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we know howto pursue and
enforce for the effective
preservation of the species
that can be saved.- :
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When we sce clearly

which ones .we might aban- ;
don, we can also reckon the |
balance of merits and costs |
in adopting them too. If we
muddle along as we have !
been doing, they will all go. |
During this process, our |

   

       

   

  
   

  

   

   

  

   

  

must be transformed into

of what can be saved from
the dying remains. Here,
modcrn biology may offer
unexpected contributions to
a museum’s responsibility:
the preservation in cold
storage of tissue samples of
representative animals,
technique already widely
used in laboratory studies
At the very. least, our des:
eendants will be able to re- \
construct some import ce- :
tail from the study of DNA |
molecules retrieved from
such a library. Furthesmore, |
a whooping crane might be
hatched in future from an-
other bird’s egg that has
been  renucleated from

frozen, dormant tissue. This
backstop ought not be ac-

cepted as a substitute for

nucturing. the wild birds,

however, any more than

freezing some human cells
would take the place of sav-
ing mankind.. .
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