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many thanks for your letter of October 22, and for the copy of your

Dear <rofessor Lederberg,

comuent on my paper.Excuse me for my delay to answer to your letter,
but I was diseased during the last weeks.

During the last two years,l have continued to study on the problem
o1 the bacterial transformationgespecially witn rega.sa to Staphylo-
cocci.S5ome modiricat.ous of the enzymatic activitles werse o.iaLiied
&+s0 in Staphylococcus,but it is quite dirrvicult to say if the modi-
Tications of transrormative nature are really "genetic mutacivie'
or the result of a selection produced by nuclelc aclds.l Jjoin wue
reprint of my further work on this prowiew,in which the term "mu-
tation""18 empioyed,as L. previous communicatlons,wiuu .. signi-

’ ficatioyg ol ""transiormativn",as suggested oy Boivin,

In thds case DNA seemed also to be responsible of the obtained
enzymatbc modifications.Further research on this subject is in
progress,particularly with regard to the purity of the DNAase prep-
arations,

I have read with great interest that you have been able to obtain
transformative changes in the enzymatic equipment of Salmonella and
I shall be particularly glad to read the results of your studies more
extensively.

I shall write to Mrs.Witkin,as you have sugges ted,

Thankink you very much for your kindness, * am
Yours gifgsggﬁy )
| . QYA
®

Mario U.Dianzani



