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SCIENGE IN/REVIEW

DDT, the/Army’q Irisect Pdwder, Strikes a Blow:
~ Against Typhus and for Pést Control

By WALLEMAR KAEMPFFERT

DDT, ‘the Arnyls {nsect pgwder,
which| has been used Fwﬂth; grefiit ef-
fect ggainat’the spread of | typ) us in
Furope, was ¢or}mpi¢uouum_ the: news
¥ ncf, {ter-

last week. The 'powder y
mites, moths, roaches, bedbugs, | fleas,
Japanese beetles, corn borers and other.|
insect! pests. DDT is short for dichloro-
diphenyl trichlorethane.
No new discovery Is DDT. 'If waw
first synthesized In: 1874 by .:Othmar
Zeldler of Strasbourg and described in
aix linies|in the procesiings of thb Ger-
man Chemical %oclety. Its inmect-
killing Progevties were ‘discovered in
the le“uratories of J. R. Geigy & Co.
of Basle, Bwitzerland, in 1930 iwhen
*he Swiss potato crop was thredtehed
with deptruction by 'American’ bestles.
Soon after the outbreak of thé war
Gelgy & Co, reported to tha Amprican
military ‘attaché at Genevd that the:
powder ‘could kill ;typhua-gaz;-rymkfuce.
At present DDT 13 made by séveral
| companies in this country. One of;theke .
alone hda manufactured encugh to.pro- |
tect more than 50,000,000 pErsons
againat typhus for onejmonth. Ang still
the supply is sufficient enly:forthe
armed forces. . A small amount, how-
aver, 18 réserved for agricultural 1188,

Deadly to Insects

DDT 1is harmless by itself, When
mixed with talc or kerosene it i d

to' {rispoty but haimlbak to raan, ko tar
the e - t i
prepared ‘and ' othing

| tary . m
"onexistent. e pn f, and
cases  of; typhua \Wwera ;fdund, Col}
W. 8. Stone, chief ol the United tates
Army’s Sketlon of Prayentive M 1cm3

for the |North. Af Theatre o;
Operations, realized 'dange? and
toock pteps to. ehforce éupter-ineu-,
ures. He|needed DDT but\he hednone.
He turned to thé Rockefeller Foundas|
tion's teﬁufn and, with its d,'controllaq
at the very beginning what might have
become Ta} formidablo eptdemit, t
The'team in|question w4s créated i
1843 fo! continue war-zonp s::&.ps of
promise; (It cqnsisty of Dra, John By
Snyder, | Charles., M. |Wheeler, Fred Li
Stoper, W. A. Davis,/ Floyd 8. Mablk:
ham and Louis A, Riehl. Its firsi s
was to fly a medical 8 f . and; antfiy
typhus material from Caim to Nuplea, |
Army Battles Typhus ‘

By Dec, 26 the fight against typhus
-was on., Actlve cases were located and
treated land whole familigs/ and! theis
relativey and friends, were dusted: with
the louse-killer, But this was only the
beginning. The biggest task of all was
the delousing of the entire populition,
Posters 'and the press invited People
to visit ane of forty delousing stations
where- the powder was blown' into
trousers and skirts, slesveg, cpllars,
tucks, folds- and seams. Nobody was |
Jasked to strip. About 66,000 a day
‘were thug handled. By January, 1,300,
000 had been thus protected Zor five
weeks and by the end’ of 'February
the number of new cases dizcavered

had dwindled to almost nothirg, . ‘
This department is not will'ag 2o’ go
80 far 8s some do’in hafiing DD as 5 1
discovery /comparable with the silfon- |
omides and penicillin; but thers 1a:no
doubt in its mind that it marks the be-
ginning of a new-era in the control. of
egricultural and- household insect pests
and of infections apread by mosquitos,
lice and fleas. * We shall hear more of
DDT when the time comes to disinfect
the European continent and check the

spread of typhus.,




