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‘We as- sczmﬂsts*znd citizens of the United Stat.s beheve
that the Rzpubliciisin the most serious situation sinee World
C War Il Todzy.» energy crisis is not a matter of just-a few -
- years but of decades.” It is the new and predommant fact of
life in industralized societies,” ~ - i
: The highprice of oil which we must now mportm ordﬂr
- - to keep Americans at their jobs threatens our ecomomic™ . %
structure~indeed; that of the Western World." Energy is the

“ hostage by:a price struc"ur“ that tbey are powerlm tonﬂu--

the-only znergy-option > We-can and we must use crergy
wand eycstmvanergy sources more intelligently - But:there
C-must’ al.;o oelong Tange r“ahsuc pians and w2 x.*b‘orc the

:sare easy ;olunons.,"ﬁer- ars many interesting prooosals for 1
... -z2ltemative energy sources which deserve vigorous research
.. -effort, but none of them is likely.to contnbute sxzmﬁmntly
_toour energy-supply in this century. :
Conservation;while urgently necessary and mgnly d“s.n'-

another man’s loss of job. Conservation, the first time -
around, can.trim off fat, but the second time will cut deeply.
When we search.for domestic energy sources to substitute
- for imported ofl, we must look at the whole picture. If we
look at each possible energy scurce separately, we can easily
- find fault with each of them, and rule out each one. Cleasly,
) this would mean the end of our civilization as we know it.
= Our domestic oil reserves are running down and the deficit
: can only partizlly be replaced by the new sources in Alaska;
we must, in addition, permit off-shore exploration. Natural
gas is in a similar critical condition; in the last seven years -

The separation of the Atomic Energy Comm.smon into the -
Energy Research and Development Administration and the .
Nuclear Regulatory Commission provides added reassuranca.

for realistic management-of potential risks and benefits. On:. |-
any scaie the benefitsof aclean, inaxgensive, and i ine mm.st-..

1ole domestic fuel faroutweigh the possible nsks

~ We can see no reasomole alternative to an mcreased use— B

. of nuclear power t sansgy oure =nergy needs.
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- lifeblood of all' medem societies and they are currently held

“"tons’of coal;1ower grade ore’ promises: €evel more abv.:.nd,:mc~

" fact that they are:developing so slowly. We also d*plore the . -
= fact *.hat the publicis g;vmmralmuc assurances; lhat there _ :

aole also has its price.. One man’s conservation may. be. ;- _'

new dxscoven-'s have r'.m far below our level of gas consurr'p-
non Only thhstrong measures cm.]d we hopc to reverse
s trend.” '

We shall have'to ake much greater use: of sohd fueis
“Here coal and uranium are the most important options. This
I'BPTCSCnt-a a pr_ofound change in the charactcr of the Arn:n-
* can fuel economy.- The nation has truly great reserves of . -
© these solid fuels'in the earth.” Our economically reoov-rabne—
. coal reservw are ~§umated to be 250 billion tons and exceed

% th'- energy: of the world’s total oxhcserv&s.-Our known : _».;E
“uranium ores’ potentxal]y equal ‘the: energyof 6,000 biilion .

i The U.S: ¢hoice:isnot coal oruranium;-weneed both.
Coal is irr=placeable-asithe t basxs ofnew synthetxc fuels to”’
=replace oil and nanral gas: ot :
«.However, we'sae ‘the primary.use :
o ofu:amum,-as asource ofethcmmry _._U'nmum power, the - ..
-:culmination ofoasxc chscovenes in chysics;isan engmevr-d .
reality generating electricity today.. Nuclear power has its
critics, but.we believe they lack perspective-as to the fezsi-

| 1b.hty of non-m.clear [power sources ana the: gravxty of the .

fuel crisis.. :
All energy release mvolves risks andnucl.ar power is
certa.mly no exception. :The safety. of civilian nuclear power
. has been under public surveillance without parallel in the - -
history of technology.- As in any new technology there is a
learning period. Contrary to the scare publicity given to
some mistakes that have occurred,; no appreciable amount of
racioactive material has escaped from any commerdal US.
power reactor. We have confidence that technical ingenuiry
and care in operation can continue to improve the safety in
all phases of the nuclear power program, including the diffi-
cx_lt areas of transport ation and nuc.ear waste disposal.
- ; { Cor:tmued next pege)

Many of us have worked for along time on energy proo-
lems and therefore we fe2! the responsivility-io speak out. B
The energy famine tha: threatens will r\.cn_xrcnany sacri- B
fices on the part of th= American people, but these will 5

- reducad if we marshel! the hugs sGentific and technical
resources of our count:y to merove Lha use: af known
energy sources. . e




