Gowers, T. Z.

February 24, 1958

Pr. John Z. Bowers
Dean

University of Wisconsin
School of ¥gdicins
Yadiaon, niscormin

Dear Johns

Professors Crow, Norton and myself: have discusssd on a rnuder of
cccasicons vhether the rost satiszfaciory pzsis of the teaching of genstics
to madical undergraduztes would nct be the establishment of a uniform re-
quirsment, or et lsasi strong encouragsment, for this coursc as a pre-
rojuiaite to odmission. An opportunity for thls =y arise if, as I vrdor-
stand 35 conteaplated, the Zoology Dspariment's courss in exdryology will
be reduced from five to three hours., We realize that any step such as this
should be uniarteken cautiously an2 this lsttsr is merely a prelimlnery
notice and not yel & studlad conclusicsh.

ihile <iscussing this however we wondered if thers might not be scws
quasi-scientific approach ts ths gusstion of cpilmum prz-requisites. 1
had in mind a statistical analysis of ths last five or six ysars medical
clesses tu establish what correlatlen, if any, ihers might be bstwssn the
elective cources that had heen tcken by admitted siadsnis and their per-
formance ir medisnl schocl. This wonld in-luds genstics but would by no
means be 1initsd tc it. 'ia realize that there would bs great hazards In
too detuiled un interpretation of ths results, but if no such study exists
it might be worth wiile at least to collsct ths facis., Oincs tac bulk of
students nt the medical school are graduates of the University of iliscon-
sin, we are in a faversble position hers to cenduct such 8 stuiy.

It is nol altogether unlikely that such studies huve been made and
I hope that you cun refer ms to them if that is the case. Another cbvious
tack would be to poll the students themselves with regard to their retro-
spective opinions on the value of those undergraduate college elsctiivss
they had taken and the ones they wish thsy had.

Yours sincersly,

Joshua Jederberg
Chairman, Department of Bedical Genetics
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