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Momentary reactions to site situation.

The sudden fact is the termination of the Berkeley negotiatlons. This came by surprise,
but we were not as disappointed or as startled as might be thought. I never had felt
quite easy that the edministration there would or could support an expensive program
mrely for the purposes of the Genetics Department, and there was always overhanging their
own sense of uncertainty on the role and future of the dept. There were increasing
troubles about what could be down about lab, facilities that would still preserve

the opportunity of lab, contect with Stent et al, The red tape experience was
already getting to be rather terrifying: it was boiling down to 2 serious question
whether we would prefer to leave Madison when the time ceme for a decision, But there
was & nearly overriding factor: summer climate which makes me useless and frustrated
here, Other possible solutions to this: ? here-- aircondition the laboratories?

In any case, since Art Kornberg's first overtures about 6 weeks ago we have both been
mich keener on that proposition though it seemed inherently ' less likely. This is still
full of uncertainty, When Rrt first approached, he thought that Kaplan and he had

s meghbuck in their pocket; though this has evaporated, he seems to think it may still
be possihle. But I have not heard from him since I spent a day with him at Chicago air-
port (Feb. 5).

3-19 Stanford did not seem so terribly attractive in the Christmas week, 1956 that
we visited—~ our first offer, At that time, it wvas quite uncertain vhether the
Biwhd.ohvchirvm]dhdfomumgndlhdmnmtodmbt
mmm.wmumw-mmmueroumutrmnmuMnu.
Whhymwmmmmwndnmnnmmmm, though in
fact this bolld own to Stent and Schaclman + some odds and ends, The reputation

of the Virus lLab. was ncne too encolraging. Howsver, if Genetics hed been able to
set up a proper lab and status for me, 1% would still have seemed un inescapebls
epportunity at Berkeley. But the picture Art K, painted was much brighter. There
wmuhtheop’utuutydolmcolhbwﬁimdmmduhtbnmadu
deficiencies and interests; and the little extra scope of a medical genstics department
appedls to me rather mcre than a genetics department still wnsure of 1tself and its
comitment to Agriculture/ Esther's positicn at Berkeley would probably be mare attrac
tinrimiunnitishu'dtowwummwcmlu . Ths housing
situaticn wvas problematical: it covers a wider range than the PA oppertunities, and it
{s at least conceivable that we ceuld have gotten samething superd and still not too
far sway, But this was uncertain, .ndwdghthnhdtohcmwﬂthmm
not so satisfactary. PA povbably appeals to E betise o aoccount of seme possibility
of driving there; I pr would prefer to live in Berkeley: if we could find the™
right place$ On the other hand the academic oppertunity at Stanford is probably
better now, and in any case the issue is solveds if Berkeley or its Genetics department
can't raise the ante, there is no peint speculating further. The very hesitation and
mtaintymcmfercen«rn—-uudlyuitmmt. It nay be easy to
raticnalise—and I suppose it is not pleasant to de repudiated, if one wanted to
pntitthatm,batIdcn'tthinkutMrerIrodhfuhbdlyabmtit, thought
1t might be very different if Stamferd hadn't come back into $he picture, ZIf that
proves not to pan cut either, at least wo will have been let off in easy steges. As
best I can judge now, I do net think that Berkeley's pending offer materially affected
our decisicas sbout Harvard or Stanford-I, though we would probably have searched more
carefuily into these,.

Anyhow, the table 1s cleared mow except for Stanford-II vs. staying here, and this
is #n itself scmething of a partial relief, Thilputyou'.hnboonratbrnprducﬁn
seientifically: protophstlnmpdpqiuofrdwapdnt; we were away at least
half the time and sadly interrupted; the Med Gen Symposium has bitten hard into my
time as did some of the crganisation issues (esp. Atweed) Sor the department. But I think
the uncertainties sboutd our future, still unresolved, and having lasted now for 15 monjha
hanmthingtodewith:lttool Ibnﬂyhntocmﬁaumcmmagum



it has been diffeiult o maintain a position on the problems here without some
perspective on the Jacchian experiments, and we have simply never gotten around
to thess. I sm looking forward to IuceSs arrival tenight, and hopes of a fresh
start. Probably we share this feeling about coli crossing.

T have a nasty backleg of paperwork: the Harvey lecture and papsrs with Iino to
write very socn, and some piddlings like an abstract, and ‘up dewmsi

cosaic miorobiology, which has been very imstructive for me (to leck into gecchemistry
for exampls) but again distracting from research, Hemophilus has been a mnddle
lately, and Jackie misses my close direction, Just as well I don't have teo many
students this spring. Anyhow, I did get off a revision en Gus Nossal's draft

on the antibidy formation by single cells.

Mainadn, problem: hew to deal with Atwood. I've almest given wp hope of getiing
him here, but have to try and at lsast get a clean wutoff, He's an impossible

correspondent.,



