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QUIEN saBE? |

German naturalist Alexander von .
Humboldt is often credited with the
 following aphorism: “'There are

three stages in the popular attitude.

toward a great discovery: first,

~men doubt its existence, next they
deny its importance, ang finally
they give the credit to someone .
else."" Can any reader cite an /
“explicit original source, whether b y
Humboldt or another?—J L., New

Please send responses to £Quien

Sabe?, The scienmist, Suite 605,
1101 15th St.,‘N_W, Washington,- -
DC20005. ' ST

THE SCIENTIST welcomes your con- ,
tributions to ; Quien Sabe? If an un-

can help. Send your Qquestions to
¢Quien Sabe? at the above ad-
dress.
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