May 21, 1962

Or. Jerome B. Wiesner

President’'s Sclence Advisory Committes
The White House

VWashington, D.C.

MEMORANDUN
Deear Jerry:
Soms notes to tape down the substence of our telephone conversation.

The call wes mede at Dr. Doty's specific suggestion to convey some
of our mutua! Impressions shout the chief problem aress worthy of censideration
for U.S. Japen cooperation in sclence.

1. Rather than attempt to deal with specific substantive areas the
discussions should emphasise the genera! problem of sclence communication
between the two countries. This should be drametized in order to bring eut
as many proposals for effective solutions as pessible from the pecple who
could implement them rather then have them directed from on high.

2. Some specific suggestions follow:

a. Special support for English langusge publication of Japaness
ressarch. Meny of the pressnt English or bilingusl journals are In serlous
financlal difficulty.

b. Establishment of reference mtcri on & reclprocal basis to
furnish access to current publications In the U.S. and Japan respectively.
to sclentists in the other countries.

¢. Broadening the functions of the sclence attache to include
survey reports snslogeus to those now furnished by ONR London. An sggressive
ulmllnfomlan officer In such a post could also be the focus of additionsl!
proposals.

d. Announce specis! emphasis on the problem of effective communi~-
cation to slicit specific working proposals. This should be particulerly
effective as & means of generating means to improve the use of s |
of general scientific comunication (which happens to be English).

e. Paul slso wished to stress his very strong support fer Ine
creased, not cut back, NIH funds for Jepenese sclence, particulerly in
support of badly needed equipment.

Yours sincersly,

Joshua Lederberg
Professor of Genstics
¢c: Dr. Paul Doty
Dr. Alvin Welinberg



