August 12, 1952

Mrs. Uildred P, Holbrook
Adainkstr. 500?', Bd. 30i. Adv,
dJane Coffin Childs Pund

New Havan ii, Coan.

Dear ifrs. Holdrook:

I an always glad to have an opportuaity tc restate sy sppreciations
to the Jane Goffin Chllds Pund for ite help to me at the outset of ay
scisntifio caraar.

4y researgh program is much along nreviousiy established lines, fooussed
primarily on the genetics of beoteria, We are bacoming mors and sore interested
4n the propertiss of sysbiotic viruses in lysogeaic strains of bacteria, and
sre stadyin: them from a gonetie wiewpoint. Many such viruses seem to have
the remsr<abla property of transferring genstic Tactors froam the host eells
on whish Lhey zre grown to new hoats which they may subsequently infect,

I have o fnirdy ictive group of asmociates working with me in the
Laboratory,including (for the coming year)four post-doctoratss (Mrs. Lederberg
inclndedg) and tro groduste students and smome nssistants. Ancther student,

Dr. Zinder, has pradunted and teken o position et the Rockefellar Instdtutden.
The lahoratory is mmnnoried hy gwants from the Nations) Institutes of Health
and the Roaiefeller Poundation, nnd by »agearch contr»actas with the Chemisal
Corps and Atomic Pnergy Commission, az well ss intrssmral support. One of

the fallows who is comisg thls fall is aubsidised by the World Health Owgani-
sation.

is misthwue ducing the tenure of my Childe Fund @ollowship, ay activity
has besn ralated to cencer ressarch only on a very thewrebifal basis, although
I would be the last %o minlmize the necessity of sueh approsches. 1 was invited
to glve a papsr at the lzst Nationsl Cancer Congreas at Cinncinnatl, and
did sc on this basla.

I encloss some reprints in liwn of a literature list. The paper marked 1)
is a review covering work over the last six years, and carries an naknowledgment
to the Pund for its early support.

Q ),/ 27 Yours sincerely,

Joshua Lederberg
Associate Professor of Genstics



