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Fromt JOSEPH at MITeMC

To1 Lederberg at SUMEXeAIM

Dear ngﬁdni

. .1 om aware that nelther of us bhave the time to- engage in en
extended debate over the netwerk, .1 hope therefore xh-t,thia will be my
Yast message to you having to do with yayr N, Y,T, review = although I 'do
hape that we u?!l have other occasiens to write to one anether,

- Your st message came to me as I was sbout te lnqu'onlavaheet'
tripy AY1 I had time for then was to respond with the eryptie note that
yeu must have gotten by mow, Let me nmow f{l1 that out o tfttie,

oo Let me say first that I do not consider myseld o Jourmalist whe
{9 comment{ng on asomg f{eld outside his normal_ working community = nor
did I think I was writing.a.book that was to serve as g sort of consensys }
document _for computer science or the Al braneh ef;CS;L;%!fJithergfra ?
anything elear about the book, {t must be that {¢ {a highly idiosyneratic
(to a feult)s ghat (¢t presents naf hew gy ngs, are byt .hew .  Joseph
We{zenbaum pergeives them,. N.VI'GH?!QIQc.l tried to be carefyl to get my
facts atraight, Part of my caretaking was to place the manuseript of the
entire. book on the MIT Al mae?ine and to Jet _everyone knaw that (¢t was
there, . I did all the egliting in that mode, . I did in fagt get lots of
|apmmcn!: _from Stonfoﬂd'and'eoftain!y.fr9m~ MIT many of wpfeh_prompteg ne
to rewri{te entire chapters, I gave Maryin Minaky a copy of _the M8 a ful]
year before publlcation and presssd him for ecomments and eriticisms,
(Many -copies of the Ms, were cireulated ameng the MIT A] feculty and
graduate students at the same. time and were .widely commented on = yith
effect, 1 might add.) _Marvim sugcested pregisely one, echange which !
premptiy made, I asked for permission to quote fer virtually all the
quotes that appesr In the book, ., No-author wrote to me saying he ne
fonger stands behind what ] was aquoting, I wrote to Kem Colby especially
but got me respemse from him, ' '

.. . _ MeCarthy {n  his: lﬁlth‘ﬂﬂ"CF‘!iG§IM!=.Q’: the . beok (uhieh;,!
gheerfully recelve and to which I have and wi1] respond) never assests
that | misreprenent anyone's poaition, . He does sav that he cannot, find
the auote I attrlbute to him snd thet {t assarts what he did nmot beligve
{n 1973 or now, Well, I hgvo~ehp-notoa;1_.took:whzn'l!tcaf tewing the
tapefrom which the auote was taken, I challenged him with hia statement:
at the Stanford AI meeting in 1973 .and he defended {t then, He ‘again
defended {t (Winoarad and.many others were pragent) on March 9th, 1976 et
MeIgTe 1 read the Colby quétes at ego Stanford Al meetipg with Ken {n the
audience, He commented from th,. Toor = but never to seay he no longer
bel{eved what I quoted him as having writetom, Newe)) was thenre ajse (I



- - —

have the tape) and in a lengthy comment on what ! had salg (1 ayeted the
Simon remark on the "whole man™) he griticined ma.only on thy ground that
1 ceuld not prove what the 1im{ts of the ecomayter were = {,e, that {t
qould not simulate or aceount ‘for the whole man, Me ‘did mot say that
§imen no longer held to what he published {n 1969, '

! betieve (parhaps naively) that publisning something entails a
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¢ommitment that gannot be undone by private gommunications, I find ne
recantations of the quotes ! have: vsed {n the publie titerature, To the
sontrarys the most recent lectures by Simonm amd Minsky (Apri! 2nd and
Januvary I?Qh at MIT respectively) reflect and assert the very positions I
deacribe {n the book,

~_ _Just by the way: I wish you would ask Payl Armer about the calm,
unemotienmal, thouroyshly professiomal and sustained part I plaved in ghe
ABM debate, '

Final]yo Joshua, ] did not and do not "demgnd® anything #rom you,
Nor de ] consider vyour "20 year"™ remark a erit{ciam of my work that I
gannot "take", I conalder {t a statistical error that, once It has been
galled to your attention, you would want to repair,

Ai iver-
Joe



