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Professor Joshua Lederberg

Department of Genetics

Stanford University of Medicine
Stanford Medical Center

Palo Alto, California

Dear Professor Lederberg:

Iam remiss in responding to your letter of Septem-
ber 20 because of a delay in the hopes that I would be able to send to you
a copy of Senator Kuchel's statement respecting your ''Costing Human

Life" article. Senator Kuchel put it in the Record on October 17 and a

copy is enclosed for your information, I think the ideas have worked out

very well, particularly from the practical point of view as a means of
explaining the kinds of costs that are involved in someof the social ser-

vices which must be rendered to our society, even in defense of free

enterprise,

Your provocative idea about gold is quite original, I

am afraid that we are still somewhat bogged down with more conventional
approaches to the Europe problem, The State Department, from which I
am only lately sprung myself, is not given much toideas of such novelty.

Nor are politicians willing to see gold leave the country. Frankly, I

regret very much that such imaginative proposals cannot be given the

entertainment they deserve, but I am afraid it is the case, The only
response is perhaps a paraphrase of Clemencau: Peace is too valuable

to be entrusted to generals, or to statesmen for that matter,

With kindest regards,

Sincerely yours,

Jtee riam ——s

Legislative Assistant to

Senator Thomas H, Kuchel
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