November 12, 1956

Professor . Heldelberger
Institute of Microbiology
Rutgers University
New Brunswick, N.J.

Dear Dr. Heldelberger:

¥hile vrlting a review on recombination gemstics, I have been catching
up on old reading, and am struck by my inability to find much recent work
on the structure of the pamumoconcsl capsular polysaccharides., Am I wight
in thinking that typs III is the only foe for which a reasonably dstailed
structure can be written (after Roaves & Goebel)? Or have I overlooked
eGually pertinent studles on the composition and liniciges of other types?
I hops 30, and that you can refer me to wore recant accounts of this field.
Now that the experimontal basis for genetic stuiiles on the determination
o2 these substances is so well established, it seems to me & pity that the
structural and blosynthetic aspects have lost the primacy of interest that
thsy engaged some years ago. As far as I can tell, no one seems to have a
clue as to the lmmediate precursors, though I suppose someone will come up
scon with another uridlne-diphospho-conjugate!

Your help cn this matter would he gexkmf greatly appreciated.

If Ian ask another question, Zamenhof has reportsd &n the structure
of soms of tho Hemophllus polysaccharidss as poly-ribophosphates askin to
apurinic acids: is there any reason to disputs his ckims?

With best regurds,

Yours s incerely,

~ 4

G/ -
Joghw . Lederberyg )
Pfofeasor of Genetics ™
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