in such suppression, and I certalnly do not wish you
to be, '

Believe re, I would not write to you in this way if I did not
think the matier were extremely importart,

With very best personal regards,

Cordially ymirs
T. M. Sommeborn

TMSset
Erc.



