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Depurtment of Medical Genetics
May 10, 1957

Dr. Kenneth Thimann
Biological Laboratories
Harvard University
Cambridge 38, Mass.

Dear Kenneth:

Thank you for yours of the 7th. I am sorry if I have confused you
by the differences of emphasis in my letter to you and to Jim. I have
besen hearing nasty rumors about the reasons for our not coming to Harvard,
and wanted to scotch them more than anything else, certuilnly before any
of them wers tuken seriously enough to impair the cordislity of our
future relationships. Certainly, many people might well be ustonished
that 1 did not selze on such a magnificent opportunity unless there were
ingidious reasons.

But to be plain, there are no good reasons for not :ccepting your
offer —none except the pcsitive ones of uy existing situction and pros-
pecta. If it should hapoen that these worked out less ..ell than I hoped,
1 would want you to keep me in mind. I did und do wunt to assure younthat
these positive factors keep us here; not that negutive ones kesp us anay
from Cambridgse.

3o I really do not think you should hold off .ny longer, in the consider.—
tion of other candidates.

e have altered our travel nlans slightly, ond will be off to Australi-
August 1 ~ about November 15. I will be in N=w York for u Harvepylecture
December 19. I would be happy to visit Cunbridge for o seain.r the nrevious
day (a riednesday) if you would have any interest in this indepéndently of,
even in spite of the previous paragraph. I reulize this ..y be fur too wwk-
ward a time. I would ask for one Madis.n-Bosto. fure to fucilitate Tsther's
accompanying ms to Boston and H.Y. if she cun manuge it then. (Sizer at
4e1.T. has also asked me about paying = visit, znu it would be « plessure
to kill teo birds with one stone if you cun saun.ge it., I dun't think I cun
get away before then,

Please don't think we huven't given Hurvard . greut desl of thought. e
do feel we know the facilities and our colleaguss juite well, sc thuot astx
making the trip probably would have added little to the context.

I im flattered by and grateful for your persistence. 'ith best regards,

Ycurs sincerely,

Joshua Lederberg



