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Tear NMr. Lederherg, Fune 7. 1¢70
a8 your piece in the Post June 6, ahout p ospnorous ete.

l.. kucn of the e¢xcess phosyhate iu waste discharge, I belgeve to
be due 10 too much adaed to wash water. Maybe the kitchen supely
should be in & diluted spriukle-bottle. 4 friend of mine who was
8tutioned iu heidelberg years ago, before uou-foamiug detergents
We_e uscd, told me the Necier river almost ran foam over the banxs.

€. . snarc jyour iutdrest iu returning &ll intestinael waste - human
and auimel -~ to trne land. 1 nave lived in several places inSwitzerland
where we had no waterboru sewage, Hut simple tight tanks of ample

gize, periodically pumped out to wooden t8iiks ou carts and spresad

on fields. The slurr; was sometimes uscd to spread ou dormarnt
vegetable sardens and hoed in - perheps driec leaves or other

vegeteble matter dug in and left for hscterial digestion/ .ery little
artiticisl fertilizer was used.

?. City sewage can he pumped aud treatedss done in Milwauxee. Why
1:0t experiment further; presumshly your suggested tertiary treatment
would take the more or less clesr efflue..t after secondary sludge
geparatiorn, and either hy trickle of pumping in air in fine hubhleg,
hring it to a good BOD state fit to (ischarge to stream or use for
irri-ation or dump in & d=ev snad filter hed .

4, I suppose jou know the case for using plein finely zgroung rock
phosphete rather thantr ating it with sulphuric acid. W¥yself, I
simply a#dd a pail of rock rhosphate to cach =preaderload of manure,
I 8o use lime and potash. 'y corn le-ves never show signs of
rhosphorns shortage.

I should he glad to see you follow vp the svhicet in your
column. rart of our trouhles of inflation #re cdue to our ignorant

and careless use of naturel resourzes.
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