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Dear Dr. Olby:
Thank you for your note.

Since January 20, 1945 (when I'ﬁvSt read the Avery papera{
2/1/44), nothing seemed more important. what you are picking
up in my 1949 was my last ditch quibkle about the formal proof
that the STUFF was DNA: the matter was too important to let

pass with less!

DNA = genes was however the prime heuristic of my own work
with Neurosporaland then E. coli Kl2:
: N
I have had trouble with others getting across that a point
should remain disputable despite one's expectation that it be
"tawe", and the use of that truth as working hypothesis.

Likewise many people query that I could spend much energy
looking for life on Mars, not for "believing" that it is there,
but rather that it was an important and unsettled issue, Am I
the odd one?

a——————

The operative phsge on that page is perhaps my assumption
that my audience was fully acquainted with the DNA story, and
like myself was watching for every further contribution with
bated breath.

Yours sincerely,
;

oshua Lederberg
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