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br. Colin 5. Pittendrigh
bepartment of Biology
Frinceten University
Princestom, Rew Jersey

Pesx Pitt:

1 have resd your thoughtful letter of becember 31, 1961 with
great interest. It is certainly timely for sn sutboritative Board
statenent on the biological scisnces to be daveloped for the use
of the aewly orgenized RASA Office of Space Scliences -- sad 1 agras
completely with the spprosch outlined in your letter.

I sm sppointing you Chairmen of sa ad hoe commitiee on Life
fciences to develop & definitive position im this ares for consic-
evation by the full Board, By capy of this letter, I em also
sppointing Messcs. Hartlins, Lambartsesc sand lLederberg as members of
the Life Sciesces Cosmittee., The terms of reference for this com-
mittee are well set foxth in your letter -- 1 have taken the liiberty
of ssking the Secrstariat to include 8 copy of this communicatioa
vith the letters to your committee members. Some related comments
from Hartlioe and Urey have bean received and are slso included.

T hope that you can couvens this group within the naxt two or
thres wasks: so that the Board's positioa can be available to the
RASA am cooun &s possible.

Sincerely yours,

L. ¥. Berkner
Chatrman
enc,

ce: Br. Rartline
Br. Lambertsen
(Pr. Lederbery




