April 24, 1957

Dr. Robert S. Morison

Director for Blological and Mesdical Research
Rookefa)lar Foundation

49 Heat A9 Straet

New York 20, ®,Y.

Daar Dv. Morison:

The Rockefellksr Foundation has been aupporting our ressarch in micro-
bial ganatine for aaversl years. “hile a falr pronortion of our research
supnort nov comea from federal aources as well, I have always treasured
the aid from ths Rockefslier grants, not only becamase of the amounts they
represented, but becawse of their contirulty and faexibility of applica-
tion.

Qur current aid from tha Foundation consists of a four-year grant which
will expire august 21, 1657, so that now is none too soon to initiateva
request for its renewal., Furthermors, 1 =ill be leaving about Avgust 1 for
a three months' tour in Australia (lectures at the University of Melbourns
and some ressarch with Professor Burnet on virus genetics.) The award was
for #25,000, with a proviso that up tc 7,500 might be spent in a single
year. I wouid be personally quite pleased 1f the terms of the award could
be duplicated without revision, although increases in coats, amd eapecially
in aslarles over the past four ysors would make a slight =dvance, say to
30,000 ~ B,000 quite desirable.

As you may know, I now have an affillation with the School of iledicine
ng Profecsor and Chailrman of ite new Nepartment of Medical Genetics. The
activitiez of this departmsnt are besing organized now; Assistant Professor
iiorton is already working at the mesdisal school, and will shortly ocoupy
laboratory space in the new Bardeen wing. In addition, we are contemplating
rounding out our program with another member. Dean Bowers and I may very
likely be in further communication with you as our plans and policies
materialize. Mesanwhile, howsver, my own research program continuas to be
housed in this department. We are now drawing plans for new facilities in
a Research Addition to the medical school, for which the construction funds
have been appropriated. It is likely to be at least two years from now be-
fore my own program can be moved to this wing. Then as now. I would retain
the closest affiliation with this department. Until then, it is only appro-
priate that I should continue to budget research funds for my own program
through this department and the College of Agriculture.

I am therafore writing on behalf of the continuity of my existing work
in microblal genetics. In due course, it may he more apt to contemplate



the coordination of the budget for microbial genetics research with
that of the overall program in medical genetics. However, until that
program has evolved, it is urgent that I have security for the means
to continus our present oporations.

In view of the likelihood of the move to the medical school wing
in about two yesars, & four year commltment may ba longer than necessary.
If it can be made however, I would prefer to have it, with the proviso
that we might review the channel of support in two years. If, however,
the Foundation would profer a two year grant now, this would be satis-
factory also.

Neadless to asay, my colleagues and I have been most gratified at the
intarest and aupport that the Foundation Bas ghosn o our work, and I
will be the mores so if it finds it poasible to contimue its support.
Pleass let me know in good time if I have neglscted any detail.

A3 you well know, a formal endorsemunt through the College of Agricul-
tura and the office of Prssident Fred will be required in due course to
ratify this applicaticn. I will initiate a request for thzt wction us soon
as I have had your reaction and advice on this prepesal,

It happens that I have had occasion to prepare a rosume of nearly ten
sears! work Scre fop cther purposes. I am enclosing « copy, 42 1t nearly
coincides with the term ¢f the Foundation's supvort, and I thought there
might be soas use for o brief, if adumittedly ovsraimepiiffed und biased,
sppraciaticn.

Yours sincergly,

f S . . K -~
.Joshu;. Ledarberg _,"/’r'
, Frofenser of Ganeties



