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This volumeis intended to be a glimpse of the future as a way of celc-

, brating the history of an exciting era in biological science. The hazards

of prophecy (notleast to the prophets) are well known.Still, it would be

i imple task to post lookouts at the frontiers of contenipora
“A ck Ted cunt

h

a relatively simp Pp porary

G insight and knowledge in fields like genetics and molecular biology. If,

AACe jyteks Me S—yraw AF mercifully, our range is confined to the next 25 years, shrewd observers

may miss no more than half of the significant questions that will unpre-

aeaeRaney torycennnelypovtirap- dictably emerge and may score even better in outlining the solutions to

. se . % someof the major problemsthatare clearly recognized—like the structure

talar Saeeondwowf-9 v;k. and development of the nervous system, immunity, or neoplasia. We

should, however, be uneasy (or delighted, according to one’s tempera-

ment) about the prevalent moodthattells that most of the really excitin

fundamental questions have been answered—forhistory teaches that this

. often foretells a new scientific revolution that could shake ourbeliefs to

Suncen, their very roots.
This purview is based on an autonomous model of science that has

uncertain durability. Perceived ignorance (or error) is postulated to be   Joshua Lederberg The latter portion of this essay has been adapted from a presentation to the

President Jubilee Symposium of Hoffman-LaRoche & Co.. Ltd.. hed at Basel, Switzerland in

The Rockefeller University September 1971, and is used here with their kind permission.
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