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Fobruary 23, 1942

Dr. i. Beneres
Blological Laboratory
Long Islend Biclogical Association
Cold Spriug Harbor, Long Island, Now York

Dear Dr, Densrse:

i was gonuinsly astonished by your invitation to participate in the
Symposium cn "Hormones in Development" for 1 certainly can lay no clain
to being a worker in this Meld, Esfore deciding whether to accept your
offer it is therefore necessary for me to have a cloarer idea of what

you would like to have me discuss. On the one hand Thinann is listed to
talk about Uicroorganisns, Fill this inelute tha Protozoa? Will it ine
Olude the work of Moewus on Chlamydomonas "sen«stuffs"? Ou the other
hand, Ephrugsi is down for the Invertebrates. Since a distinction {3 made
between Invertebrates and Lower Invertebreaton, 1 oresume Ephrussi proposes
to discuss the Insects. Will he also toke over the Crustacea and the recent
work of Tyler and of Hartmann and collaborators on the fertilization "gamones*
in Echincderts and Annelida?

if Thinann and Onirvussi do include the mittere I hava mentioned, as it
would seen proper for them to do, then what is left for me consists nanely
of throe subjects: (1) the affects of Vortebrate hormones on lower Inverte-
brates; (2) the existence in lower Invertebrates of substances which act
on Vertebrates like Vertodrate horanes; and (3) soma observations suggest-
ing normal hormone adtion, «+ especially sex heraones ~ within some of the
lower Invertebrates. On none of these matters am I well informed and they
have recently been reviewed fully in book form by Hanstrom (1939); I
thorefore wonier vhether 1% world be worth while to present a paver on them
at qll, and particularly by one who is so little acquainted with them as
I ams

The oily phase of the subject allotted to me that I feel I alrsady
know pretty well is the subjeot of “sex-stuffs* in Chlamydomonas and
possibly in ciliates (though practically nothing is imcv™m about the letter),
I have already reviewed this subject (up to 1939) in my chapter in Calkizst
book on "Protozoa in Uiological Xeseareh*, But I am sure fhinann, who has
also reviewed this for Chronica Hotanica, could do it better than I could,

I hope you understand the quandary I am in and wiil Ist me kror mora
precisely concerning the possibla overlaps with Zphrussi and fhimann. I
do appreciate being invited and would gladly accept if I felt I had a
contribution to make; but it docs look to me now as if I have none. However,
I shall know better what to say when I hoar further fron you.

With all good wishes,

Yours,

TiS :in Te as Sonnebor


