November 13, 1952

Dear ¥r. Harta:on:

L reglsy we do aot nave any mutants of K-12 of the character
aeaticnad dn yuur letivs of the 1lth. Like yourself, we would like
W have Gae. Ca whe other hand, we have frequently isolated lrtic
vardants of lawbde which asy sult your own purposes, These variants
ars readily dotectsi as clear plagues in platings of excess lembda
with sensitdve bacteria,

“ho quesilon shetiier the Lp iCcus controls the wwinienance of
lembde, or is the zctual site of the provirus in the iysogenic bac-
teriua is onu ol tie greatesl interest. By and largej the evidence
seens to favoer bthe labter. =

From what can be scen at tue moasut, tha sysien Jambis—2 (the lytic
verlunt) + K=12 (or W-1485) woula svew to be as anpropriste for ey to~
logical compariszns with imauction as would lambda + K-l "alveophore tic
autenl's iu sitbes cave, you woula ve asaiing with a somewhat distinet
chiadil ol nooi~viiue inteiactivns.

Yours sincsrelyv,

Joshui Ledarbergy

ir. ¥, E. Heriasn
Department of Microbiology
University of Penusyglvania
Philadeiphis 4



