MEMORANTUM NH RRINGING BASIC HRALTH I3U% 70 AMERICAN PROPLRE ,

1~ The President's Cormission on the Health Heeds of the Hation will give us the
high~level findings, bBut we muat talte those findings out of the smpyrean blue and hring them
down to the level of the average vrecinct worker, And we rast tell our story over and over
arain =in a deliderately primer style, We have $0 overcome thres ysars of conesntrated
Whitaker and Barter sloganising,

As I told Mr, Boyle on several occasions, we muet toke the “curse" off this issue through
hard-hitting, eommon denominator material directed to the average citizen, nd by hard-hitting
facte, 1 don't mean sexless statistics from PSA actuaries on the relative merita of the
Tritish Health Insurance 3vgtem, I mean, for examvple, use of some of the heart-rending case
hiotories of medieal indigente coniained in "Making ¥nds Meet on Less than %2,00" a Year®, a
publication of the Joint Congres-ional Committee on the Neonomic Report. Speaking of 10 miliie
Americans who fall in this oategory, the revort states;

"Health renains the point of highest vulneradility, The defenses of low=-incore families
are real'y down vhen sickness strikes, and our common darriers ag:inst its onslanghts on
health and livelihood are as yet painfully mikm inadequate,.,Serious 1llness poses scononic
prodlems for a1l but the WX well-to-do, When it comes Yo low-income families, 1t rust of
necessity bear down heavily on what they spend for food and elothing, Being beforehand is
diffienlt when cormetition for the household dollar i: so acute,.."

2= ¥c must pound away at what Whitaker and Barter enll the *fringe" isgues ~the doctor
shortage, lack of bagic pudlic health services, dire shortages of medical servicesk in rural
areas, the plight of the 0ld folks who 6an't even get health insuranes, eote, Whitaker and
Baxter are plain seared of a rip-roaring fight on basic medical needs, They know they can't
win that one: | they can only hone for a delaying action by twlating the issve and puffing it
up in%to a battle over "state sooialism® or "bureaucratic interference with freedom®, Here
is what Whitoaker sald back in February, 1950,

"From our standpoint, the fundamental queation involved in compulsory health
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insur:nce is much nore adapted to effective, clear-cut presentation than ths hidden thraat
in a H11 to provids federal ald to medical edueation,*

Translate? into homest Pnglish, this means thst you can put out several milifon dollars
worth of flag-waving nonsense about a hyrothetical threat to a citizen's independence, dut
you are completely stymied when you put out the same amount of money telling him there
isn't o shortage of doctors, or that he doesn't really have mach troudble paying his medieal
bills, He knows differently, and frequently from Mtier personal experience,

Harry N.Rosenfield put 1t well in his jod on the medicos in *The “ntioch Review";

"Health is s universal precccupation, In its drosder sonnotations, it is much easier
for people to understand than profes-ional ripgamarole and expert gobbledysook would have us
believe, The general pudlic rejects organized medicine's premise thot it alene is competent
to determine how, when, whers and how much medical eare shal’ be nrovided,,.*

Lowell Mellett hit 4t a 1little harder in a column in "The Evening Star®

"For, inevitably, the AMA campalgners have overstated thair case and mierepresented
the thing they oprose,..They have been laying a 1ot of egrs and one day there will de
chickens oomings home $o roost, The peo-le are due to discover that, while they have been
saved from Vstutiem?, they still have their ashee and pains and still lock the price of
adequate cars,..Our voting vopulation contains only 150,000 menbsre of AMA, as against
nilitons of voters for whom the cost of medical care is a serious ;aroblm‘/

Mut, stem dy sten, how harry these AMA chickens home to roostt

Above all else, one isportant fsct must de realirzed; the Demoeratic Presidential ocan-
didate in 1952 will have only a modioun of time to devote to thils iscue, Oranted that he will
nase the Commiseion findings in several of his speeches. But will this counteract Whitaker
and Baxter, who will etart swinging with seversl million dollars as soon as the Commi-sion
is announced? They wil® uae every pamphlet, every medinm of commmication, every phony
rssolution, to besnmiceh and befoul the Commlssion's personrel, purposes and findings, YWe mast
be ready with a plan of attack from the day the Commie-ion is anmmounced, Yecause our

oprosition will concentrate a 2lU-hour a day barrage on the hedlth iscue,
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3= The Demoeratic N¥ational Committee must open its channels up to a droad, educational
Job on the health issue. Up until now, these channels have been tightly closed against thls
fegme, As a vresult, the aversge party worker out in the field still lakes a dim view of the
health Lseus,

You are not going to convert this party wvorker overnight by a shining manifesto
declaring that the health ismue 1s really a good one, You have got to plam o campalpgn to
win him over -and you have got to tell him the facts, over znd over again, in primer fashion,
Inere are many ways in which this can be done: ‘

a~ The first need is a simple, Anglo~Saxon handbook ascenting the medical needs of the
average citizen, It should be brief and snanyy, with plenty of earteons, last year the IDNC,
with the ald of the Cormittee for the Mation's Health, »ut out an EO-page handbook which
hit & new high in wordage and statlstleul obfuscation, This is just how it should not be
done, look at the simplieity of the Whitaker~Baxter stuff -for example, "A Simplified
Flueprint of the Campalgn against Compuleory Health Insurance®,

York on this handbook should not be delayed until the Comis:ion makes ite remort. It
ghould be screcned and resoreened over a period of time -every line and cartaon‘made as
sellable as possidle, Distridution of this should run into the hundreds of thousands,

b-Live copy on the health lssue should bs funnelled continmuelly to ths newspapers., This
really should be a function of the publicity division of the MU, whieh up #atil now has
treated the health ismme with a deafening silencs,

To quote from the December,1950 memo whioh I submitted to ¥Mr, Boyle on ways in which
the DNEC counld dBring this issus to the people;

"Loeal newspaper renorters, the great majority of whom take a dim view of the AMA,
pust be cultivated and serviced, A lot of ef’ort must go into this renortoriazl Jjobh, since
through it you will get the American people aroused on the issue, This news copy should de
timed and pin~pointed,*
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Let's take an example, Taft's demihx double-cressing switch on feders) atd to medieal
oduestion should have been pounded home to owr party workers, Senator Kerr, in his speech
starting; "¥hat would the father of a ehild who needed a doctor do in the yresence of an
emergeneyt? drev the basic lines for 1952 « Mumsn welfare versus Republican Book-keeping,

Yot the DN refused to open the party channsls for material on this,

&= A fundamentnl research job must be done on the AMA and its unsavery alliasnces, In
the December, 1950 memo, snd several nrevious memos, I have gone into great detsall in
6x208ing the vieloua tle-une betweon the Rerubliecan Party and Reallng Arts Com-ittees, This
researeh Job must de greatly intensifiad, and 1ts findings smashed home to the average
party worker, The MHC must Be strengthened to do this kind of Job -1t hasn't had a research
staff for movre than a year,

d= Thers 12 5 nesd for a pood, 10-20 mimite £1ilm documentury on the health tgsue, The
AMA put out a film ageinet nationsl health Insurance 1:sat year, but it hung 1teelf through
patent exagmerstions and a lagk of human warmth, we'eaulé do a ease history kind of film -
naybe dramatizing a eouple of the gases from "Less than $24000" = whigh would knock people
ont of their seats, A £1lm of this kind would de a wonderfl educational tool fer party
workers,

o« Severnl grace roots conferences on snergency medical prodlems would foeus speoific
1ssues and got 2 lot 0f 2004 news copy. For examle, several of the bz farm organizations
eould svonsor a resionsl conference on the medical erisis in rural areas, A conference on the
neod for expension of puwdlic health units would have the Congress of Paraentes and Teachers and
the General Federation of Women's Cluhs, hoth sup-orters of the b111, a8 sponsors, And so m,

In addition, the DNC should prepare basie health naterial for the many state and
repional party eonferonces; work up materia) for Demooratie Congressmen on health issuenm, and
take a. hand in straightening out the leglslative confusion snd lack of liason on heklth dillae,

SUMMARY = In drief, as much effort mmas! he concontrated on opening up and etrenghening

She Democratic Rational Cormittes on the health issus os on the setting up and
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operation of the President's Comniscion on the Health Reeds of the Natiem,

Whituker and Bartsr will start danging away at the Comnission from the day 1t 1s
ammounced, The Commiscion will be madle to Fight back, tut the MMC will, and must, ¥ith
al) my heart, I say that I fear we will bs unable to comnteract the Whitaker and Raxter
bar-age unless we have a blueprint for action and the full coeperation of natlonal, state
and comnty workers of the Demoeratic Party.

After seversl months of thinking shout 1§, MHr, Bay‘le ecane avound to this point of
view, e instructed Charles Van Nevindar, dlrector of INC publieity, to draw wo a memo
outlining how the health {sme campadign could be incorporated into the DNC structure, In the
final memo, which Van Devander showed me, provision wan mode for an assistant to the
fhalrmsn w0 was to be in charge of the health igewe, e was to have one fleld worker and
seversl offics assigtante, A1l the publiecity channels of the INC were t0 be opened to him,
plus the considerahle forces of the Women's Mwiglon,

owever, She wecl: the memo wos turned over to Mr, Jovle, the whole RFC business broke
wide open,

1 respectfully sugrest this momo be located, refurbdished and put into action]




